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PREFACE. 



The records and other muniments now deposited 
in the General Eegister House at Edinburgh, and 
to which this volume is intended as a guide or 
hand-book for the use of the public, are mainly 
those which, by virtue of their office, fell to the 
keeping of the officers known originally as the 
King's clerks, or clerks of the King's Chapel or 
Chancery, to whom were entrusted the pre- 
paration and issue of the royal brieves, charters, 
and other writs, and the writing of the rolls on 
which the various classes of documents relating 
to the transaction of public business were 
registered. These duties were probably, in 
the earlier periods, performed under the general 
supervision of the Chancellor and without any 
special or at least permanent and recognised 
separation of function among the clerks employed. 
An important document relating to the rolls or 
records, dated in 1282, and to which we shall 
afterwards have occasion to refer, was prepared 
and attested by three persons designed as " the 
" King's clerks." One of these, William de Dunfreis 
or Dumfries, we find a few years afterwards, in 
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1290, described as clerk of the rolls of the King's 
Chapel or Chancery, and then and subsequently 
recognised as their responsible custodian. From 
1290 onwards, though the record for the first fifty 
years is broken and the series of names for that 
reason perhaps incomplete, there is a constant 
succession of officials under the designation of 
clerk of the rolls, or, as the importance of the 
office became more fully recognised and its 
duties extended, under the wider descriptions of 
clerk of the rolls and register, or clerk of the 
register, council, and rolls, latterly abbreviated 
to Clerk-Eegister, to which, as to the titles of 
other high officers of State, was added, more Scotico, 
the honorary prefix of " Lord." Ultimately the 
Lord Clerk-Eegister became presiding clerk of 
Parliament, of the Privy Council, of the Courts of 
Session and Exchequer, and of all royal and 
parliamentary commissions, including the Com- 
mission of Teinds, with the power, partially with- 
drawn in 1728, of appointing deputies or assistants 
in these respective offices. The records of these 
bodies and of various administrative departments 
of State, with their warrants or instructions and 
all State papers, remained ea; officio in his custody. 
But besides the State records properly so-called, 
or, to use the words of the Act of 12th August, 
1662, c. 38, such registers and public warrants as 
might " concerne his Majestie in the interest of his 
croun or the publict government of the king- 
dome," he was also the recognised and specially 
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appointed custodian of other registers, which, 
again quoting the same Act, concerned " the 
'* private interest and securities of the subjects," 
such as the Eegisters of Sasines, of Hornings, of 
Inhibitions and Adjudications, and of Notarial 
Protocols. Eelating to these registers, and from 
the time of their institution or at later periods, 
extensive statutory powers were conferred on the 
Lord Clerk-Eegister. These included the issue and 
authentication of the volumes used in the com- 
pilation of the registers, their final custody and 
preservation when completed, and the superinten- 
dence and, in some cases, the appointment of the 
clerks or keepers, who were made responsible to 
him for the regular and strict discharge of their 
duties. The courts of law were empowered and 
enjoined, on his complaint or application, to aid 
him in every way in the discharge of these duties, 
by enforcing his orders or giving efiect to his 
complaints against negligent or refractory oflBicers. 
The policy, thus adopted, of placing the public 
registers of the kingdom under the supervision 
and ultimate keeping of an oflBicer of State was 
one well calculated to secure the completeness, 
authenticity, and uniformity of the records, the 
permanence of the materials used in their prepara- 
tion, and their protection, as far as possible, from 
the many accidents and agencies of destruction 
and decay to which written memorials have at all 
times and everywhere, but, in some respects, 
especially in Scotland, been peculiarly liable. No 
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sanction was wanting that might be added by a 
position of rank and influence to the Clerk- 
Eegister's authority in the exercise of these 
important functions. As an officer of State, his 
status and precedence were defined by statute. 
He had a seat and vote in Parliament, and was a 
member of Privy Council, one of those who, in 
1593, were appointed to be in constant attendance 
on the King. 

Wise and well-advised as the system was, how- 
ever, the results attained, as attested by the 
statute-book and the evidence of extant records, 
did not always meet the expectations of its framers, 
either as regards the preparation or the security 
of the records. The clerks and keepers of the 
registers (we refer especially to those relating to 
private rights) were, as a rule, paid by the fees of 
registration and inspection, and their offices were 
frequently bought or conferred, for considerations 
other than fitness, on incompetent persons. The 
holders thus appointed not only discharged their 
duties negligently, but had, in many cases, a direct 
and pecuniary interest in retaining the volumes of 
record in their own hands, untransmitted, for 
undue periods. This retention, in many cases, 
resulted in the loss of valuable records in the 
hands of the holders or their representatives, or 
in the destruction of such records by fire or other 
accidents, where, as was too often the case, the 
registers were kept in the ordinary dwelling- 
houses of the keepers. Many gaps and imper- 
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fections in various classes of our records are 
undoubtedly due to these causes. Their operation, 
however, was not confined to Scotland. National 
archives in other countries have, no doubt, sufiered 
as well by the negligence of oflBcials as by the 
apathy and indifference with which, on the part of 
a considerable section of the public, the preserva- 
tion of ancient muniments has been and still is 
regarded. But after making every allowance in 
these respects, and for the risks run in the civil 
broils in which all parts of our country were so 
frequently involved, it is the fact that by far the 
jnost serious losses we have to lament in the case 
of the Scottish records are those sustained in 
consequence of their wholesale removal to England 
by Edward I. and by Cromwell. 

Evidence of the existence, before the death of 
Alexander HE., of an extensive series of national 
records is afforded by a document now in the 
Public Eecord Office in London. This is a 
schedule or inventory, prepared in 1282, in 
obedience to a royal precept, by the King's clerks, 
Thomas de Carnoto, Ealph de Bosco, and 
William de Dunfreis, of the bulls, charters and 
other memoranda found in the King's treasury 
at Edinburgh. It contains a detailed list of 
a large number of papal bulls, charters, and 
treaties and other instruments relating to trans- 
actions with England, France, Flanders, and 
Norway, and concludes with an attestation that 
many other writings, enclosed in boxes, coffers, and 
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sacks, were, though not specified, seen and placed 
under seal by the officers entrusted with the pre- 
paration of the inventory. None of these now 
exist in Scotland. What became of them? An 
examination of the evidence leaves no reason for 
doubt that they were carried off to London, where 
some, in fact, still exist, though most of them 
have disappeared. 

As is well known, the claims of the various 
competitors to the Crown of Scotland after the 
death of the Maid of Norway, the recognised heir 
of Alexander in., were submitted to the arbitra- 
ment of Edward I. of England, in his assumed 
character of lord paramount. One of the first 
steps taken by Edward, in the execution of his 
office of arbiter, was the issue of a mandate, dated 
at Berwick, 12th August, 1291, directed to Ealph 
Basset of Drayton, whom he had appointed con- 
stable of the castle of Edinburgh, and William de 
Dunfres, keeper of the rolls of the kingdom of 
Scotland, for delivery to the commissioners therein 
named of the keys of the treasury in the castle, 
and of the boxes, chests, or other repositories 
containing charters, instruments, and other writ- 
ings relating to the rights of the claimants or to 
Edward himself and his kingdom. The com- 
missioners were appointed to aid the King in 
arriving at a decision and for that purpose to 
remove the muniments to which the precept 
referred and deposit them at the place assigned by 
him for their examination. In obedience to this 
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order, the writings selected by the commissioners 
as necessary for their purpose were removed from 
Edinburgh and transported to Berwick. An 
" Indenture," dated at Berwick, 23rd August, 
1291, records the fact and contains a catalogue of 
the documents removed, by no means exhaustive 
of those in the inventory of 1282, but sufficiently 
precise in its descriptions to identify many of 
them with corresponding entries in the earlier list. 
Others would, no doubt, be selected from among 
the many in the inventory of 1282 seen and sealed 
up, but not particularly described by those who 
prepared it. In addition to the writings mentioned, 
there is included in the indenture of 1291 a list 
of various jewels, relics, and articles of the royal 
wardrobe which, though not covered by their 
warrant, were also " lifted " by the English com- 
missioners. 

A Memorandum, still preserved in the Public 
Eecord Office, attests that, after their removal to 
Berwick, the documents selected by the com- 
missioners and contained in two coffers were 
deposited, along with five other writings, in a chest 
in the treasury of Berwick Castle. All reasonable 
doubt as to their ultimate disposal and that of the 
jewels, relics, and other articles will be set at rest 
by an interesting document printed at page 221, 
Vol. n., of Mr. Joseph Bain's Calendar of Scottish 
Documents deposited in H,M. Public Record Office in 
London. This is a schedule containing an inven- 
tory of jewels found in the castle of Edinburgh, 
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attached to which is a memorandum attesting 
that on 17th September, 1296, these jewels were 
sent from Berwick to London by the hands of 
John the Candelar in three coffers, and a great 
coffer and two small coffers with divers writings 
and memoranda found in the castle of Edinburgh, 
another coffer containing relics, and various other 
articles. "All these," the memorandum concludes, 
" the said John delivered to Sir John de Droken- 
" ford, who deposited them in the wardrobe at 
" Westminster." Mr. Bain, in his preface to the 
volume mentioned, remarks of the writings referred 
to in this document that " it may be fairly sur- 
" mised that these comprised many, if not all, of 
" the old records of Scotland." They, no doubt, 
included all that the commissioners had selected 
as relevant to the claims of the competitors for 
the Crown of Scotland and to Edward's own pre- 
tensions ; but they formed only a comparatively 
small number of the documents included in the 
inventory of 1282 as then existing in the royal 
treasury at Edinburgh, and the bulk of which 
remained in charge of the English constable. It 
has now to be shown that these too found their 
way at first probably to Berwick and afterwards, 
certainly, to London. 

The right of John Baliol to the Crown was 
decided by Edward on 17th November, 1292; 
and, after his coronation at Scone, on the 30th of 
the same month, it would appear from an in- 
denture, dated at Newcastle-on-Tyne, 30th Decem- 
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ber following (the counter part of which is 
preserved in the Register House), that the Scottish 
writings therein enumerated were delivered to 
Alexander Baliol, chamberlain of Scotland, on 
behalf of King John. This indenture contains a 
list of records and muniments sent by Ealph 
Basset from the castle of Edinburgh to the castle 
of Roxburgh, on the order of certain persons whom 
Edward had appointed to audit, at Berwick and 
Roxburgh, the public accounts of Scotland ; and 
testifies that the documents so transported were 
delivered to the chamberlain wholly and entirely 
as they were received by the auditors. The list 
enumerates not only a great number of rolls of 
accounts and charters such as, naturally enough, 
might be required for reference by the auditors, 
but also many other writings and rolls relating to 
public affairs, the royal household, and inter- 
national relations, with bulls and other papal 
letters, all with a few exceptions described in mass, 
without much or any attempt at even classifica- 
tion. Evidently these were the records and 
muniments left in the castle when those selected 
by the commissioners of King Edward were 
removed in August, 1291. The indenture is 
silent as to the place of delivery and subsequent 
destination of these records. They ought, after 
delivery to the chamberlain, to have been returned 
to Edinburgh Castle, but they appear to have 
been retained at Berwick in view of the realisation 
of Edward's cherished designs on the kingdom, 
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and though nominally in the custody of the 
chamberlain of Scotland were really kept within 
reach of Edward or his officers during the whole 
of Baliol's brief and inglorious reign, and, after his 
renunciation, to have been, at some date during 
the War of Independence, removed bodily to 
London. This is evidenced by existing docu- 
ments. On the deposition or renunciation of 
Baliol in 1296, Edward appointed Hugh Cressing- 
ham to be treasurer of Scotland. A memorandum, 
dated at Berwick, 16th September, 1696 (the day 
before the dispatch to London of the more import- 
ant paper? and jewels already mentioned), sets 
forth the delivery to Cressingham at Berwick of 
many rolls of accounts found in the castle of 
Edinburgh and dating as far back as 1218. On 
10th May, 1304, Edward's clerk of the wardrobe 
delivered to his receiver of rents in Scotland 19 
rolls of extent of the royal demesnes and sheriflTs 
accounts north of the Forth. In 1306 a precept 
is directed to John de Sandale, then chamberlain 
of Scotland, for a search among the charters and 
letters patent of " the late kings of Scotland " for 
evidence of a grant to the abbot of Dryburgh.^ 
Finally, we have in Bishop Stapleton's Kalendars 
of the documents deposited in the Treasury of the 
English Exchequer in 1323 a long inventory of 
Scottish records and muniments, including many 
public documents described in detail, and ending 

^ Liber de Dryburgh (Bannatyne Club, 1647), p. 229. 
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with an entry of " Muniments of the kings of 
^^ Scotland and others of that kingdom,'' as 
charters, &c., which are not otherwise specified, 
but were contained in '' two forcers of leather 
"bound with iron, four hanapers covered with 
"black leather, nine wooden forcers, eighteen 
" hanapers of twigs, and thirty-two boxes," besides 
the other muniments and memoranda of the same 
country particularly specified in the Kalendar. 
This Kalendar is printed at length in Sir Francis 
Palgrave's Ancient KaUndars and Inventories of 
the Treasury of His Majesty's Exchequer, 
published in 1836, and is re-produced at page 108 
et seq. of The Scottish Antiquary for January, 1898. 
When to the evidence of the documents thus cited 
is added the fact that many of the original Scottish 
muniments enumerated in them — actual members 
of the corpus delicti — are still preserved in London, 
it is matter for surprise that the placing of the 
responsibility for the abstraction or loss of our 
earliest memorials should ever have been a subject 
of controversy. The return of such as still exist 
would be a somewhat tardy but not too late 
compliance with the treaty of Northampton.^ 

Only a little less disastrous in its results on later 
records was their capture by Cromwell on the 
surrender of Stirling Castle, in 1651, and their 
subsequent removal to the Tower of London. The 

1 The inventories of 1282, 1291, 1292, and 1296 are printed 
at length in Mr. Thomson's edition of the Acts of the Scottish 
Parliament, Vol. L, pp. 107-118. 
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Eegisters of the Privy Seal alone escaped on this 
occasion. These were saved by the fidelity of Mr. 
Andrew Martin, the clerk in charge, who had fled 
with them to the highlands and, eluding the 
vigilance of the protector's officers, concealed them 
there for ten years. They were recovered from 
his representatives in 1707. 

A large part of the registers removed by Crom- 
well, consisting of those relating to private rights, 
the absence of which occasioned much incon- 
venience in the administration of justice and in 
carrying on the government, was inventoried and, 
to the number of 1547 volumes, returned to 
Edinburgh in 1657. The remainder, more inter- 
esting and for historical purposes more valuable, 
were retained until after the Eestoration. In 
December, 1660, in obedience to an order for their 
return, they were packed in "hogsheads and 
" kists " and placed on board the Eagle frigate at 
Gravesend for conveyance to Scotland, under the 
immediate charge of Mr. John Young. The frigate 
on its way put into Yarmouth, and 85 of the hogs- 
heads were there transhipped into a merchant 
vessel of Burntisland called the Elizabeth^ bound 
for Leith. The transhipment was made by order 
of Major Fletcher, commander of the frigate, in 
spite of the protests of Young and of John Wemy s, 
master and owner of the Elizabeth. The precise 
reason for the proceeding is not apparent from the 
extant documents, and unless the frigate had been 
actually endangered by the presence of its cargo in 
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the course of the brief voyage from Gravesend to 
Yarmouth, the transfer does not appear to have 
been justified. The Elizabeth weighed anchor on 
a signal froin the Eagle (which, contrary to the 
expectation of Wemys, did not sail in convoy) and 
three days afterwards encountered a gale, in which 
she foundered, with her cargo, 18 miles oflf Cockle 
and Winterton, the crew and passengers escaping 
by boat. Investigation into the circumstances 
attending the loss of the records was made by 
direction of the Scottish Parliament, and, after the 
examination of witnesses, the parties responsible, 
viz., Fletcher, Young, and Wemys, were exonered 
of all blame. The depositions of the witnesses 
adduced by Fletcher have not been found; but 
those made on behalf of Wemys are still preserved, 
and, if they are to be relied on, it is difficult to 
escape the conclusion that the commander of the 
frigate escaped very easily. 

Apparently only ten hogsheads were retained* 
on board the frigate, and the records contained in 
them, including, probably, those now extant 
relating to Parliament and the Privy Council, 
were all that escaped shipwreck. In the absence 
of all particulars of the contents of the hogs- 
heads transferred to the Elizabeth^ it is impossible 
to say what the records were which perished 
when she foundered. The missing rolls of charters 
granted by Kobert I. and his immediate successors, 
and which are known to have been in existence 
at the beginning of the 17th century, with many 
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State papers and rolls or volumes of accounts, 
may have been among the number; but these 
could have filled only a small proportion of 85 
hogsheads. Indeed, having regard to the records 
still preserved for the period prior to the Civil 
War, and to the safe return, in 1657, of all those 
relating to private rights, it is difficult to believe 
that those remaining could have filled anything 
like that number of hogsheads. Had the prospect 
of an unusually safe and speedy transit suggested 
the conveyance on board the frigate of other 
less valuable and probably private property to 
Leith ? 

The tale is still incomplete, and other losses may 
be referred to as illustrations of the misfortunes 
which, like an evil fate, pursued for centuries 
our national muniments. The older records of 
Chancery, deposited in the abbey of Holyrood, 
and some of the earlier municipal records of the 
' city of Edinburgh, are believed to have perished 
when the abbey and city were burned by Hert- 
ford in 1544 or 1547. The more important 
records of the Eeformed Church were, in 1651, 
transferred for safety to the Bass, were captured 
on the surrender of that fortress in 1652, and 
were, like the public records, transported to 
London. Since then all trace of their existence 
has disappeared. K returned in 1660 they may 
have been lost with the Elizabeth, or survived ship- 
wreck only to meet destruction in the great fire 
of 1700, in which it is believed that various 
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church registers, as well as those relating to teinds, 
were involved. Other registers relating to the 
Church were entrusted, during the Civil War, to 
the Earl of Balcarras, found their way after 
various transmissions to the library of Sion 
College, and, being produced before a committee 
of the House of Commons on Church Patronage in 
1834, perished, while lying in the committee-rooms, 
in the fire which overtook the Houses of Parlia- 
ment in October of that year. 

To this long roll of disaster, sustained by fire 
and flood and at the hands of the national 
enemies, must be added the injuries inflicted by 
the " greedy tooth " of time, always and every- 
where intent on written memorials, and aggravated 
in Scotland not only by the defective and make- 
shift character of the repositories in which, for 
greater security, the records were from time to 
time placed, but also by the apathy and neglect 
of those responsible for their safety. The castle 
of Edinburgh, as the strongest fortress of the 
kingdom, was from the earliest period their usual 
home, as the Tower of London was for some of the 
English archives. After the Eestoration they 
were removed at various times, and, for greater 
convenience of access and reference, to the vaults, 
damp and imperfectly lighted, below the Parlia- 
ment House. Here they remained for fully a 
century, and, besides being injured by the defects 
of the situation, were treated with inexcusable 
neglect, several of the hogsheads which escaped 
h 
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shipwreck on their transport from London having 
remained till 1753 unopened. The insuflScient 
character of the repository, moreover, necessitated 
the removal of resfisters and warrants to the 
private residences of the clerks or keepers, or 
suggested their retention there, a course followed, 
in some instances, by their destruction by fire, as 
in the case of the teind records, or by their dis- 
appearance from other causes. Public attention 
was at last aroused to those evils, and resulted in 
the erection of the Eegister House as a general 
repository. To this building, admirably con- 
structed in every way for that purpose, they were 
removed in 1784. 

In view of the many vicissitudes and losses thus 
briefly reviewed, it is matter both of surprise 
and congratulation that so much material has 
survived. If many of the oldest and, for historical 
purposes, more valuable records have perished, and 
others exhibit irreparable gaps, much remains 
that is indispensable to the historian, the genea- 
logist, and the general searcher, alike as to the 
land, the language, and the people. There are at 
present deposited in the Eegister House about 
60,000 manuscript volumes, and an equivalent in 
bulk of unbound warrants and other papers. By 
far the greater number of these is, of course, 
recent ; but the accumulation embraces, besides 
many ancient records, an extensive collection of 
charters and other original documents dating from 
the 12th century onward. Large accessions are 
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continually being made by the transmission of 
current registers and of judicial proceedings. 

Reference to this mass of material for the pur- 
poses of research has been and is being much and 
increasingly facilitated by the publication from 
time to time, by aid of parliamentary grants, of 
the contents of the more important registers, 
those of the Parliament, the Privy Council, the 
Exchequer EoUs, the Treasurer's Accounts, and 
the Great Seal, to which is about to be added the 
register of the Privy Seal. Much, however, 
remains to be done in the work of calendaring and 
indexing of original papers and of the volumes of 
important registers, the number and bulk of 
which render publication, even in an abridged 
form, impracticable. 

With the Union in 1 707 the Scottish Parliament 
ceased to exist, and the business transacted by the 
greater State departments was removed to the seat 
of the central government. The revenue of this 
part of the United Kingdom continued for a con- 
siderable period to be collected and, for certain 
purposes, administered under the supervision of 
the Court of Exchequer ; but this control, 
gradually diminished as considerations of economy 
or expediency suggested, was altogether termi- 
nated in 1833. The authoritative records of the 
local or domestic history of Scotland, therefore, 
since the union of the kingdoms, so far as affected 
or controlled by the departments of State, are to be 
found elsewhere; although the proceedings of 
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various statutory or royal commissions, such as 
those relating to the Courts of Law, the 
Universities, and the Highlands, are deposited in 
the Eegister House. There should be no diflSculty 
in adding to these the records of any central 
departments either partially or wholly concerned 
with the administration of exclusively Scottish 
afiairs. 

It has been observed that not a few blanks in 
the various series of Scottish records are due to 
their being left, in many cases, in the hands of the 
clerks or keepers entrusted with their preparation. 
Many notarial protocols were undoubtedly retained 
by their owners in forgetfulness or [neglect of the 
statutory provisions which required their trans- 
'mission to the central repository. It is extremely 
probable that many records of this class, surviving 
all the risks to which, in private custody, they are 
so peculiarly liable, may still exist in the hands of 
the representatives of their original holders or of 
those acquiring possession from them ; and it is 
permissible to hope, that if this volume should 
meet the eyes of any private custodians, they may 
be induced, as some enlightened possessors have 
been, to restore such records to public custody. 

To conclude these general observations, it may 
be added that by the Act 42 & 43 Victoria, c. 44 
(1879), it was enacted that the Lord Clerk- 
Eegister should continue to be one of the oflScers 
of State in Scotland, with the same status and 
precedeuce as formerly, but that no rights^ 
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privileges- or duties should be attached to the 
office other than those connected with the election 
of representative peers of Scotland. He was also 
continued as Keeper of the Signet. To the Deputy 
Clerk-Kegister was transferred, save as otherwise 
provided, the rights, authorities, privileges, and 
duties formerly vested in the Lord Clerk-Eegister 
with reference to the public registers, records, and 
rolls of Scotland. The custody of the records, 
therefore, is now committed to the Deputy Clerk- 
Eegister as Keeper of the Eecords of Scotland. 
With the sanction and by authority of the present 
holder of the office, Sir Stair Agnew, K.C.B., the 
present volume was undertaken and is now 
published. 

In the course of revising the office catalogues it 
was found advisable to adopt an improved system 
of classification. This is represented in the 
following pages, which form an abridgment of 
the catalogues, and will be followed, as far as 
practicable, having regard to the convenience of 
the officials in charge as well as the public, m the 
actual arrangement of the records. To each class 
or sub-class are prefixed or appended a few obser- 
vations relating to the origin and history, or 
explanatory of the purpose, of the particular 
record, which may be useful to those prosecuting 
or intending to prosecute research. Throughout 
such notes and observations. Acts of the Scottish 
Parliament are cited bv reference to the record 
edition published under the editorship of Mr. 
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Thomas Thomson, Deputy Clerk-Eegister, and Mr. 
Cosmo Innes. The citations differ in most 
instances from those made in older law books and 
still to a large extent repeated by modern writers. 

It can hardly be expected that, in a publication 
of this kind, bristling with dates on every page, 
complete freedom from mistakes has been secured ; 
and indulgence is accordingly craved for any that 
may be found. This will be the more readily 
extended when it is remembered that the keepers 
and clerks of the older classes of registers were, 
as a rule, entirely indifferent to the maintenance 
of a strict chronological order in the compilation 
of their record. The first and last entries in a 
given volume by no means, in most cases, precisely 
define the period covered by it. That can, fre- 
quently, be arrived at only by an examination of 
the volume leaf by leaf ; and the elimination of all 
errors arising in this way must therefore be left to 
their discovery from time to time as occasion 
arises for reference or inspection in the case of 
individual volumes. 

In the Appendix will be found a precis of the 
records of the Court of Teinds, of the Court of the 
Lord Lyon, and of the office of H.M. Chancery. 
These (except to a partial extent in the case of 
Chancery) are not transmitted to the Clerk- 
Register, and thanks are due to the courtesy of Mr. 
Elliot, clerk of Teinds ; Mr. Grant, Lyon Clerk ; 
and Mr. Stalker, depute-director of Chancery, for 
the lists printed. It was intended also to include 
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in the Appendix a description of the interesting 
records of the High Court of Justiciary, but these, 
it is understood, will, more appropriately, be intro- 
duced to the public by the present clerk of 
Justiciary. 

The compiler of the present volume expresses 
his great indebtedness to his chief. Sir Stair Agnew, 
for the kind encouragement extended to him in 
undertaking its preparation, and to his colleagues, 
especially Dr. Maitland Thomson, curator of the 
Historical Department; Mr. Anderson, assistant 
curator; and Mr. Clark, of the General Eecord 
Office, for much assistance willingly given through- 
out. Mr. Clark has taken great pains to revise 
the lists with the detailed office catalogues in daily 
use by the department, on the re-construction and 
correction of which he has been, with the writer, 
closely engaged for some years. Many obligations 
are also acknowledged to Mr. Moir Bryce, whose 
" Handbook of Eecords in H.M. General Eegister 
" House," printed for private circulation in 1885, 
may be regarded as the forerunner of this volume, 
and to whom the national repository is indebted 
for not a few original charters and other MSS. 
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CLASS I. 

RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 
THE CROWN, PARLIAMENT, REVENUE, 
AND ADMINISTRATION. 



ERRATUM. 



Page 3, line 5th from foot, for 11, 12, read 12, 13. 



and are prescriDeci oy an jMi\> oi xanioiiiouu |m»ooovi <^u 
20th December, 1567 (A.P. III., p. 23). It was re- 
enacted by an Act of the Convention of Estates at 
Edinburgh on 18th April, 1689, and was taken on their 
accession by King William and Queen Mary at the 
Revolution, and by Queen Anne. The originals are 
preserved. 



CLASS I. 

RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 
THE CROWN, PARLIAMENT, REVENUE, 
AND ADMINISTRATION. 



1. Oaths of Sovereigns at their Accession. 

Of the oath taken at their coronation by the sovereigns 
preceding the Reformation no official record has been 
preserved, but its terms may be taken as indicated by the 
Act of the General Council at Perth on 27th January, 
139f , on occasion of the appointment of the Duke of 
Rothesay to the regency in the reign of Robert III. By 
that Act the Duke is directed to be sworn " to fulfil after 
"his power all things that the King in his crowning was 
" sworn for till do," and these are expressed at length. 

Upon the adoption of the reformed religion the terms 
of the oath were adapted to the changed circumstances 
and are prescribed by an Act of Parliament passed on 
20th December, 1567 (A.P. III., p. 23). It was re- 
enacted by an Act of the Convention of Estates at 
Edinburgh on 18th April, 1689, and was taken on their 
accession by King William and Queen Mary at the 
Revolution, and by Queen Anne. The originals are 
preserved. 
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The oath taken since the Union with England is that 
prescribed by an Act of the Scottish Parliament, incorpo- 
rated in the Treaty of Union, providing that the sovereign 
succeeding thereafter to the Royal Government of Great 
Britain shall in all time coming, at his or her accession 
to the Crown, swear and subscribe that they shall 
inviolably maintain and preserve the settlement of the 
true Protestant religion, and the worship, discipline, 
right, and privileges of the Presbyterian Church as 
thereby established in prosecution of the Claim of 
Right. The oath is taken at the first meeting of Privy 
Council, and, when subscribed by the sovereign and the 
members of Council present, is transmitted to the Lord 
President of the Court of Session, registered in the Books 
of Sederunt, and thereafter deposited in the Register 
House for preservation. 

The following are the oaths preserved : — 

1. Oath of King William and Queen Mary, sworn and 

subscribed at Whitehall, 11th May, 1689. 

2. Oath of Queen Anne, sworn and subscribed at St. 

James's, 8th March, 1702. This oath is accom- 
panied by an attestation by ten members of the 
Privy Council of Scotland that the Claim of Right 
contained in the Declaration of the Estates of the 
Kingdom of Scotland, and the Article of Griev- 
ances to be redressed in Parliament, voted and 
approved by the Estates two days afterwards, 
were first read before Her Majesty. 

3. Oath of King George I., sworn and subscribed at St. 

James's, 22nd September, 1714, with the Order in 
Council directing its transmission and registration. 

4. Oath of King George II., sworn and subscribed at 

Leicester House, 14th June, 1727. 

5. Oath of King George III., sworn and subscribed at 

Carlton House, 25th October, 1760, with the rela- 
tive Order in Council. 

6. Oath of George Augustus Frederick, Prince of Wales, 
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Regent of the United Kingdom, sworn and sub- 
scribed at Carlton House, 6th February, 1811, 
with the relative Order in Council. 

7. Oath of King George IV., sworn and subscribed at 

Carlton House, 30th January, 1820, with the 
relative Order in Council, and an autograph letter 
of Sir Walter Scott, as one of the principal Clerks 
of Session, transmitting the oath to the Lord 
Clerk Register for preservation. 

8. Oath of King William IV., sworn and subscribed at 

St. James's, 26th June, 1830, with the relative 
Order in Council. 

9. Oath of Queen Victoria, sworn and subscribed at 

Kensington, 20th June, 1837, with the relative 
Order in Council. 
10. Oath of his present Majesty, sworn and subscribed 
at St. James's, 23rd January, 1901, with the rela- 
tive Order in Council. 
Additional interest is lent to these oaths by the signa- 
tures of the Privy Councillors present at the time, 
embracing as they do most of the prominent statesmen 
and others of the successive reigns. 

2. Oaths of Allegiance, Declarations of Assur- 
ance, Abjuration, &c. 

No Oaths of Allegiance are preserved earlier than the 
reign of Charles II. To the oath prescribed in his reign 
by the Act of 27th February, 1661, c. 62, was added an 
Acknowledgment of the Eoyal Prerogatives as defined 
by the Acts of 11th, 16th, and 25th January, 1661, caps. 
6, 7, 11, 12, and 22. 
1. Portfolio containing Oaths of Allegiance and 
Acknowledgments of the Eoyal Prerogatives re- 
quired to be signed by all persons called to places 
of public trust. 1661-1685. 
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2. Portfolio containing Declarations prescribed by the 

Act of 5tli September, 1662, c. 54, against the 
lawfulness of the National Covenant and Solemn 
League and Covenant. 1673 to 1687, and undated. 

3. Two volumes kept by Thomas Moncreiffe of that ilk, 

Clerk of His Majesty's Treasury and Exchequer, 
commencing 16th July, 1680, and ending 10th 
December, 1686, containing Oaths of Allegiance 
and Declarations under the Acts of 1661 and 1662. 

4. Portfolio containing Oaths of Allegiance, and Oaths 

of AUegfiance and Assurance, taken by the Peers 
and Commissioners for Shires and Burghs in 
Parliament, in terms of the Declaration of the 
Convention of Estates at Edinburgh, 11th April, 
1689; the subsequent Act of Parliament, 17th 
June, 1689, c. 2 ; and the Act of 22nd July, 1690, 
c. 99, adding the Assurance. 1689, 1690, 1693, 
1695, 1696, 1698, 1700, 1702, 1703, 1704 (burghs 
wanting), 1705 and 1706. 

5. Portfolio containing Oaths of Allegiance and 

Assurance, signed before the Lords or Officers of 
Treasury or Exchequer, chiefly on occasion of 
taking any public Office, or receiving Charters of 
Novodamus, Gifts of Pension, Remissions, &c. 
1692 to 1707. 

6. Two volumes containing Oaths of Allegiance and 

Assurance, from 24th June, 1693, to 6th January, 
1702, and from 26th September, 1703, to 5th 
August, 1714. 

7. Oaths of Allegiance taken by the Officers of' the 

Mint from 1690 to 1710. 

8. Four portfolios containing Oaths of Allegiance and 

Assurance taken before or reported to the Privy 
Council. 1689 to 1692, 1693, 1694, 1698, 1699, 
and 1702 to 1708. 

9. Portfolio containing three lists or registers of per- 

sons taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Abjura- 
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tion and subscribing the Assurance before the 
Lords of Council and Session, with certificates of 
the oaths being taken by other persons qualifying 
for oflSce by subscribing before Courts in London. 
1715-1722. 

10. Portfolio containing Oaths of Allegiance, Assurance, 

and Abjuration under the Act of the Parliament 
of Scotland, 12th June, 1702, c. 1 ; the 22nd 
Article of the Treaty of Union and English Acts 
there referred to ; and the Act 1 George L, c. 13., 
and subsequent Acts. 1707 to 1760. 

11. Portfolio containing Oaths of Allegiance, &c. 

1760-1820. 

12. Inventory of Oaths of Allegiance signed before the 

Privy Council. 1693 to 1706. 

The " Tests " subscribed under the Act of 31st August, 
1681, c. 6, will be found among the warrants of the Privy 
Council Eecords, infra. 

The Bonds of Association entered into in 1696 by 
members of Parliament and many others in support and 
defence of King William on the occasion of a conspiracy 
against his life are placed in the collection of State Papers. 
The subscription of this Bond was made obligatory on all 
persons in public trusts, civil or military, by the Act of 
25th September, 1696, c. 3. In the same collection are a 
Bond of Homage and Fealty by the Earl of Eoss to King 
Eobert I. in 1308 ; various Bonds of Manrent, by which 
Mary of Guise sought, in most cases for specified " con- 
siderations," to secure adherents during the minority of 
Queen Mary ; and Bonds of Assurance subscribed chiefly 
by heritors in the north-eastern counties in 1689. 
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8. Records and Papers relating to the Regalia, 
Royal Household, Wardrobe, &c. 

(1) The Eegalia. 

1. Eecord of the proceedings of the Commission 

appointed by warrant of the Prince Regent, dated 
28th October, 1817, to open the chest in the 
Crown Room of the Castle of Edinburgh, supposed 
to contain the Regalia of Scotland. 
A Royal Commission had been previously granted by 
George IV. on 5th March, 1794, for the discovery of the 
Regalia, and the Commissioners thereby appointed had 
reported that, on opening and inspecting the Crown 
Room, they had found in it a locked oak chest for which 
there was no key, and being doubtful of the propriety of 
forcing the chest they left it unopened till the royal 
pleasure was made known. Nothing further was done 
until 1817, when the above warrant was granted autho- 
rising the forcible opening of the chest. The volume 
contains the Minutes of the Commission, their report on 
the discovery of the Regalia inside the chest, and subse- 
quent proceedings, ending with a minute dated 18th 
December, 1830, when an addition was made to the 
Regalia of certain jewels bequeathed by the Cardinal of 
York to George IV., viz., a collar and badge of the 
Garter, an ancient rose diamond badge of St. Andrew, and 
a sapphire ring set with brilliants supposed to be 
" King Charles' coronation ring." 

2. The Protocol Book of Mr. Alexander Baillie, writer 

in Edinburgh, and notary public, containing, 
among other Instruments, the Notarial Act and 
Protestation made on 26th March, 1707, by the 
deputy of William, Earl Marischal, Great Maris- 
chal of Scotland, and heritable keeper of the 
Regalia, upon the delivery of the Regalia, viz., the 
Crown, Sceptre, and Sword of State (which are 
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minutely described), into the hands of David, Earl 
of Glasgow, Lord Treasurer Depute, in the Crown 
Eoom of Edinburgh Castle, to be lodged in a chest 
within the said Crown Room, without prejudice 
to the right of the Earl Marischal to keep the 
same in his Castle of Dunnottar, as his ancestors 
had hitherto done, or elsewhere within the King- 
dom of Scotland. 
3. Portfolio containing the originals of the Instrument 
above mentioned, dated 26th March, 1707, the 
Royal Commission of 1794, and the Royal War- 
rant of 1817 ; with the Report made to the Com- 
missioners on the condition of the Regalia by 
Professor Jamieson and Thomas Allan, lapidary, 
the Commission to the Scottish OflScers of State to 
whom the future care of the Regalia was entrusted, 
and other letters and papers (52 in all). 
Some of the foregoing documents were printed by the 

Bannatyne Club in 1829 in the volume entitled " Papers 

" relating to the Regalia of Scotland." 

(2) The Royal Wardrobe and Household. 

1. Volume containing Inventories of the Royal Ward- 

robe, Regalia, jewels, plate, &c., and of the clothes 
of Queen Madeleine, in 1589, 1542, and 1543; 
and Inventories of the Regalia, jewels, plate, books, 
furnishings, &c., which belonged to King James 
VI., and of the artillery and munitions in the 
Castle of Edinburgh in 1578-9, with relative papers 
consisting of memoranda, receipts, &c. 

2. Six portfolios containing similar Inventories of the 

moveables, jewels, &c., which belonged to Queen 
Mary (printed by the Bannatyne Club in 1863), 
and papers consisting of detached accounts and 
other documents relating to the Royal Household 
audits management, from 1507 to 1685. An in- 
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ventory of these papers is put up with the port- 
folios. 

3. Volume consisting of Inventories of the moveables 

which belonged to the Queen Regent and to Queen 
Mary and the Earl of Moray, delivered to the 
Queen's valet de chambre in 1561, 1562, and 1563. 

4. Two volumes containing accounts for apparel sup- 

plied to the King from 1590 to 1600. 



4. Records of Parliament, Convention of 
Estates, and Committee of Estates. 

(1) Parliament. 

From causes alluded to in the preface to this volume, 
the extant parliamentary records for the period prior to 
the latter half of the 15th century are of the scantiest. 
There remain only six rolls of proceedings in parliaments 
held by John Baliol in 1292 and 1293, by David II. in 
1368 and 1369, and by Robert II. in 1388 and 1389. 

Materials, more or less authentic, however, for a fairly 
full history of the proceedings of earlier parliaments or 
national councils are found in various MS. collections 
which were used by Mr. Thomas Thomson, Deputy-Clerk 
Register, in the preparation of the first and second 
volumes of his edition of " The Acts of the Parliaments of 
Scotland." Of these collections the following are 
deposited in the Register House : — 
1. The " Berne Manuscript," a small 13th-century 
volume written on vellum, and containing the 
Laws of the Marches between England and Scot- 
land, the laws printed in the first volume of 
Thomson's Acts, as the " Assises Regis Willelmi " 
and the " Statuta Alexandri II.," and the Laws 
and Customs of the four burghs of Edinburgh, 
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Eoxburgh, Berwick, and Stirling. The MS. was 
recovered in 1814 from the Public Library of 
Berne. 

2. The "Ayr Manuscript," a volume written on vellum, 

in the reign of Eobert I., and containing collec- 
tions of the laws of Scotland, including those of 
David I. and Eobert I., the laws of the burghs, 
the ** Statuta Gildee," besides many brieves and 
other royal writs. 

3. The " Drummond Manuscript," a quarto volume 

written on paper about the end of the 15th century. 
Deposited in the Eegister House by Sir William 
Drummond of Logie Almond. 

4. The volume known as " The Black Book," a register 

or abbreviate of public documents, and containing 
an account of parliamentary proceedings from 
1357 to 1402. 

5. The " Haddington Manuscript," part of a Parliamen- 

tary Eegister, containing a record of eight parlia- 
ments of Eobert II. and Eobert III. from 1384 to 
1400. The volume belonged to the first Earl of 
Haddington, appointed Clerk Eegister in 1612. 

6. Two manuscripts written in the latter half of the 

15th century, and containing records, somewhat 
irregularly entered, of parliaments held in the 
reigns of Eobert III. and the first three Jameses 
from 1400 to 1476. These are bound in one 
volume, and were printed in the first volume of a 
former compilation of the Scottish Acts (ulti- 
mately superseded by Mr. Thomson's edition) as 
authentic records. They are transcripts only. 
The oflScial Eecord following the six rolls above referred 
to commences with the year 1466, in the reign of James 
III., and continues, though with considerable imperfec- 
tions, to the year 1706, when it terminates with an 
incompleted entry on 27th November. The proceedings 
of the Session of 1707, the last of the National Parlia- 
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ment, are thus left without any official record other than 
the original minutes and warrants. 

7. The Record is contained in 39 folio volumes (besides 

the two transcripts above referred to, which, 
bound together, have been marked as the first of 
the series). Volume II., 1466 to 1474, is imper- 
fect, and Vols. III., v., VII., VIII., XII., and 
XIII. are injured or incomplete. 

8. Decreets of Forfeiture pronounced by Parliament 

from 1685 to 1695 are recorded in two separate 
volumes. 

9. Minutes of Parliament are contained in three 

volumes (1) from 15th May, 1650, to 6th June, 

1651, printed A.P., Vol. VI., part 2 ; (2) from 1st 

January to 12th July, 1661, printed A.P., VII., 

appx. pp. 1-82; and (3) 1669-1674, printed 

A.P., VII., appx. pp. 106-115, and VIII., pp. 1-31. 

Other Minutes of Parliament discovered since the 

printing of Mr. Thomson's edition of the Acts are bound 

up, in chronological order, with the supplementary series 

of parliamentary papers after-mentioned. 

(2) Convention of Estates. 

A Convention of Estates differed from Parliament, 
according to Sir George Mackenzie, " in that the Parlia- 
" ment can both impose taxations and make laws ; 
" whereas the Convention of Estates can only impose or 
" rather offer taxations and make statutes for uplifting 
" those particular taxations, but can make no laws." 

The scope of the Convention and the particular occa- 
sion of its being assembled were not always, however, 
limited to the imposition of a taxation. The Conventions 
held at Stirling and Edinburgh in 1571 and 1572 were 
called for the purpose of electing regents during the 
minority of James VI. ; and at the Convention in Stirling 
in 1577 and 1578 the King accepted the Government, 
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and the Eegent Morton demitted oflSce ; while the Con- 
ventions of Estates of 1643 and 1689 went, as the 
respective occasions required, far beyond the limits 
defined by Sir George. 

The only separate extant record of the Convention 
of Estates in this series is included in one volume, 
containing the Acts of the Convention at Holy- 
rood in 1598 and 1599; the Conventions of 
1643-44, 1665, 1667, and 1678. 
The Convention which met on 14th March, 1689, was 
" turned into a Parliament " on the meeting of the latter 
body on 5th June thereafter, and as such its Acts are 
recorded in the series of the official records of Parliament. 
The proceedings of other Conventions, beginning with 
that held at Stirling in 1545, are recorded in the 
registers of the Privy Council. 

(3) Committee of Estates. 

This Committee was first constituted, practically for 
the government of the country while Parliament was not 
sitting, by an Act of the second Parliament of Charles I., 
on 8th June, 1640, and continued till discharged by an 
Act dated 14th January, 1641. It was re-appointed, 
with enlarged powers, by an Act of the Convention of 
Estates on 26th August, 1643, and on various dates 
thereafter throughout the war, ending with the Commis- 
sion by the King and Parliament at Stirling on 3rd June, 
1651. Under this Commission no meeting took place 
till 23rd August, 1660. 

By these successive Acts very extensive powers, varied 
only in terms by the circumstances of the time, and par- 
ticularly the attitude of Parliament to the King and to 
England, were conferred upon the Committee, vesting it, 
indeed, with the whole functions of Parliament, as well as 
of the administration and executive. One half of the 
Committee was appointed to be constantly resident in 
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Edinburgh or other place most convenient, the other 
was directed to attend the army. Both divisions were to 
be in constant communication with each other, but each 
was independent within its own sphere, while a quorum 
of both was necessary, by the Act of 1640, before engage- 
ment in war or concluding any capitulation. The powers 
of the Committee appointed by the Convention of 
Estates on 29th April, 1689, were more limited. 

1. The Eecord of the proceedings of the Committee 

prior to the protectorate is embraced in 11 
volumes, commencing 28th August, 1643, and end- 
ing 22nd July, 1651, and, after the restoration, in 
two volumes, 23rd August to 8th December, 1660. 

2. Record of the proceedings of the Committee ap- 

pointed at the Revolution, in one volume, com- 
mencing 29th April and ending 23rd May, 1689. 

(4) Other Pakliamentary Committees and 

Commissions. 

1. Interpreters of the Act of Oblivion. 

Acts of the Committee, entitled " The Lords Enter- 
preters of the Act of Oblivion," from March, 1564, 
to 30th August, 1569. 1 vol. 
The Act of Oblivion or indemnity for all deeds done 
contrary to the law, from 6th March, 155|, to 1st Sep- 
tember, 1561, was passed on 4th June, 1563 ; and on the 
same day another Act was passed appointing a Committee 
of the three Estates for the purpose of interpreting the 
scope and application of the Act in litigated cases. The 
above volume is a Register of their decisions, much 
injured and otherwise incomplete. 

2. Committee for the Gom/mon Burdens of the Kingdom. 

This Committee was appointed by the King and Par- 
liament on 15th November, 1641, " to reduce the whole 
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" debtes, coinptes and burdingis resting by the publik 
" either within the kingdome or without the samen to a 
** full and compleet order." 

Eegister of the Committee from 19th November, 
1641, to 12th November, 1644. 1 vol. 

3. Committees for Moneys, Excise, and Prosecution 

of Malignants. 

This Committee was appointed on 3rd February, 1646, 
by the Parliament then meeting at St. Andrews for the 
purpose of receiving sums "borrowed" from various 
classes of the community for the sustenance of the army 
and garrisons, collecting the excise, proceeding against 
and imposing fines on "malignants," taking account of 
the losses sustained by the operations of the armies on 
either side, and by the quartering of troops, for giving 
relief accordingly, and for other kindred purposes. The 
Committee was divided into two sections, the first (" the 
" Committee of the North") to exercise its functions in the 
shires of Forfar, Meams, Aberdeen, Banfi", Moray, Nairn, 
Inverness, Cromarty, Sutherland, Caithness, and Orkney ; 
and the other (" the Committee of the South ") for the 
remaining shires and parts of the kingdom. The pro- 
ceedings of this Committee, and of a later Committee on 
Money and Accounts, are recorded in — 

1. Eegister of the Committee of the North, from 9th 

March to 28th October, 1646, and July, 1648. 

2. Eegister of the Committee of the South, from 3rd 

February to 26th October, 1646. 

3. Minute Book of Committee of Moneys, &c., from 

10th July, 1649, to 14th June, 1650. 

4. Oorrumission for the Communication of Trade, 

This Commission was appointed in terms of an Act 
passed on 1st September, 1698, to determine the difier- 
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ences, which had been the subject of much discussion and 
of preceding statutes, between Eoyal Burghs on the one 
part, and Burghs of Eegality and Barony on the other, as 
to the communication to the latter of the exclusive privi- 
leges of foreign import and export, which had long been 
in possession of the former ; and, particularly, to fix the 
quota payable by each individual burgh of regality and 
barony of a contribution in relief of the taxation imposed 
on Burghs Eoyal as possessors of these privileges. The 
proceedings of the Commission are recorded in a volume 
entitled, 

Eegister of the Commission of Parliament for Com- 
munication of Trade, from 10th January, 1699, to 
20th March, 1700. 
Other papers relating to the Commission will be found 
among the Warrants of Parliament. 

5. Commission on Public Accounts. 

Appointed by Act of 16th September, 1703, to take 

account of the receipt and disposal of all moneys raised 

on account of the public revenues since 11th April, 1689. 

Minutes of the Commission from 17th September, 

1703, to 3rd July, 1704, with their Eeport, which 

is printed and bound up with the Minutes. 

(5) Parliamentary Warrants and other Papers 
relating to proceedings in parliament. 

These consist of the original rolls, minutes, orders, and 
acts framed by the clerks of Parliament ; petitions pre- 
sented to Parliament; lists, minutes, and acts of committees 
of whose proceedings no separate register was kept ; and, 
in short, of all the documents incidental to the multi- 
farious proceedings of the national council which were 
used by the Clerk-Eegister and his deputies in framing 
the official records. In many cases they supply gaps in 
the record which could not otherwise be filled up. 
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Such of these Warrants as were available at the time of 
the publication of the several volumes of Mr. Thomson's 
editioji of the Acts were used in the compilation of that 
edition, and mostly printed in the text or appendices. 
All these were bound up in chronological series to 
correspond with each volume, and are now contained in 
46 volumes, extending from 1526 to 1707, including 10 
volumes of the Warrants of the Committee of Estates. 

Since the completion of that collection, however, a very- 
large number of original Warrants has been discovered 
among accumulations of other papers. These have been 
collected, arranged in chronological order, indexed, and 
bound in 24 volumes. 

The warrants of Parliament now preserved consist 
therefore of — 

1. Warrants of Parliament, 1526-to 1707, 36 volumes. 

2. Warrants of the Committee of Estates, 1640 to 

1660. 10 volumes. 

3. Volume of Parliamentary Papers, from 1643 to 

1651, and including an Act dated in 1581. 

4. Supplementary Series, from 1455 to 1707. 24 

volumes. 

5. A portfolio of papers relating chiefly to the transac- 

tions of the Committee of Burdens and Losses, 
Levies, and Quartering of Troops, a collection 
formerly in the possession of Robert Hepburn of 
Keith Marischall, clerk to the Committee. 1640 
to 1658. 

6. A bundle of reports to the Committee on Losses 

caused to proprietors and their tenants and others 
by the army and the enemy in and previous to 
the years 1646-47. 

7. A portfolio of Royal Letters to Parliament. 

8. Nine portfolios containing commissions of repre- 

sentatives to Parliament and Conventions of 
Estates, 1567 to 1706.. 
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(6) The Peerage of Scotland and Eecords of the 
Elections of Sixteen Representative Peers under 
the Treaty of Union, the Act of the Scottish 
Parliament of 5th February, 1707, and the Act 
of the British Parliament 6 Anne, c. 22, of 1st 
April, 1708. 

1. Volumo containing an extract Decreet of Eanking 

of the nobility of Scotland, dated 5tli March, 
1606, pronounced in terms of a commission 
granted by King James VI. for the purpose of 
settling the frequent disputes as to precedence at 
the meetings of Parliament and on other occa- 
sions ; with three copies of a memorial of the 
evidents and rights produced before the Commis- 
sion and on which the Decreet proceeded. 

2. The Union Eoll of the Peers of Scotland. This is a 

certified copy under the hand of the clerk of Par- 
liament. 

3. Portfolio containing 1 9 lists of the Peers of Scotland 

at various dates from 1606 to 1841. 

4. Record of all Orders and Resolutions of the House 

of Lords which have been communicated to the 
Lord Clerk-Register regarding the Peerage of 
Scotland since 1800, with certified Roll of the 
Peers prefixed. 

5. Portfolio containing the original Orders of the House 

of Lords signed by the clerk of Parliament, or 
copies thereof, as communicated to the Lords Clerk- 
Register since 1707, with Inventory thereof. 

6. Volume containing the Roll of the Peerage as called 

at Elections subsequent to 25th June, 1847, con- 
form to the Act 10 & 11 Victoria, c. 52, and sub- 
sequent Resolutions of the House of Lords. 

7. Volume containing Schedule of the Elections of 

representive Peers subsequent to 1800 prepared 



^ 
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with reference to the Acts 10 & 11 Victoria, c. 52, 
and 14 & 15 Victoria, c. 87. 
8. Record of the Elections of representative Peers from 
1761 to date. 5 volumes. 
No formal or official record of the proceedings at 
elections of representative Peers was prepared previous 
to the general election of 1761, when, on the direction of 
the Earl of Morton, then Lord Clerk-Register, a record 
was commenced, which preserves full details of that and 
every subsequent election up to the present date. 

The "Warrants" of the elections, consisting of the 
proclamations, oaths of Peers, proxies, voting papers, 
minutes, protests, &c., used in compiling the Record are 
preserved in one volume (for the election of 1708), 
and in 112 portfolios. For the earlier elections many of 
these warrants are wanting. 

An account of the proceedings at the successive elec- 
tions, from 1708 to 1788, was published by Mr. William 
Robertson, deputy-keeper of the Records, in 1790. 



5. Records of the Privy Council. 

As distinct from the General or National Council out 
of which Parliament was evolved, the Privy . Council 
appears to have been represented in the earlier centuries 
of authentic Scottish history by the body described as 
the King's Council, or, when exercising judicial functions, 
as the King's Court, consisting of the principal officers of 
State or of the Royal Household and of such others as 
the King himself might select to deliberate with them on 
matters of public concern, or to decide in causes of 
importance. It is jSrst named as the King's Secret or 
Privy Council in an Act of Parliament of 3rd February, 
14|^, by which certain persons of the three estates 
were appointed of the King's Secret Council, both for 
the administration of justice and also for other matters 

B 
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concerning his Majesty and the realm, and who were to 
be responsible to the King and the estates. Except on 
occasions similar to this last, when the King was in 
minority, or when it was considered necessary in the 
interest of the country to secure for Parliament a more 
direct control of the conduct of affairs, the right of 
nominating members of the Council was exercised by the 
King himself. By the Act 1640, c. 33, Parliament, 
founding on the above Act of 14|-§^, asserts its 
supremacy over the Council as well as all other " civil 
'* judicatories," and declares that " no dignity, quality, 
" place or office " shall exempt these or any person whatso- 
ever from the censure of the Acts against "leising- 
" makeris, raiseris and interteaneris of jealousies, 
" contentiones and divisiones betuix the King's Majestic 
" and this kirke and kingdome." As part of the 
arrangements made with Charles I. in the following year, 
it was enacted, 1641, c. 21, that the nomination of 
officers of State and Councillors should be made by the 
King with consent of Parliament. After the restoration 
the appointment of members of Council was declared by 
the Act 1661, c. 6, to be part of the prerogative of the 
Crown. During the latter years of the reign of James 
VI., and throughout the reigns of his successors until 
the revolution, the Privy Council practically usurped the 
whole powers of Parliament. 

The jurisdiction of the Council, originally covering all 
manner of causes, civil and criminal, was, after the 
institution of the Court of Session in 1532 and the 
organisation of the Court of Justiciary, limited usually to 
appeals from the judges ordinary in cases of the denial of 
justice, the punishment of wrongs for which redress could 
not otherwise be obtained, and of seditious and other 
offences against the public peace or special acts of 
Parliament, or which the Council was authorised to deal 
with by commission either from the King or Parliament. 

The series of volumes known as the " Acta Dominorum 



19 
Class I. — continued.] [Privy CounciL 

" Concilii " contains a record of the judicial acts of the 
Council from 1478 to 1532, and is included among the 
other judicial records, p. 81 postea. In these, as well 
as in the earlier records of the Court of Session, pro- 
ceedings relating to public matters are also occasionally 
recorded. In 1545 a new series was commenced and 
continued, which contains a full record of all the pro- 
ceedings of Council, administrative as well as judicial. 
The publication of these, commenced in 1877 under the 
editorship of Dr. Hill Burton, was continued under that 
of Professor Masson, and, since his retirement, is now 
proceeding under that of Professor Hume Brown. 

(1) The Records. 

The Records other than the Acta Dominorum ending in 
1532 consist of the following series : — 

1. 52 volumes, beginning in June, 1545, and ending 

on 30th April, 1707. These volumes contain, 
up to August, 1610, both the " Acta," or public 
and administrative Acts of the Council, and the 
" Decreta," or judgments pronounced in causes 
coming before the Council in its judicial capacity. 
After 1610 this series contains the Acta only. 
Among the Acta of the Council are recorded the 
proceedings of many of the Conventions of Estates 
printed in Mr. Thomson's edition of the Acts of 
Parliament. 

2. Twenty-eight volumes containing the Decreta from 

23rd August, 1610, to 12th March, 1705. 
There are unfortunately gaps and imperfections in both 
series, as from 1646 to 1661, for which period no records 
of the Council are extant, though it continued to meet 
and act till superseded by the government of the 
Commonwealth. Both are resumed in 1661 and continue 
till 1678, when there is a blank till August, 1682. After 
1685 the record again disappears till 1689, from which 
date there is no break till the Union. 
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The gaps occurring in the two series are to some extent 
supplied by the following collateral or subsidiary Records 
and by extant Warrants. 

1 . Six volumes of Sederunt Books of the Privy Council 

from 14th December, 1598, to 9th November, 
1643, volumes 2, 3, and 4 being incomplete. 
These are brief Minutes of the Privy Council meetings. 

2. Minute Books of the Privy Council, in three volumes. 

(1) Minute Book of Processes from January, 
1604, to January, 1631. 

(2) Minute Book, 2nd January, 1696, to 28th 
December, 1699. 

(3) Minute Book, 2nd January, 1700, to 25th 
January, 1707. 

3. A transcript, in one volume, of the entries from 28th 

March, 1605, to 11th July, 1606, contained in 
Skene's Abridgment of the Registers of the Privy 
Council. 

4. Acts of Caution, in 12 volumes, commencing on 

28th January, 1575, and ending 13th July, 1664. 
A record of Bonds of Caution or security granted to 
the Privy Council for payment of fines, compearance of 
parties cited or released from ward, and on other occa- 
sions. No record from December 1611 to 1618 inclusive, 
1620, and 1629 to 1660 inclusive. The earlier volumes 
in some cases overlap. 

5. Commissions by the Privy Council. Three volumes, 

viz. : — 

(1) From 24th September, 1607, to 22nd May, 
1616. 

(2) Prom 13th June, 1616, to 30th March, 1624. 

(3) Prom 30th March, 1624, to 8th September, 
1630. 

A register of commissions, licenses, &c., granted by 
the Privy Council for special purposes. 

6. Volume containing a record of fines imposed by the 

Council from 10th February, 1614, to 30th June, 
1631, for various offences. 



21 
Class I. — contimced,] [Privy GouTiciL 

7. Register of the proceedings of a Eoyal Commission 

appointed by King James VI. to consider the 
grievances of his Scottish subjects, beginning in 
May, 1623, and ending 21st July, 1626. 1 vol. 

8. Records relating to the repression of disorders and 

preservation of the peace in the Highlands and 
Islands and on the Borders, viz. : — 

(1) Acts of the Commission for keeping order in 
the Highlands and Islands from 29th July, 1587, 
to 29th June, 1602. 1 vol. 

(2) Acts of the same Commission from 10th 
March, 1608, to 12th September, 1623. 1 vol. 

(3) Volume containing Accounts of the Fines 
imposed on the resetters of the Clan Gregor from 
1612 to 1618, and of which a proportion (22^ per 
cent.) was payable into the royal Treasury. See 
Minute of the Privy Council of 22nd July, 1613, 
printed P.C., Vol. X., 1st series, page 108. 

(4) Court Book of the Commissioners of Justi- 
ciary for the Borders from 21st May, 1622, to 
19th April, 1623. 1 vol. 

(5) Bonds of Caution granted in 1635-36. 

(6) Acts and Orders of the Privy Council with 
reference to the Borders from January, 1603, to 
3rd January, 1643. 1 vol. 

(7) Register of the Commissioners for the 
pacification of the Highlands and reports of their 
proceedings to the Council from 1682 to 1686. 
1 vol. 

These volumes record for their respective periods the 
proceedings of the Council and of various Commissions 
under the Act of Parliament 1587, c. 59, and other Acts. 

9. Record of Commissioners of the Peace from August, 

1610, to 8th November, 1639. 1 vol. 
10. Register of the Committee of the Council appointed 
by a Royal Commission and relative instructions, 
dated 18th January, 1678, for suppressing con- 
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venticles, punishing resetters of intercommuned 
persons, &c., in the western shires, usually called 
" The Committee of the West." One volume, 
commencing 24th January and ending 27th 
April, 1678. 

11. Register of the Committee of Council appointed for 

similar purposes in the southern shires by a Royal 
Commission, dated 6th September, 1684. One 
volume, commencing 25th September and ending 
15th December, 1684. 

12. Register of Royal Letters directed to the Council, in 

three volumes, viz. : — 

(1) From 10th May, 1559, to 2nd March, 1567. 

(2) From 12th January, 1604, to 6th March, 1612. 

(3) From 19th September, 1623, to 17th May, 
1632. 

Another volume contains a transcript of letters 
selected from Vol. 2. 

The originals of the Royal Letters, so far as preserved, 
will be found among the Warrants of the Council, infra. 
18. Volume containing an Inventory of Royal Letters 
directed to the Council, Proclamations by the 
Council, and Bonds for Fines imposed for not 
taking the oaths of allegiance and assurance from 
21st June, 1689, to 18th November, 1701. 

(2) Warrants of the Privy Council Records 

and relative papers. 

The Warrants which instruct the official Records of the 

Council are arranged in chronological series to correspond 

with the published volumes. 

1. The volumes so bound are 21 in number, dating from 

1545 to 1632. There are also 43 portfolios 

arranged, embracing the warrants from 1633 to 

1708, to be similarly bound as the publication 

proceeds, besides 
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2. A portfolio of papers relating to Justices of the 

Peace, 1608 to 1615. 

3. Portfolio of papers relating to prosecutions for 

witchcraft from 1617 to 1704. 

4. Portfolio containing letters and testimonies of 

Covenanters from 1675 to 1689, and consisting 
largely of rude transcripts, probably made for 
circulation among friends of the proscribed 
persons. 

5. Three portfolios of Royal Letters directed to the 

Council from 1686 to 1707. 



6. Abstracts of the Records of the 
Secretary's Office. 

Nine volumes containing copies of the corresponding 
" Warrant Books for Scotland," of which the full 
series from 1670 to 1765 is in the Public Record 
Office in London. Six of the volumes are con- 
secutive from 15th October, 1684, to 16th Novem- 
ber, 1688. The remaining three cover the period 
from 10th June, 1704, to 3rd February, 1709. 



7. Proclamations. 

The collection of Proclamations consists of three 
portfolios in manuscript dating from 1661 to 1706 ; 
six portfolios of printed proclamations from 1603 
to 1750 ; a bundle of duplicates from 1741 to 
1750 ; and, jSnally, four bundles of Royal Proclama- 
tions on parchment dating from 1727 to 1820 and 
from 1832 to 1847. 
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8. Collections of Original Documents and 
Registers relating to Matters of State. 

1. A collection of documents (mostly original) relating 

to matters of State, from 1292 onwards, with a 

detailed chronological inventory. 
This collection, among many other documents, includes 
the Indenture of 1292 between Baliol and Edward I. as 
to the Scottish muniments ; the Letter addressed to the 
Pope by the prelates and barons assembled at the abbey 
of Aberbrothock, dated 6th April, 1320, asserting the 
independence of Scotland ; the Declaration by the 
Magnates and others assembled at Scone in 1371 for the 
coronation of Robert II. recognising his son, John, Earl 
of Carrick (afterwards Robert III.), as the true heir to 
the Crown, and the Act of Settlement made at Scone in 
1373 regulating the succession ; the abortive Treaty of 
Union with England in 1604; various copies of the 
National Covenant; and the Treaty of Union of 1707, 
besides original letters of James V., Queen Mary, Queen 
Elizabeth, Cromwell, and others. 

2. A collection of the treaties with England, and other 

original papers incident to the relations between 
the two countries, commencing with the treaty 
of Northampton in 1328. 123 documents, with an 
inventory. 

3. A collection of the treaties with Prance and other 

relative papers, commencing with the treaty 
between Charles IV. of Prance and Robert I. in 
1326. 76 documents, besides a volume of original 
papers relative to the public negotiations between 
James IV. and James V. of Scotland, and Louis 
XII. and Prancis I. of Prance, 1511-1517, with an 
inventory. 

4. Collection of treaties with Norway and Denmark 

and relative papers, including the treaty vidth 
Haco v.. King of Norway, in 1812, and the 
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Marriage Contract between James VI. and Anne 
of Denmark in 1589. 17 documents, with an 
inventory. 

5. Collection of 14 documents incident to the relations 

between Scotland, the Empire, Burgundy, and the 
Low Countries, including a letter of the Emperor 
Charles V. accrediting two envoys authorised to 
confer on James V. the Order of the Golden 
Fleece, and the oath taken by James on his 
investiture, with an inventory. 

6. MS. collection of Royal and other letters entitled 

" Epistolse Regum Scotorum," 1505 to 1608. A 
volume of 146 folios, of which 20 are blank. 

7. MS. collection of Royal Letters also entitled 

" Epistol89 Regum Scotorum," 1534 to 1545. A 
volume of 68 folios, of which three are blank. In- 
jured by damp. Presented by Lord Elphinstone in 
1865. 

8. Volume containing a collection of Royal Letters and 

State Papers.' 1543 to 1579. 

9. Volume containing contemporary copies of letters 

and State Papers. 1553-5 and 1571-2. 

10. A collection of original correspondence relating to 

public affairs, chiefly during the regencies of the 
Earl of Arran and Queen Mary of Guise, in two 
portfolios. 

11. Volume containing a transcript of the instructions 

given by King Henry VIII. to Sir Ralph Sadler, 
his ambassador in Scotland, with his Letters of 
State, during his negotiations there in 1539 and 
1543. Presented by William Moir Bryce, Esq. 

12. Volume of Styles containing a collection of Royal 

Letters and other correspondence and papers 
relating to affairs of State during the Earl of 
Mar's regency, 1571-72, and later dates to 1614. 
The volume has an index prefixed. 

13. Portfolio of Royal Letters. 1567 to 1688. 



26 
Class I. — continued^ [State Papers, 

14. The Pacification of Perth, 23rd February, 157f . A 

contemporary transcript of the indenture so 
named between the King's party and the Earl of 
Huntly and Lord John Hamilton, commendator 
of Arbroath, for themselves and their kin. 

15. Four small volumes containing papers relative to the 

Plantation of Ulster. 1601 to 1628. 

16. Register of Royal Letters kept by Sir William 

Alexander of Menstrie, principal secretary of 
State, and afterwards Earl of Stirling, commencing 
26th January, 1626, and ending 31st December, 
1631. 

17. Register of Royal Letters, 1707-1711. One volume, 

written up only to page 13. 

18. Volume containing a collection of original papers 

relating to the negotiations with the King and 
the English Parliament, commencing 24th Feb- 
ruary, 1641, and ending 27th August, 1646. 

19. Proceedings of the Scots Commissioners for conclud- 

ing articles of Treaty with the King and the 
English Parliament, from 22nd November, 1641, 
to 18th July, 1642. 1 vol. 

20. Proceedings of the Scots Commissioners for conserving 

the articles of the Treaty between both kingdoms, 
from 22nd September, 1642, to 8th July, 1643. 
1vol. 

21. Register of Letters to and from the Scots Commis- 

sioners in London, 1st January to 3rd May, 1642, 
and 5th February, 1644, to 16th August, 1645. 
1vol. 

22. Register of Negotiations between the Scots Commis- 

sioners in London and the English Parliament and 
Committee, from May, 1643, to August, 1647. 
1vol. 

23. Register of the Committee of both kingdoms, 1st 

vol., from 16th February, 1644, to 12th February, 
1645. 
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24. The same Register, 2nd vol., from 13th February 

to 11th December, 1645. 

25. Register of Instructions to the Scots Commissioners 

in London, &c., from 9th January, 1644, to 23rd 
September, 1646. 1 vol. 

26. Letter Book of James Johnston, Joint-Secretary for 

Scotland with the Master of Stair, from 23rd 
February, 1692, to 23rd January, 1694. 

27. Journals of the Commissioners for the Union of the 

Kingdoms, commencing 27th October, 1702, and 

ending 3rd February, 1703. 1 vol. 

The Journal is closed by the Queen's letter adjourning 

the meetings of the Commissioners to the 4th October, 

1703. The Scottish Parliament on 9th September, 1703, 

declared the Commission at an end, and that there should 

be no new Commission for treating of a union betwixt 

- the kingdoms without consent of Parliament. 

The Commissioners again met under new Commissions, ^. 
dated respectively 27th February and 1 0th April, 
\ 1706, and their proceedings are recorded in 
1/^28. Journals commencing 16th April, 1706, and ending 
with the presentation to the Queen of the com- 
pleted Treaty on 23rd July thereafter. 1 vol. 

29. Addresses against the Union in three portfolios from 

the shires, parishes, and burghs respectively. 

30. Volume containing an illuminated and duly authenti- 

cated copy of the Act of the English Parliament 
ratifying the Treaty of Union. 

31. Volume containing a letter, directed by Sir Robert 

Peel at the command of George IV. to the OflScers 
of State in Scotland, expressing His Majesty's 
" unqualified approbation" of all the arrangements 
made preparatory to his reception and during his 
stay in Scotland. Dated at Edinburgh, 29th 
August, 1822. 
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9. Records and Papers relating to the Crown 
Patrimony and Public Revenue and 
Expenditure, and the Acts and Pro- 
ceedings of the Lords of Treasury and 
Exchequer. 

The ordinary revenue of the Crown of Scotland was 
divided into two branches, described respectively as the 
" Property " and the " Casualty." The first consisted of 
the rents of the lands in actual possession of the sovereign, 
the burgh mails or rents payable for lands belonging to 
royal burghs and held of the King, and the customs 
leviable on imported and exported merchandise. The 
" Casualty " or more variable revenue consisted of the 
fines or issues of the King's courts, the duties payable by 
the King's vassals on the various contingencies provided 
for by their respective holdings or inherent in the nature 
of the feudal tenure, the compositions paid on royal 
charters, grants of escheat, remissions, or other royal 
gifts, and finally the product of special grants in aid or 
taxations imposed by Parliament or Conventions of 
Estates. 

The whole of this revenue appears to have been under 
the administration of the Great Chamberlain until 1424, 
when James I., on his return from England, appointed two 
new oflScers, called the Comptroller and the Treasurer, at 
first, probably, in subordination to the Chamberlain, but 
afterwards superseding him entirely in the management 
of the revenue. To the first was assigned the adminis- 
tration of the property, and to the second that of the 
casual revenue. 

The actual collection of the revenue in the first instance 
was entrusted to the sherifis in their respective shires, to 
the chamberlains or bailies ad extra of particular lands, 
to the customars or collectors of the " Great Customs " on 
imports and exports, and to the magistrates of burghs as 
regards the burgh mails and petty customs. 
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The revenue received by the Comptroller was charged 
with the ordinary expenses of maintenance of the royal 
household and stables, the fees or salaries of the house- 
hold oflScers and servants, and the expenses of the lords 
of Exchequer and the salaries of their oflScers. The 
Treasurer's disbursements were more multifarious, and 
consisted of the cost of erecting and maintaining the 
royal castles and palaces, the expenses of the household 
not provided for by the Comptroller, the supply of 
artillery and other engines of war and the payment 
of the men employed in their service, the special gifts 
and rewards made by the King to royal servants and 
others, the expense of the chapel royal and all religious 
offerings and alms, and the costs incurred in summoning 
Parliament, making proclamations, and executing the 
King's writs. It cannot be said, however, that, in detail, 
the disbursements applicable to the several branches of 
the revenue were at all times precisely defined or 
observed or were, indeed, understood by the officers con- 
cerned themselves ; for the Act 1592, c. 41, ordained the 
four ordinary officers (the comptroller, treasurer, collector, 
and secretary) " to agree among themselves what duly 
" and properly appertains to every one of their offices." 
Doubtless, the King's precept would be sufficient warrant 
on most occasions for a payment credited in any account 
submitted to Exchequer for audit. 

The Accounts of the whole officers concerned in the 
collection and disposal of the revenue were presented 
usually once a year to the lords auditors of Exchequer, 
and when audited were engrossed on parchment rolls, 
called the " Exchequer Rolls." These rolls include the 
accounts of the Comptroller so long as they were made 
in that form. In 1491-92, and again in 1559, they 
appear in book-form, though in the earlier examples such 
books are duplicates of the rolls. The change to book- 
form became permanent in the reign of James VI. The 
Treasurer's accounts were originally also, in all probability, 
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in the form of rolls, but none of these have been pre- 
served, the whole of the extant accounts being in book- 
form. 

The office of Comptroller was united in 1610 with that 
of the High Treasurer, and after 1636 disappears, even in 
name, though the class of revenue under the administra- 
tion of the office continued for some time to be known as 
the ** ComptroUerie." 

The Lords or Lords Auditors of Exchequer were 
appointed by Eoyal Commission, and acted, not only as a 
Board of Audit of all the accounts relating to the receipts 
and disbursements of the royal revenue, but also as a 
Court of judicature in causes relating to the revenue, a 
jurisdiction which originated naturally in the discharge 
of their ordinary powers and functions as auditors, and 
came afterwards to be repeatedly confirmed, defined, and 
regulated by statute. By an article of the Treaty of 
Union between the Kingdoms provision was made for the 
continuance in Scotland of a Court of Exchequer, with 
the same power and authority concerning the revenues of 
customs and excise there as the Court of Exchequer had 
in England, and with the same " power of passing 
" signatures, gifts, tutories, and in other things '* as the 
then Court had in Scotland. The statute 6 Anne, c. 26, 
1708, gave efiect to this provision ; and as organised by 
that statute the Court continued to control the collection 
of the revenue in Scotland. In 1833 the Act 3 Will. IV., 
c. 13, transferred their whole powers and authorities in 
that respect (so far as not already vested by previous 
statutes in the Commissioners of Customs and Excise) to 
the Treasury ; and by a series of enactments passed in 
1832, 1839, and 1856 the judicial functions of the Court 
of Exchequer were transferred to the Court of Session, to 
which its procedure was in all other respects assimilated. 

The records of Exchequer and Treasury have never 
been completely transmitted to the custody of the Clerk- 
Begister, nor has it been possible, owing to the want of 
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accommodation, to completely arrange any but the older 
classes of the documents actually transmitted. The 
following lists cannot therefore be accepted as complete. 
While, however, future opportunities of examination may 
enable them to be largely supplemented and furnish 
information more or less complete as to the details of 
revenue and expenditure, especially since the Union of 
of the Kingdoms, there is little probability that as regards 
the older records many of value will be added. There is 
no reason to believe that in this respect the Exchequer 
records have escaped the misfortunes that have befallen 
so many other classes of the Scottish muniments. 

One class of Accounts relating to the revenue from 
Church lands and benefices annexed to the Crown after 
the Reformation it has been deemed more appropriate to 
include among the ecclesiastical records in a subsequenjb 
part of this volume. 

(1) Crown Rentals. 

Details of the Crown Rentals are preserved in 

1. 9 volumes commencing in 1476 and ending in 1588. 

2. Volume containing a Rental at length of the King's 

lands in 1505. 

3. Volume containing an authenticated Rental of the 

Crown lands in 1668. 

4. A small volume containing " Ane Abreviat of his 

" Majesties proper and constant rent payit by the 
" severall fewars for ther respective lands and be 
" the shirreffis for the blench duties, Castell wards, 
"and others out of ther respective shyres." 
Collected by Sir William Purves of Woodhouselee, 
his Majesty's Solicitor in 1667. 

5. Volume, entitled "The Revenue of the Crown," contain- 

ing a detailed Rental, with observations on the 
constitution of the Court of Exchequer and mode 
of ingathering the Revenue. No date. 
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The two preceding volumes were presented by William 
Moir Bryce, Esq. 

6. Portfolio of detached Rentals and other papers 

relative to the Crown Revenue, 1603-1693, and 
undated, with inventory. 

7. Rental of the King's property, undated, but subse- 

quent to the Union. 1 vol. 

8. List of reliefs and taxed wards, 1599-1612. 1 vol. 

9. Tenants, mails, and duties of the earldom of March, 

and mails and duties of Ettrick Forest, 1600. 
1vol. 
Note, — A volume containing, besides a Customs Tariff 
prepared in 1597, a Rental prepared in 1599 of the blench 
duties payable to the King, and a table of their rates 
of conversion will be found under the head of " Customs 
" and Excise," jpostea. See also the Crown Rentals under 
the Office of the Pipe in Exchequer. 

Rentals of Orkney and Zetland, 

The Islands of Orkney and Zetland were pledged by 
the King of Denmark to the Crown of Scotland in 
security of the dowry of his daughter, Margaret, wife of 
James III. Erected in 1581 into an earldom and lord- 
ship in favour of Robert Stewart, a natural son of James 
V,, they were again annexed to the Crown, and, after 
various subsequent dissolutions and annexations, were in 
1707 granted in feu to the Earl of Morton, redeemably, 
and for payment of an annual feu-duty. 

1. Volume containing Accounts of the rents and duties 

of Orkney and Zetland for crop 1612. 

2. Rental of Zetland in 1628. 

3. Intromissions of Matthew Mowbray with the rents 

and duties of Orkney in 1631 and 1632. 

4. Skat Book of Zetland. No date. 

A 16th-century transcript of an older MS., presented by 
Colonel Balfour of Balfour in 1880. 
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5. An Abbreviation of the duties and land mails of 

Zetland. Without date, but of the 16th century. 

6. Extract of the Rests (arrears) of the "superior duty " 

due within the earldom of Orkney, 1702-1711, and 
Accounts of the Rests uplifted from 1715 to 1727. 

(2) Responde Books. 

The Responde Books were kept in the King's Chancery 
and contained a record of the dues payable to the Crown 
on the entry or infeftment of Crown vassals to their 
lands. The sheriffs were answerable for the amounts 
thus due for lands in their respective counties, and were 
debited with them on the audit of their accounts. 
1. 14 volumes from 1513 to 1659. An additional 
volume contains Indices to the Responde Books, 
1437 to 1618. Volume 10, from 1610 to 1623, 
contains a Table of the Customs levied on Imports 
and Exports from and to England, andof the Bullion 
required to be imported for the several commodities 
of foreign trade. 
Minutes of the Lords Auditors of Exchequer are con- 
tained in Vols. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 10. 

(3) The Exchequer Rolls. 

The earliest rolls removed to England by Edward I., 
and now not known to exist, are represented only by a 
transcript made for the Earl of Haddington, which pur- 
ports to give extracts from rolls of the years 1264 to 
1266, and 1288 to 1290. The oldest original roll 
preserved is dated 1326, and from that date downward 
to 1708 almost every year is more or less completely 
represented, though in this, as in every other class of the 
Scottish Records, the historian and antiquary has 
to regret the absence of many individual rolls. The rolls 
are being printed under direction of the Clerk-Register, 
the series consisting at present of 22 volumes down to 1594. 
c 
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Rolls (including the above-mentioned transcript), 1264 

to 1708, in 744 bundles. 
Burgh Rolls, 1700 to 1708. 5 bundles. 
One Roll of Account for building a new Custom-house. 

1668-1671. 
One Roll of Account for duties on sea-coal. 1686. 

2 Rolls of Accounts of new imposition on silks and 

linens. 1685-1689. 

3 Rolls of Accounts of the Customs. 1707-1708, 

1708-1709, 1761-1762. 

One Roll of Account of Coinage duty. 1692. 

2 Rolls of Accounts of the Commander-in-Chief and 
the Commissaries and Paymasters of the army 
in Scotland. 1708. 

One Roll of Account of the Tack duty on the letter- 
post. 1707. 

One Roll of Account for posting the regular forces in 
the Highlands. 

(4) Accounts of the Comptroller. 

19 volumes, one for the year 1491-92, and the remain- 
ing 18 for the period commencing 1st November, 
1559, and ending 1st September, 1636. 

Gaps: 1st November, 1560, to 31st October, 
1565; 1st November, 1569, to 28th October, 1572; 
1st May, 1574, to 1st November, 1578; 1st 
November, 1580, to Martinmas, 1587. 

(5) Accounts of the Treasurer. 

79 volumes, from 4th August, 1473, to 1st March, 
1635, of which eight are duplicates. 

The volume containing the Account for 1473-74 is 
the only one extant for the period from 1424, when the 
offices of Comptroller and Treasurer were first instituted, 
till 1488. There is a collection of fragments for 1512-13. 
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There are gaps for the years 1499, 1509, 1510, 1514, 1519 
to 1521, 1528, 1575 to 1578, 1584, 1607-1609. 

Some of these missing volumes are in the possession 
of Miss Leslie Melville, representative of Sir Robert 
Melvill (afterwards first Lord Melvill), Treasurer-depute 
from 1587 to 1595. The Treasurer's Accounts are also 
in course of publication. 

A series of 55 volumes, entitled "The Register of 
"Signatures kept in the Office of the Comptroller," contains 
a record of Royal warrants afiecting the departments of 
the revenue under the administration of the Comptroller 
and Treasurer from 1561 to 1642. The series is in- 
cluded among the warrants of the Great Seal Register, 
postea, as containing the earlier signatures for that register. 

(6) Accounts of the Expenses of the Royal 

Household. 

1. "Libri Domicilii Regis," in 10 volumes, 1528 to 

1553. The series is not continuous, the periods 

from 1st August, 1530, to 16th August, 1532; 

from 25th August, 1535, to 21st September, 1537 ; 

from 13th September, 1538, to 24th May, 1544; 

and from 4th September, 1548, to 27th September, 

1551, being unrepresented. 
The volume for 1525-26 is in the Advocates' Library, 
and excerpts from it and the three earliest Accounts in 
the Register House were printed in 1836 for the Banna- 
tyne Club. A volume for 1538-39 is in the possession of 
the Earl of Aberdeen. 

2. Volimie containing the Household Accounts of the 

Duke of Lennox, as the King's High Commissioner, 
to hold the Parliament which commenced its sittings 
at Edinburgh, 3rd August, 1607. 

3. "Libri Emptorum Regis," in 13 volumes, 

from 1511 to 1553. This series is also incom- 
plete, the periods from 7th August, 1512, to 
Ist September, 1531 ; from 13th September, 1538 
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to 14th August, 1542; and from 7th August, 1543, 
to 28th September, 1546, being unrepresented. 

4. " Despences de la Maison Eoyale," in nine volumes, 

from 1538 to 1565, with some detached and 
unbound Accounts and Rolls for the years 1538, 
1541, 1542, and 1543. The gaps in the series are 
from 30th April, 1544, to 1st January, 1549, and 
the years 1557, 1558, and 1559 to 1st October. 

5. Volume containing an Account of the Household 

Expenses of the Queen Dowager for the month 
of May, 1550. 

6. Volume containing the Scheme of the Royal House- 

hold as proposed by the Privy Council and 
approved by the King in 1582. 

(7) Accounts of the Masters of Works for repairs 
ON THE Royal Palaces, Castles, and Garrisons. 

1. Thirty volumes. 1529 to 1679. 
Vol. 1, 1529-30, Holyrood; Vol. 2, 1531-32, Holyrood, 
Falkland Palace, and Stirling Castle; Vol. 3, 1534- 
35, Linlithgow Palace; Vol. 4, 1535-36, Holyrood; 
Vol. 5, 1537-38, Falkland Palace, St Andrews (for 
lists or tournaments), Holyrood, Stirling Castle, 
Crawford John, Tantallon, Kinghorn Tower; 
Vol. 6, 1538-39, TantaUon, Holyrood, Falkland 
Palace; Vol. 7, 1539-41, Falkland Palace, Holyrood; 
Vol. 8, 1599, Holyrood; Vol. 9, 1611, Holyrood; 
Vol. 10, 1613-14, Edinburgh Castle, Stirling Castle, 
Holyrood; Vols. 11 and 12, 1615-16, Edinburgh 
Castle; Vol. 13, 1617, Stirling Castle and Park; 
Vol. 14, 1617-18, Dumbarton Castle, and for work- 
men's wages, &c., furnished at Glasgow for repair- 
ing the houses of Sir George Elphinstoun and the 
laird of Montrois against his Majesty's coming; 
Vol. 15, 1616-19, Edinburgh and Dumbarton 
Castles, Linlithgow Palace; Vol. 16, 1622-23, 
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Holyrood, Edinburgh and Stirling Castles; Vol. 

17, 1623-24, Holyrood, Edinburgh Castle; Vol. 

18, 1625, Edinburgh and Stirling Castles; Vol. 

19, 1626-27, Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood, Falk- 
land Palace; Vol. 20, 1628-29, Edinburgh Castle; 
Vol. 21, 1628-29, Stirling Castle; Vol. 22, 1628- 

29, Linlithgow Palace; Vol. 23, 1628-29, Falkland 
Palace; Vol. 24, 1629, Dumbarton Castle; Vol. 
25, 1633, Holyrood; Vol. 26, 1633, Linlithgow 
Palace, Dumbarton Castle; Vol. 27, 1633, Stirling 
Castle; Vol.28, 1633, Edinburgh Castle; Vol. 29, 
1639-40, Edinburgh Castle and Holyrood; Vol. 

30, 1674-79, Holyrood, Edinburgh, and Stirling 
Castles, &c. 

2. Four portfolios containing a collection of Accounts, 
Estimates, Reports, &c., relating to repairs on 
Palaces, Castles, and Garrisons from 1535 to 1708. 

(8) Records and Papers relating to The Mint. 

These relate chiefly, as will be seen, to the later periods 
of existence of the Mint, very few being extant prior 
to the 17th century; while even for the later period the 
series of accounts is by no means complete. They 
consist chiefly of accounts of the bullion (foreign money 
or plate) received on exports and imports at various ports 
of the kingdom and delivered at the Mint to be melted 
and coined, accounts of the money actually coined and 
passed into circulation, and journals of the operations of 
melting and coining kept by the OflScers of the Mint. 

The privileges, constitution, and operations of the Mint 
were the subject of frequent royal letters as well as 
enactments of Parliament. The oflScers were relieved by 
David II. and several of his successors of taxes and 
contributions on their lands, houses, and goods; of attend- 
ance on "raids and hostings" by sea or land and on 
wappinshaws; of watching, warding, and stent in burghs; 
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and were subject "in all pleas and complaints which 
" concerned them " to their own Court of Wardenry only. 
The 16th Article of the Treaty of Union provided for the 
maintenance of a separate Mint in Scotland ; but it was 
finally abolished in 1817 by the Act 57 Geo. Ill, c. 67. 

1. Volume, entitled "The Gifts and Privileges of the 

" Mint," containing (1) a Eegister or Transcript of 
Eoyal Letters or Gifts relating to the Mint from 
1358 to 1727 ; (2) Original Minutes of the Court 
of Wardenry held at the Mint House, Edinburgh, 
from 1739 to 1764; and (3) Discharges for the 
officers' salaries from 1699 to 1702. 

2. Register of Appointments of Officers of the Mint. 

1689 to 1778. 1 vol. 

3. Register of |-merk and 40-penny pieces, and of the 

thrissell nobellis and £4-pieces, &c., from 1590 
to 1592. 1 vol. 

4. Accounts of the Cunzie House. 1582 to 1627. 1 vol. 

5. Accounts of the Money coined. 1602 to 1680. 12 

small volumes. 

6. Accounts of Bullion delivered at the Mint. 2 vols. 

1556 to 1558, and 1663 to 1668. 

7. Accounts of Bullion received and accounted for by 

Sir William Dick in Exchequer from 1634 to 
1642 (imperfect). 1 vol. 

8. General Accounts of Bullion received at various ports 

of the kingdom. 1661 to 1673. 1 vol. 

9. An Abbreviate of the Bullion Accounts of various 

ports. 1661 to 1681. 1 vol. 

10. Particular Accounts of the Bullion received at various 
^ ports from 1675 to 1697. 4 portfolios. 

11. Day Books and Melting and other Journals of the 

Mint. 1673 to 1709. 18 vols. 

12. Miscellaneous Accounts relating to the Mint. 1624 

to 1741. 1 small volume and 3 portfolios. 

13. Miscellaneous papers, mostly original, relating to the 

Mint from 1554 to 1707, and undated. 
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The following are among the papers of the Ofl&ce of the 
Pipe in Exchequer. 

14. Accounts of the Wardens of the Mint for money 

imprested and laid out for the use of the Mint. 
1704 to 1709, 1709 to 1710, 1714 to 1721, and 
1733 to 1735. 4 rolls. 

15. Account of the Receiver-General, with the price of 

the Mint buildings in Edinburgh. 1833. 1 roll. 

(9) Accounts of the Chamberlain of the Lordship 
OF Dunfermline, Earldom of Ross, and Lordships 
OF Ardmannoch and Ettrick Forest. 

15 volumes, 1619 to 1633 (the last volume being 
imperfect), with a portfolio of vouchers, chiefly 
receipts, by ministers and readers. 

Only the first five volumes deal with the rents of the 
whole of the above earldom and lordships. The remain- 
ing ten volumes relate to the rents of Dunfermline 
alone. 

The lands of the abbacy of Dunfermline fell under the 
general annexation of all Church lands to the Crown made 
in ] 587. They were, after the revocation of certain previous 
gifts, ultimately assigned in liferent to Queen Anne, wife 
of James VI., in terms of her Marriage Contract, the fee 
of the lands on the south side of the Forth being con- 
firmed to the chancellor, John, Lord Thirlestane. On her 
death in 1619 the rents are accounted for in the first four 
of the above series of volumes to Charles as Prince of 
Scotland, and, after his succession, are dealt with as part 
of the proper revenue of the Crown. 

The earldom of Eoss and lordships of Ardmannoch and 
Ettrick Forest were annexed to the Crown in 1455. 

A volume of the " General Taxt EoUs " contains a 
rental of the lordship of Dunfermline as accounted for by 
Wardlaw in 1629. See under " Taxations," infra. 
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(10) Accounts of Money disbursed by the Lord 
Treasurer on the Silver Mines of Hilderstone, 
NEAR Linlithgow. 

3 volumes. 1608-9, 1609-10, and 1610-13. 
By a Charter under the Great Seal, dated in 1607, a 
grant in feu-farm was made to Sir Thomas Hamilton, the 
Lord Advocate, afterwards first Earl of Haddington, of 
the minerals, including gold and silver, under his lands in 
the county of Linlithgow, for payment of one-tenth of the 
profits. The working of the silver discovered at Hilderstone 
was, on the recommendation of the King, placed in the 
hands of Sir Bevis Bulmer, an Englishman, who appears 
to have made exaggerated reports of the profits made by Sir 
Thomas on the mining operations. By arrangements made 
with Sir Thomas the King resumed possession of the 
mines, and the above volumes contain detailed accounts 
of the payments made to Sir Bevis and the workmen 
employed, and for materials. The mines appear to have 
been worked at a loss. 

(11) Taxations. 

1. Accounts: 

1. Audited Accounts of Sir Thomas Erskin of Gogar, 

collector of the Taxation of £100,000 granted on 
18th January, 159|, by the Convention of Estates 
on occasion of the expected birth of an heir to the 
Crown. 1 vol. 

2. Audited Accounts of Mark, Lord Newbottle, collector 

of the Taxation of 200,000 merks granted by 
Parliament on 16th December, 1597, for the 
expenses of ambassadors to foreign princes. 1 vol. 

3. Audited Accounts of Sir James Hay of Kingask and 

Archibald Primrose, collectors of the Taxation 
granted by Parliament on 11th July, 1606, for 
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payment of the King's debts and reparation of 
his houses, at the rate of 20s. for four years on 
every pound-land of old extent belonging to the 
nobles, barons, freeholders, and feuars of Crown 
lands, and on the " spiritual men " and burghs, 
according to the rates paid by them when the 
temporal estate was so taxed. 1 vol. 

4. Audited Accounts of Sir Gideon Murray of Elibank. 

collector of the Taxation of £240,000 granted by 
Parliament on 23rd October, 1612, for the marriage 
of the Princess Elizabeth. 1 vol. 

5. Audited Accounts of Sir Gideon Murray of Elibank, 

collector of the Taxation of £200,000 granted by 
the Convention of Estates on 7th March, 1617, in 
prospect of the King's visit to Scotland. 1 vol. 

6. Audited Accounts of John, Earl of Mar, collector of 

the ordinary Taxation for four years granted by 
Parliament on 4th August, 1621, of 30s. on the 
noblemen, barons, freeholders, and feuars of Crown 
lands, and on benefices and burghs as before. 1 vol. 

7. Book of Eeceipts of the third term's payment of the 

ordinary Taxation of 1621. 1 vol. 

8. Audited Accounts of John, Earl of Mar, collector of 

the extraordinary Taxation of the 20th penny of 
annual-rents for four years granted by Parlia- 
ment on the same date. 1 vol. 

9. One volume containing the payments made out of the 

taxations of 1621, partly on his Majesty's precepts 
and partly on assignations. 1 vol. 
10. Audited Accounts of Sir James Baillie of Lochend, 
collector for the first and second terms, and of 
George, Earl of KinnouU, collector for the third 
and fourth terms, of the Taxation of £400,000, 
granted by the Convention of Estates on 27th 
October, 1625, for defraying the debts of James 
VI. and of the intended visit and coronation of 
Charles I. 1 vol. 
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11. Audited Accounts of the Earl of Kinnoull, collector of 

the extraordinary Taxation of the 20th penny of all 
annual-rents granted on the same occasion. 1 vol. 

12. Account of the Compositions for concealed annual- 

rents in the taxations of 1621 and 1625. 1 vol. 

13. Audited Accounts of the Earl of Kinnoull, collector 

of the Taxation of 30s. for each pound-land of old 
extent and on the benefices and burghs as before, 
granted by the Convention of Estates on 28th 
July, 1630. 1 vol. 

14. Audited Accounts of the Earl of Kinnoull, collector 

of the extraordinary Taxation of the 20th penny 
of annual-rents granted at the same time. 1 vol. 

15. Account of the Rests (arrears) of the taxations of 

1625 and 1630. 1 vol. 

16. Audited Accounts of James, Marquis of Hamilton, 

collector-general of the Taxation granted by 
Parliament on 28th June, 1633, of 2 out of the 
10 per cent, charged on lent money, and of com- 
positions on previous taxations. 1 vol. 

17. Accounts of Sir James M*Gill of Cranstoun-Riddell, 

one of the senators of the College of Justice, and 

collector-general of the Taxation granted by 

Parliament on 28th June, 1633, as a provision for 

the College of Justice. 1 vol. 

Accounts of the collection and disposal of Taxations 

preceding those contained in the above list will be found 

in the volumes of the Treasurer's Accounts. 

2. Taxt Rolls and Valuations. 

1. General Taxt Rolls, according to which the taxation 
was levied on the sheriffdoms, stewartries, baillie- 
ries. Church benefices, and burghs, and on the 
King's proper lands, where these were included in 
the taxation, consisting of 10 volumes, for the 
respective taxations of 1593, 1597, 1601, 1606, 
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1612, 1621, 1625, 1630, 1633, and 1643; and one 
volume containing copies of various Taxt EoUs, 
with a rental of the lordship of Dunfermline as 
accounted for by Mr. Henry Wardlaw in 1629, and 
a roll of contributions to the Lords of Session 
from the prelacies of the Kingdom in 1663. 

2. Particular Taxt Rolls. — Two portfolios containing a 

collection of Particular Taxt Rolls, according to 
which the taxations for the years 1612, 1617, 
1621, 1625, 1630, and 1633 were imposed, chiefly 
on the prelacies, but containing copies of two 
rolls for the sherifidoms of Aberdeen and Berwick, 
and other undated rolls. An inventory of the 
Rolls is placed in the first portfolio. 

3. Valuations. — Volume containing the re-valuations of 

the shires made in pursuance of the Act of the 
Committee of Estates, dated 4th August, 1649, for 
the purpose of levying the tax imposed for the 
maintenance of the Army. 

4. Inventories prepared for the levy of the extraordinary 

Taxations on Annual-rents. — Seven portfolios con- 
taining inventories or returns given up in the 
several shires of the moneys lent on annual-rents 
(or interest) for the extraordinary taxations of 
1621, 1625, and 1630. A list of the Inventories is 
put up with the first portfolio. 

5. 2 volumes containing similar Inventories or Returns 

by the annual-renters of the sheriffdom of Aber- 
deen from 1626 to 1631, and from 1633 to 1635 
respectively. 

3. Proceedings of the Gormnissioners appointed to hear 
Complaints, Suspensions, &c., in the Taxations. 

1. Court Book of the Commissioners. 1607-1621. 

2. 6 volumes of Decreets in the Taxations from 1594 

to 1643. 
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3. Register of Cautions and Consignations in Suspen- 

sions of the Taxations. 6 vols. 1584 to 1666. 

4. Register of Hornings, &c., in the Taxations. 2 vols. 

1626 to 1636. 

5. Portfolio of petitions, suspensions, letters of dili- 

gence, and other proceedings in the Taxations. 
1589 to 1635. 

4. Miscellaneous Accounts and Papers, 

1. Portfolio of accounts, consisting chiefly of Sherifis' 

accounts of the proportions of Taxations for which 
they were responsible. 1577 to 1642, with 
inventory. 

2. Portfolio of Royal Letters or warrants on the 

Collectors-General of Taxations. 1597 to 1632. 

3. Portfolio of receipts and miscellaneous papers relating 

to the Taxations, ordinary and extraordinary, with 
a table of the Cess imposed on land in Scotland 
from 1594 to 1714. 

(12) Accounts of the Receiver-General. 

Under this name, or that of Collector-General, oflScers 
appear to have been appointed from time to time to 
collect the whole or particular branches of the Crown 
Revenues, thus superseding the Comptroller and Treasurer 
in the discharge of the functions originally assigned to 
them. Under what circumstances or for what reasons 
these appointments were made is not clear, but probably, 
at later periods at least, they were suggested by a desire 
to simplify the mode of accounting or to remit the 
collection of the revenue to persons more likely than 
officers of State to be exact in the collection and econo- 
mical in the administration of the funds. 
1. Volume containing the Accounts of Henry Wardlaw, 
general receiver of his Majesty's rents, property, 



\ 
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and casualty, including the rents received from 
the tacksmen of the Mint, from 23rd January, 
159|^, to 1st February, 159f . The total amount of 
the charge is ^60,347 12s. 7d. 

2. Volume containing the Accounts of Sir Adam Blair 

of Carberry and Sir William Lockhart of Car- 
staires, as representing his father, receivers of his 
Majesty's rents for the years 1641 to 1650 in- 
clusive. The total amount of charge (including 
£284,356 8s. 5d. of arrears outstanding at the 
commencement of the account) is £2,845,197 lOs. 
3d. Scots. 
The audit, signed by the Lords of Exchequer^ is dated 
7th March, 1681. 

3. Account of Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield's receipts 

and disbursements on behalf of the public, audited 
by Commissioners appointed by the Committee of 
Estates, and the balance due thereon allowed by 
Act of the Committee, dated 1st January, 1649, to 
be a public debt. 

4. Accounts of the Eeceivers-General after the Union : 

General Accounts, 1707 to 1826. 2 vols. Special 
Accounts (assessed taxes, land tax, criminal prose- 
cutions, &c.), 1724 to 1809. 3 vols. 

(13) Customs and Excise. 

The King's or, as they were called, the " Great Customs " 
were collected by oflScers of the Crown at each port of 
export, and by them accounted for in Exchequer. They 
were originally levied chiefly on exports of wool, wool- 
skins, and hides, to which were afterwards added salmon 
and other home produce. None of the goods liable to 
custom could be legally exported without a " coquet " or 
" cocket," a certificate by an officer called the cocket clerk, 
bearing that the duty had been paid. The " Petty Cus- 
"toms" or tolls on all merchandise, whether native or 
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imported, brought to market in the burghs were collected 
by the magistrates, and with the other sources of revenue 
leviable from burghs also accounted for in Exchequer. 
They were usually included in the feu-duty payable by 
each burgh to the Crown. 

The earliest extant table of rates is assigned to the 
reign of David I., and appears at any rate to have been 
in force in the time of Robert I. Until 1597 imports 
appear to have been practically free of any duties other 
than the petty customs levied on all merchandise, and 
they were complained of by the burghs as a novelty when 
imposed by the table issued in that year. 

Excise duties were first imposed by the Convention of 
Estates in 1644 as a foundation for a "stock of credit 
" and security" on which sums of money might be raised 
for the maintenance of the army then employed in the 
great contest with the King. The table of rates adopted 
by the convention will be found in the record edition of 
the Acts of Parliament, Vol. VI., part (1), p. 76, and con- 
sisted of duties, in addition to the customs already leviable, 
on various imports, chiefly of foreign wines and cloths, 
on beer, ale, and "aqua vitae," on cattle sold or slaughtered 
for home use or export, and on exports of coal. They 
were continued throughout the war and during the 
Commonwealth, and were again imposed on the Restora- 
tion to furnish an annuity of £40,000 voted to the King 
for the support of an army, and for defraying the neces- 
sary expenses of government. Thenceforth they were 
recognised as a permanent addition to the revenue of the 
Crown, to which an Act passed in 1685 declared them to 
belong " for ever." At the Union they were assimilated 
to the excise of England. 

Both customs and excise were frequently farmed to 
undertakers for sums of from thirty to forty thousand 
pounds for each branch, and were estimated at the time 
of the Union as capable of producing collectively about 
£100,000, though the actual revenue is stated in the 
treaty at £30,000 for customs and £33,500 for excise. 




47 
Class I. — continued.^ [^Customs and Excise. 

1. Gustoms and Excise Registers, 

1. Volume containing a Talkie of the Valuation and 

Prices of merchandise brought within the realm, 
whereof 12 pence for every pound of the price 
thereof should be taken up in name of custom, 
prepared and subscribed by the Lords Auditors 
of Exchequer in terms of the Convention of Estates 
held at Dundee on 13th May, 1597. This volume 
contains also a Crown Rental of blench duties 
payable in 1599, and a table of their conversion. 

2. Volume containing the Book of Rates and Valuations 

of imported and exported merchandise, super- 
scribed by the King and subscribed by certain 
of his Council and Lords Auditors of Exchequer, 
and ordained to come into operation on Slst 
October, 1612. 
Note, — A table of customs payable on imports and 
exports to and from England and of the bullion to be 
imported^ with certain commodities of foreign trade, will 
be found in Vol. 10 of the Responde Books, ante, 

3. Volume containing the Rates of Customs to be paid 

for all goods and merchandise imported and 
exported. Superscribed by the King. After 
1660. 

4. Portfolio containing an Extract of the Table of 

Customs on Imports, 1597 (incomplete), and of the 
Table of Customs on Exports. 

5. Of the Register ordained to be kept by the Commis- 

sioners of Excise by the original and succeeding 
Acts imposing the same only a fragment is extant, 
extending from 11th May to 7th July, 1648. 

6. Sederunt Books of the Managers and Tacksmen of 

the Customs and Foreign Excise. Pour volumes. 
1692-1693, 1693-1698, 1699, and 1704-5, with an 
index for 1705. Another volume, much injured 
and decayed, forms the Sederunt Book of the Com- 
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missioners of Inland Excise for the County of 
Selkirk, 1661 to 1689. 

2. Customs and Excise Accounts, 

1. Accounts of the Tacksmen and Collectors of the 

Customs and Foreign Excise. 1617 to 1702. 
9 portfolios. 

2. Accounts of the Treasurer of Inland Excise and 

General and District Collectors. 1647 to 1700. 
In 10 portfolios. The series is not complete. 

3. Bounty Money paid by Collectors at the various 

ports to importers of foreign victual. 1699. 
2 portfolios. 

4. Bonds of Caution by Collectors, Surveyors, &c. 

1688, 1690, 1691, 1703. 3 portfolios. 

5. Book of Exportation of the Custom House at Edin- 

burgh. 1666-1677. 
. 6. Inward Entries for New Port-Glasgow. 1695-96. 

7. Miscellaneous Accounts and Papers. 1592-1647, 

1661-1707. 2 portfolios. 

8. Accounts of the Customs, special and general. 1707 

to 1817. 97 vols. 

9. Accounts of the Excise : General Account, 1709 to 

1776. 2 vols. Detailed Accounts, 1766 to 
1776. 11 parcels, 6 accounts in each. 

10. Book of Claims. 1774 to 1792. 

11. Declarations of Accounts. 1755 to 1786. 1vol. 

* 

(14) Accounts of the Common Good and Customs 

OF Burghs. 

The " Common Good " consisted of the profits of the 
burgal lands, with funds arising from the fees paid on 
admission of burgesses and from other sources. It was 
liable, after payment of the King's mails or rents, to the 
support of the general police and administration of the 



\ 
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burgh, to the maintenance of a tolbooth and tron or 
weigh-house, and to the purposes of fortification or 
defence against the King's enemies or the equipment of 
the inhabitants in his service. The malversation of the 
common good by its diversion to private uses or other 
illegitimate objects appears to have been chronic, and 
arose in many instances from the election to the offices of 
the magistracy of influential or " outlandish" persons, i.e. 
persons having no residence in the burgh and no interest 
in its welfare. Various remedies for this were from time 
to time provided by Acts of Parliament. The administra- 
tion of the burgh revenues was at an early date subjected 
to the supervision of the high chamberlain on his 
" aires " or circuits, and, later, the accounts were ordered 
to be produced and audited in Exchequer yearly, along 
with the accounts of the customs, when all parties 
having interest might appear and assist in the examina- 
tion (1535, c. 35). To secure competition and the 
highest rent the burgh lands were ordered to be leased 
by auction. 

A few of the Common Good accounts, none dating 
further back than the 16th century, have been preserved, 
and, with the accounts of customs, may be found to some 
extent to supplement the information contained in the 
Exchequer rolls. To secure brevity, the dates of only the 
earliest and latest account or book in each case is given 
in the following list. The dates are in no case continuous 
for any lengthened period. 

Aberdeen : Common good, 1575-1664 ; customs, 1527- 

1665 ; cocket books, 1577, 1579. 
Annan: Common good, 1619-1628. 
Anstruther, Easter and Wester: Common good, 1627- 

1664; cocket book, 1577 (and for Craill, and 

Pittenweem). 
Arbroath: Common good, 1621-1682; customs, 

1577 ; bailie accounts, 1619, 1620. 
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Ayr: Common good, 1627-8 and 1633-4; customs, 

1565-1627; cocket books, 1572-1610. 
Banpt: Common good, 1612-1628 ; customs, 1577-78. 
Burntisland: Common good, 1612-1664 ; customs, 

1577-1628. 
CouPAR (Fife): Common good, 1574-1628; customs, 

1574-1579. 
Craill : Common good, 1574-1666 ; customs, 1574- 

1582 ; coquet books, 1570, 1577. (And see 

Anstruther and Pittenweem.) 
Cromarty: Common good, 1634. 
Cullen: Common good, 1628, 1634, 1664. 
Culross : Common good, 1664-1667; customs, 1580- 

1589 ; coquet book, 1582 ; bailie's account, 1619. 
Dingwall : Common good, 1671. 
Dumbarton : Common good, 1577-1664 ; customs and 

coquet, 1618-19. 
Dumfries : Common good, 1590-1663 ; customs, 1577- 

1580; wine imposts, 1628, 1634. 
Dunbar: Impost for reparation of the haven, 1574; 

common good, 1577-1633; customs, 1627-28; 

'* assise" herring, 1611; wine imposts, 1621, 

1627. 
Dundee: Common good, 1574-1665; customs, 1556- 

1611 ; coquet books, 1554-1579. 
Dysart: Common good, 1628-1665 ; customs, 1556- 

1579. 
Earlsferry: Common good, 1663, 1664; bailie's 

account, 1619-20. 
Edinburgh : Customs, 1538-1625, and undated ; coquet 

books, 1554-1596 ; books of entry, 1510-1528 and 

1626-28; book of the tron, 1537-1561; wool 

customs, 1553-1577, and undated. 
Elgin : Common good, 1622-1664. 
Forfar: Common good, 1576-1622; wine imposts in 

the sheriffdom, 1626-1630 ; bailie's account, 1619- 

1620. 
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Forres: Common good, 1627, 1634; wine imposts, 

1628. 
Glasgow : Common good, 1621-1674 ; customs, 1626- 

1627. 
Haddington: Common good, 1557-1664; customs, 

1579, and undated; vintners of wine, 1628. 
Inverbervie: Common good, 1664, 1665. 
Inverkeithing : Common good, 1576-1664, and un- 
dated ; customs, 1576, 1582. 
Inverness: Common good, 1575-1634 and 166- ; 

vintners, 1622, 1632-33. 
Inverury: Common good, 1576-1666. 
Irvine: Common good, 1622-1664 ; customs, 1560-65, 

1622-23. 
Jedburgh: Common good, 1592-1665; vintners, 

1620-21, 1626-27. 
* KiNGHORN : Common good, 1575-1665. 
Kintore: Common good, 1628, 1634. 
Kirkcaldy: Common good, 1664-65. 
Kirkcudbright : Common good, 1633-34. 1663-64 ; 

bailie's account, 1634. 
Lanark: Common good, 1576-1664. 
Lauder: Common good, 1575-1668. 
Leith: Customs, 1611, 1620-21 ; books of entries at 

the port, 1621-1623. See also Edinburgh. 
Linlithgow: Common good, 1575-1664; customs, 

1555; coquet book, 1538; wine imposts, 1615- 

1633. 
Montrose : Common good, 1663-64; customs, 1585-86, 

1595-96; coquet book, 1576; exports, 1618-19, 

1622-23. 
Nairn: Common good, 1665, 
North Berwick: Common good, 1580-1634. 
Peebles: Common good, 1608-1670. 
Perth: Common good, 1575-1634; customs, 1573-74, 

1592; coquet book, 1574; wine imposts, 1626- 

1627. 
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Pittenweem: CommoD good, 1634-1665; customs, 

1573-1620. (And see Anstruther and Craill.) 
Preston and Aberlady : Customs, 1620, 1621. 
Queensferry: Stent roll, 1648; common good, 1664. 
Renfrew: Common good, 1576-1666. 
Rothesay : Common good and customs, 1619-1634. 
Rutfierglen: Common good, 1587-1666. 
St. Andrews: *' Patrimony,'* 1626-27, 1632-33; 

customs, 1595-96 ; wine imposts, 1626-27, 

1632-33. 
Sanquhar: Common good, 1612-1664; wine imposts, 

1632-1634. 
Selkirk: Common good and customs, 1606-1666; 

wine imposts, 1627-28. 
Stirling: Common good, 1575-1666 ; customs, 1556- 

1598 ; expense of building the tolbooth, 1575. 
Tain: Common good, 1620-1634; bailie's account, 

1632-33. 
Wick : Act relieving Wick of bygone accounts, 1662. 
Wigtown : Common good, 1577-1634. 

General : — 

1. Custom books: 1508, 1522, 1565, 1567, 1677, and 

one undated ; 1499-1500 and 1599, place not 
indicated, with fragments of other accounts. 

2. Abridgment of Sir John Smyth's account of the 

twentieth penny of the army maintenance levied 
on burghs. Not dated, but Sir John was appointed 
General Commissary of the Army on 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1650. 

(15) Accounts relating to the Army and Navy. 

Prior to the institution of a standing army in the 
seventeenth century, the defence of the country, as 
occasion required, was one of the conditions on which the 
barons and freeholders held their lands of the Crown, 
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and on which the burghs enjoyed their privileges. The 
Crown vassals were bound, on proclamation being made, 
or receiving the King's writ to that effect, to assemble at 
a place assigned, duly armed and accompanied by their 
vassals and retainers, to aid the King in his warlike 
expeditions, whether for attack or defence. The same 
obligation was imposed on the burghs. In times of great 
national peril, such as an expected invasion in force from 
England, all men between sixteen and sixty were required 
to be ready " horsed and armed " according to their means 
and rank, and victualled for a specified period of service, 
usually not exceeding 40 days, poor men (worth less than 
20 merks) being occasionally exempted from ** raids," i.e., 
hostile expeditions beyond the Borders. To secure an 
efficient and ready response to the call to arms, wappin- 
schawB or district musters were appointed to be held at 
stated times yearly by sheriffs, magistrates of burghs, and 
barons, and absence from these or appearance insufficiently 
armed was punishable by fine. Where it was considered 
advisable to maintain permanent garrisons, as on the 
marches, or to retain a small force for a more or less 
protracted period on special service, a taxation was usually 
made by Parliament to defray the expense. Instances of 
this occurred in 1481, and again in 1580 and 1586. The 
proposal to raise a standing army, with shipping, for 
general defence, made by Charles I. shortly after his 
accession in 1625, was negatived by the Convention of 
Estates. In the earlier years of his reign, however, 
provision was made under the directions of the Privy 
Council for the more systematic training of the fencible 
inhabitants or " militia " of the country, and the encour- 
agement of voluntary enlistment in the wars then raging 
throughout Europe. By these measures, and the frequent 
issue of letters of marque for the manning and equipment 
of merchant ships as privateers, the warlike spirit of the 
country generally was stimulated and the ground prepared 
for the willing maintenance of the large armies supported 



54 
Class I. — contimied,'\ [Army and Navy. 

here and in England and Ireland during the civil war 
which followed, and for the subsequent establishment of a 
permanent military force during the reign of Charles II. 

1. Accounts relating to the Maintenance of the Arrmj 

during the Civil War, 

1. Audited Accounts of the money disbursed to the 

forces by James Murray as Commissary for the 
Country. 1639-40. 1 vol. 

2 . Audited Accounts of the money received and disbursed 

by John Denholm, Commissary for the expedition 
sent to suppress the rebellion in the north. 
1644-45. 1 vol. 

3. Audited Accounts of William Livingstone, Commis- 

sary, of the money and victual received for the use 
of the Earl of Callendar's army in England. 
1644-45. 1 vol. 

4. Audited Accounts of Sir Adam Hepburn of Humbie, 

Treasurer of the Army, for receipts and disburse- 
ments connected with the armies in Scotland and 
Ireland. 1645-46. 1 vol. 

5. Audited Accounts of Sir Adam Hepburn for receipts 

and disbursements in connection with the Scottish 
army and garrisons in England. 1 645-46. 1 vol. 

6. Audited Accounts of the Intromissions of Sir John 

Wemyss of Bogie,Treasurer of the Army (appointed 
in room of Sir Adam Hepbrom). 1648. 1 vol. 

7. Accounts of Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield as 

General Comnnissary and Treasurer of the Army. 
1648-49. Four volumes, apparently drafts or copies 
not finally adjusted and difiering in some particu- 
lars. 

8. Audited Account of Sir John Smyth's intromissions 

as Commissary -General from the date of his 
commission (17th December, 1650). Audited 
in April, 1661. 
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9. Book of Receipts for payments made to the oflScers 
of regiments and garrisons in 1651. 1 vol. 

10. Accounts, warrants, and receipts for payments 

and supplies to the forces and garrisons in Scot- 
land and England, and in connection with General 
Bailie's expedition to the north. 1640-1654. 
1 portfolio. 

11. Table of monthly pay to the forces, accounts for 

quarterings, general estimate of the accounts of 
the Scottish army since their coming into England, 
and other miscellaneous papers relating to the 
army and defence. 1628-1650. 1 portfolio. 

2. Pampers relating to the Army after the Restoration. 

1. Army Establishments, 1667, 1674, 1681, 1683 

(artillery), 1684 and copy, 1689, 1693, 1695, 
1699, 1701, and 1702. 

2. Muster Rolls, in 9 portfolios. 

(1) Troops of Horse, Sir Wm. Ballantyne's 
Company, 1667, and Major-General Monro's Regi- 
ment of Foot, 1675 ; Life Guards, 1678-1707 ; 
Grenadier Guards (horse), 1703 ; and " Claver- 
" house's" Regiment of Horse, 1682-1688. 

(2) Regiment of Dragoons (Scots Greys), 1683- 
1688 ; Marquis of Lothian's Dragoons, 1703; and 
Earl of Hyndford's Dragoons, 1703. 

(3) Artillery 1683-1719, and Ordnance Estab- 
lishments and Garrisons at Edinburgh Castle, 
Stirling Castle, and Fort William, the Bass, 
Blackness, Dumbarton, Foulis Castle, v.d. 1675 
to 1732. 

(4) Foot Guards, 1682-1703. 

(5) Earl of Mar's, afterwards Col. Buchan's, 
Regiment, 1682-1688. 

(6) Royal Regiment of Foot (Royal Scots), 
1686-87. 
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Revolution Regiments, viz : — 

(7) Lord Cardross' Regiment of Dragoons, 
1689-90 ; Independent Troops of Horse, 1689-90 ; 
Earl of Angus' Regiment, 1689-90; Earl of 
Argyll's Regiment, 1689-90 ; Lord Bargany's Regi- 
ment, 1689; and Lord Blantyre's Regiment, 1689. 

(8) Col. Richard Cunningham's Regiment 
(formerly Lord Bargany's), 1690 ; Earl of Glen- 
cairn's Regiment, 1689 ; Viscount Kenmure's 
Regiment, 1689-90; and Earl of Mar's 2nd Regi- 
ment, 1689-90 and 1703-4. 

(9) Col. Wauchope's Regiment, 1688; Col. 
Grant's Regiment, 1690 ; Earl of Tullibardine's 
Regiment, 1694-1697; Lord Strathnaver's Regi- 
ment, 1697 and 1703; Col. M^Gill's Regiment, 
1697; Independent Companies, 1689-1714; and 
Col. Harrison's Regiment, 1729-1732 (one com- 
pany) ; and an " Abbreviate " of the standing 
forces in Scotland, 1687, two lists of officers, 
and a list of those who died or deserted out of the 
Foot Guards in England in 1687. 

3. Precepts and Receipts for pay 1667 to 1707. 32 

portfolios. 

4. Accounts and other papers relating to the suppression 

of the Argyll Rebellion in 1685. 1 portfolio. 

5. Account of the com, meat, baggage horses, and other 

furnishings of garrisons, &c., supplied to His 
Majesty's forces in the presbytery of Garioch, 
1689-90. 1 vol. 

6. Accounts of the provisions, &c., sent to the forces 

and garrisons by James Oswald and James 
Dunlop, commissaries, in 1690. 1 portfolio. 

7. Accounts of the money received by Captain Colt for 

the garrison of the Castle of Edinburgh. 2 vols. 
1695-1697 and 1698-1699. 

8. Accounts of Col. John Hill's Regiment for six months 

preceding 1696. 1 vol. 
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9. Accounts of sums received by Sir Samuel McClelland 
and others, commissaries for the Forces, 1705-6. 
2 vols. 

10. States and Accounts relating to the funds for the 

forces, 1691-1708. 1 portfolio. 

11. Miscellaneous papers and accounts relating to the 

Army, 1667-1724. 7 portfolios. 
See also the Exchequer EoUs, ante, 

3. Artillery, Arms, and Ammunition, 

1. Inventories of Artillery, &c., in Tantallon, Edin- 

burgh, and Stirling Castles, and reports on the 
defences of North Queensferry and Inchgarvie, 
1556-1593, and accounts, precepts, receipts, and 
miscellaneous papers as to Artillery, Arms, and 
Ammunition, 1626 to 1711. 1 portfolio. 

2. Account of arms and ammunition received and 

delivered by the keeper of the magazine of Leith, 
from 15th April, 1643, to November, 1648. 
1vol. 

3. Accounts of the arms and ammunition received by 

the General of Artillery or his deputes out of the 
Scots or English magazines, and delivered by him 
to the regiments and garrisons in England, 1644 
to 1647. 1 vol. 

4. Account Book of the keeper of Military Stores at 

Edinburgh Castle. 2 vols. 1 682-1 684 and 1 689- 
1701. 
The following are among the papers of the OjBSce of 
the Pipe in Exchequer : — 

1. Accounts of the commissaries of the Armv, 1st 

October, 1703, to 1st January, 1708. 1 roll. 

2. Account of the Earl of Leven with the money 

received for providing magazines of com at 
Edinburgh, &c., exhibited 6th February, 1721, 
1 roll. 
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3. Account of Brigadier Preston for £1000 imprest to 

him for posting forces in the Highlands, 1721, 
with duplicate. 2 rolls. 

4. Account of fines for deficiencies of men in the quotas 

for the Navy, 1795-1796. 1 roll. 

5. Accounts of the fines imposed in raising a militia 

force from the commencement of the Act 42, 
George III., c. 91, to 1832. 1 roll. 

4. The Militia, 

1. Accounts and Eeceipts for pay, 1670 to 1688. 6 
portfolios. 

5. Naval, 

1. Accounts of furnishings to His Majesty's Ships the 

"Lyoun," the "Unicorne," and the "Thrissell," 
and of the victualling from 29th November, 1626, 
to 5th September, 1627. 

2. Pay Book with list of the Officers and Crew of the 

"Eoyal William," 1696-1698. 
Note, — Lists of the Officers and Crews of the "Provi- 
dence," the "Lyon," the "Royal Mary," and "Royal 
" William," and Captain George Lyon's ship, are included 
in the Muster Rolls portfolio No. 9 supra, 

6. Invalids, 

1. Minute or Act Book of the Commissioners for the 

Invalids under royal commission, dated 1st April, 
1700, including pay rolls. 1700-1712. 

2. Accounts, pay rolls, discharges, and warrants for 

disposing of the Invalid Funds, 1686 to 1755. 
7 portfolios. 

7. Arrea/rs of Pay. 

Petitions of Officers, and Accounts of Arrears as stated 
to the Commissioners of the Equivalent, 1689- 
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1700. 3 portfolios. And see the books and papers 
of the Commissioners, postea, and also the Parlia- 
mentafy Warrants of the period. 

8. Commissions, 
A portfolio of Commissions, v.d. 1642-1727. 

(16) Records and Accounts of the Commissioners 

OF THE Equivalent. 

By the Treaty of Union between the Kingdoms, Scot- 
land became liable to duties of Customs and Excise which 
had been specially appropriated to the payment of public 
debts contracted in England before the Union, and a sum 
of £398,885 10s. was stipulated to be paid to Scotland as 
an equivalent to such additional duties calculated on the 
proportions borne by the then actual revenue from 
Customs and Excise in Scotland (stated at £63,500), to 
the corresponding revenue in England (stated at 
£2,289,161). It was further agreed that the actual 
increase of the Scottish revenue from these sources for 
seven years after the Union should be answered for to 
Scotland, and also, after the end of the seven years, an 
equivalent, from such increase, of the proportion applic- 
able, as well to the public debts of England for which 
special appropriations had been made as to those for 
which there was no such appropriation. The sums thus 
accruing were appointed to be applied in Scotland to the 
payment of any losses sustained by private persons in 
consequence of the reduction of the coin to the standard 
of that of England, the repayment, capital, and interest 
of the money embarked in stock of the Darien Company, 
the liquidation of the public debts, and the encouragement 
of manufactories and fisheries. 

The administration of the moneys accruing under these 
stipulations was entrusted to Commissioners whose 
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powers were enlarged and defined by an Act passed in 
1714, and by subsequent statutes. 

Their accounts were audited in Exchequer, and the 
following list embraces the records of their transactions 
so far as the examination of the Exchequer records has 
proceeded, but may be supplemented by future arrange- 
ments or fuither transmissions. 

1. Accounts of the Commissioners of the Equivalent 

with reference to the arrears due to the Army 
from 1689 to 1700. 

2. Accounts, Receipts, and other papers relating to the 

Equivalent from 1707 to 1730, in 3 portfolios. ~ 
The following are among the records of the Office of 
the Pipe in Exchequer : — 

3. Eight Rolls, containing the Accounts of the Com- 

missioners from June, 1714, to August, 1783. 

4. Register of the Debentures issued by the Com- 

missioners from 1715 to 1736, in 6 vols. 

(17) The Forfeited Estates of 1715 and 1745. 

The estates forfeited by the rebellion of 1715 were 
placed by the Act 1 George I., c. 50, in the management 
of commissioners appointed for the discovery and ascer- 
tainment of the extent and rental of the real property, 
the amount and value of personal property belonging to 
attainted persons, and the receipt and registration of all 
claims by creditors or beneficiaries upon the estates real 
and personal. They were empowered to enter into 
possession of the lands, seize and dispose of the person- 
alty, pay the rents and the prices of goods sold into 
Exchequer, record their proceedings, and report them to 
the King and Parliament. They were known as the 
" Commissioners for Inquiry," and for the discharge of 
their duties were authorised to exercise the powers of a 
court of summary jurisdiction, including the punishment 
by fine or imprisonment of persons wilfully concealing or 
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maintaining collusive possession of the property of rebels. 
Having completed their inquiries and reported their 
proceedings as directed, the Act 4 Geo. I., c. 8, formally 
vested the forfeited estates in their persons, with power 
as a court of record to adjudge on all claims, subject to 
appeal to a Court of Delegates in each of the three 
Kingdoms, to issue debentures, payable in Exchequer, in 
favour of claimants for the sums determined to be due to 
them, and to bring the estates to sale by auction. The 
Act provided that, after payment of all claims, a sum of 
X20,000 should be applied from the net proceeds of the 
Scottish estates to the erection and maintenance of 
schools in the Highlands, and the remainder appropriated 
to the discharge of the public debts of the nation. 

The powers thus conferred were continued from time 
to time, but, with those of the Courts of Delegates, 
expired in 1724, when the estates remaining unsold were 
declared by an Act passed in that year to be vested in 
the Crown for the use of the public. Finally, by the 
Act 13 Geo. I., c. 27, the powers of management and 
sale vested by former Acts in the Commissioners were 
transferred to the Barons of Exchequer and the Court of 
Delegates in Scotland reappointed. 

The property of the estates forfeited by the rebellion of 
1745 was vested by the Act 20 Geo. II., c 41, in the 
Crown, and placed for management and sale under the 
control of the Barons of Exchequer in Scotland, who were 
directed after payment of expenses to pay the net pro- 
ceeds to the Receiver-General, to receive and record 
claims, to enter or remit them for adjudication before the 
Court of Session, and to grant debentures or certificates 
for allowed claims, payable by the Receiver-General. A 
public register of the names, estates, and rentals of 
attainted persons was directed to be kept, and a copy or 
duplicate thereof to be transmitted to the Treasury and 
to the Sheriff of each county where the lands lay. 

Certain of the estates forfeited under this Act were by 
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a subsequent Act (25 Geo. II., c. 41) annexed inalienably 
to the Crown, and the management assigned to a body of 
Commissioners or Trustees. The proceeds of these 
" annexed " estates were directed to be applied for the 
purpose of " civilising the inhabitants " of the Highlands, 
and promoting amongst them *' the protestant religion, 
" good government, industry and manufactures, and the 
" principles of duty and loyalty to His Majesty." The 
Commissioners continued in management down to 1784, 
when an Act was passed authorising the restoration of 
the estates to the former owners, or their loyal repre- 
sentatives, under burden of certain sums payable to 
Exchequer, which were directed to be in part applied in 
grants towards the erection of the Register House (for 
which grants had already been allowed from the general 
proceeds), and to the completion of the Forth and Clyde 
Canal, and in part reserved for further disposal. 

The extant records bear traces of injury by fire, pro- 
bably inflicted in 1824, when part of the east-end of the 
buildings in Parliament Close was involved. It is pos- 
sible, however, that the following lists may be supple- 
mented when a complete transmission of the records still 
in the custody of the King's Remembrancer has been 
made. 

Accounts relating to the estates forfeited for implica- 
tion in the rebellion of Viscount Dundee in 1689 will be 
found among the Treasury Accounts, infra, 

1. Oeneral Records and Accounts, 

1. General Record kept by the Commissioners appointed 

for the management of estates forfeited by the 
rebellion. 1717 to 1742. 1 vol., with index. 

2. Minutes of the Commissioners. 1718 to 1726, 2 vols. 

3. Reports by the Commissioners. 1719. 1 vol. 

4. Volume containing certified copies of the sasines of 

attainted persons in their respective estates. 
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5. List of Claimants on the estates. 1 vol. 

6. Particulars of the claims. 2 vols. 

7. List of the claims sustained. 1 vol. 

8. Eegister of Warrants for the payment of claims issued 

by the Commissioners or the Barons of Exchequer. 
4 vols. 1720 to 1783. 

9. Debentures issued to creditors. 3 vols. These 

consist of duplicates of the debentures, which were 
printed forms, the blanks being filled up as issued. 

10. Account of the debentures issued. 1720 to 1724. 1 

vol. 

11. Register of the precepts issued by the Commissioners 

for the compearance of intromitters with forfeited 
estates. 1718. 

12. Depositions of witnesses as to goods belonging to 

attainted persons. 1716-1720. 1vol. 

13. Register of precepts issued by the Commissioners to 

search for and seize goods, &c. 1716-1717. 

14. Register of certificates of sums due by factors and 

others presented to the Barons of Exchequer for 
the issue of warrants for payment, 1724-25. 1 vol. 

15. Rentals of estates forfeited. 

16. Judicial Rentals. 1717. 

17. Accounts of the Receiver-General's intromissions from 

1718 to 1730. 

18. Register of the Acts and Orders of the Barons of 

Exchequer from 24th September, 1747, to 29th 
July, 1786. 3 vols., indexed. 

19. Minutes of the Barons of Exchequer from 3rd August, 

1747, to 5th July, 1805. 5 vols. 

20. Record of the correspondence of the Barons with the 

Treasury. 1745 to 1756. 2 vols., indexed. 

21. General Letter Book. 1784 to 1818. 1 vol., indexed. 

22. Particulars of claims on the estates. 1745-1753. 3 

volumes, with index to first volume. 

23. Register of claims entered in the Court of Session. 

1748-1772. 4 vols. 
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24. Proceedings (consisting of Reports, Certificates by 

the Court, &c.) with reference to claims. 1756- 
1787. 1 vol. indexed. 

25. Register of Warrants by the Barons of Exchequer for 

payment of claims. 1748 to 1791. 2 vols. 

26. Volume containing schemes of division among the 

creditors of the Redhouse and Kinloch estates. 

27. Rent Rolls made up from judicial surveys. 5 vols. 

28. Detached Rent Rolls. 

29. Certificates by Sheriffs of the publication and registra- 

tion of Rentals. 1748 to 1766. 1 vol. 

30. Receipts for precepts by the Receiver-General for 

payment of salaries, expenses, &c. 1756 to 1784. 
2 vols. 

31. Record of appointments of factors, assignations of 

claims, &c. 1750 to 1774. Indexed. 

32. Record of dispositions, assignations, discharges, and 

other deeds by anA to the Barons of Exchequer, 
relating to the forfeited and annexed estates, 

1751 to 1793. 2 vols., indexed. 

33. Articles and Conditions of sale of forfeited estates. 

1752 to 1756. 

34. Record of the royal commissions to the Commissioners 

on the annexed estates. 1755 to 1783. 1 vol. 

35. Minute Books of the Commissioners on the annexed 

estates. 1755 to 1784. 15 vols. 

36. Abstract of the Minutes of the Commissioners. 1757 

to 1761. 1vol. 

37. Record of the correspondence of the Commissioners on 

the annexed estates with the Treasury, and with 
their factors and surveyors. 1755 to 1783. 5 vols. 

38. Journal of the proceedings of the Commissioners on 

the annexed estates. 1767 to 1784. 1 vol. 

39. Chartulary of the same Commissioners. 1763 to 

1784. 2 vols. 

40. Record of the commissions or appointments made 

by the Commissioners, 1762 to 1783. 1 vol. 



^ 
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41. Reports by factors and other officers of the Commis- 

sioners. 1755 to 1772. 5 vols. 

42. Reports of scientific surveys made by Dr. CuUen, John 

Williams, and George Clerk Maxwell, under direc- 
tions of the Commissioners. 1763 to 1775. 1 vol. 

43. Entry Book of debts on the annexed estates author- 

ised to be paid by Parliament. 

44. Judicial Rental of the annexed estates, 1755. 1 vol. 

45. Ledgers of the Commissioners on the annexed estates. 

1756 to 1784. 3 vols. 

46. Index of Leases and Charters agreed to be granted 

by the Commissioners. 

47. Accounts of Improvement expenditure on the annexed 

estates. 1763 to 1784. 1 vol. 

48. Reports of the Commissioners to the King and 

Lords of the Treasury. 1755 to 1778. 2 vols. 

49. Letters of approbation by the King to the Commission- 

ers on the annexed estates, 1761 to 1784. 1 vol. 

50. Accounts relating to the disposal of the produce of 

the annexed estates under the management of the 
Barons of Exchequer. 1784 to 1820. 

51. Register of Bonds of Caution, commissions to 

factors, and other writs, and of the accounts and 
proceedings of the Barons of Exchequer with 
reference to the annexed estates under the 
Act of 1784 (24 George III., c. 57). 1784 to 
1813. 1 vol. 

52. General Accounts relating to the forfeited and 

annexed estates, viz. : — 

(1) Accounts of the Factors on the various 
estates. 1746 to 1769. 3 vols. 

(2) Accounts of the Receiver-General. 1745 to 
1780. 3 vols. 

(3) Another volume, apparently drafts of the 
Receiver-General's accounts. 1 748 to 1 758. 

(4) Abstract of the Receiver-General's accounts 
to 1764. 1 vol. 
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(5) Accounts of legal expenses incurred from 
1748 to 1788. 5 vols. 

(6) Accounts of the Salaries of Officers, 1784 to 
1796, and 1801 to 1818. 2 vols. 

(7) General view of the produce and disposal of 
the forfeited aud annexed estates up to 1809. 

53. Detached papers relating to the general management, 

consisting of: — 

(1) Minutes of the Commissioners of Inquiry 
under the Act of 1715. 

(2) Proceedings on Claims, including appeals to 
the Court of Delegates. 1715-1724. 

(3) Printed copies and drafts of the Reports of 
the Commissioners under the Act of 1715. 

(4) Accounts and vouchers. 1715 to 1746. 

(5) Minutes of the Commissioners' on the 
annexed estates. 1755 to 1784. 

(6) .Papers relating to the improvements on the 
annexed estates, building of schools and churches, 
scientific surveys, manufactures, fisheries, &c. 

(7) Accounts and vouchors. 1757-1820. 

(8) Draft Reports of the Commissioners on the 
annexed estates. 

(9) Miscellaneous papers, including lists of 
attainted persons, and of claims, sales of superi- 
orities, letters to the Boards of Commissioners and 
Barons of Exchequer, rentals, reports, commis- 
sions to factors, lists of factors, and plans of 
estates, &c. 1715 to 1820. 

The following are included among the arranged papers 
of the Office of the Pipe in Exchequer: — 

54. Accounts of Moneys imprested to Wm. Bowles for 

carrying on prosecutions relative to the forfeited 
estates. 1725 to 1727. 1 roll. 

55. Accounts of the Royal Bank of Scotland of moneys 

voted by Parliament and paid to the Bank, and 
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of payments therefrom in connection with the 
estates. 1760 to 1770. 1 roll. 

56. Accounts of money imprested to the same Bank for 

payment of debts on the estate of Lovat. 1761 to 
1784. 1 roll. 

57. Accounts of the successive Receivers- General. 1721 

to 1832. 22 rolls. 

2. Records and payers relating to particular estates 
forfeited hy the rebellions of 1715 and 17JfS, 

These consist of bound volumes and a large accumu- 
lation of papers, claims, accounts, reports, minutes and 
orders, correspondence, &c., relating to the following 
estates : — 

Aberlour (Patrick Gordon), 1715. 

Abernethy, George, merchant, Banff, 1745. 

AiRLiE (James, Lord Ogilvie), 1715. 

Appin (Robert Stewart), 1715. 

Applecross (Alex. Mackenzie), 1715. 

Ardsheai. (Charles Stewart), 1745. 1 vol. Factor's 
accounts and papers. 

Arnprior (Francis Buchanan), 1745. Minutes of 
Commissioners, 1 vol. ; Rent Roll, 1 vol. ; Factor's 
accounts, 1 vol. With many detached papers. 

ASLEID (Adam HayJ, 1745. 

AucHiNTOUL (Major-Gen. Alex. Gordon), 1715. 

Auohtertyre (William Murray), 1715. 

AvoCH (John Mackenzie), 1715. 

Ayton (James Home), 1715. 

Baldoon (Basil Hamilton), 1715. 

Balfour (James Bethune), 1715. 

Balmerino and Restalrig (Lord Balmerino), 1745. 

Balnamoon (Alex. Carnegie), 1715. 

Bannockburn (Sir Hugh Paterson), 1715, 

Banton (James Cornwall). 1715, 
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Barrisdale (OoU and Archibald MacDonell), 1745. 
Five volumes containing respectively Minutes of 
Commissioners, rental, report on farms, plans of 
farms, and factor's accounts, with many detached 
papers. 

Barrowfield (John Walkinshaw), 1715. 

Blair, Dr. Patrick, Coupar- Angus, 1715. 

Blarphetty (James Eobertson), 1715. 

BoRLiCK (John Stewart), 1715, and see Kinnachan. 

BoRLUM (Brigadier Wm. Mackintosh), 1715. 

BowHiLL (John Scrimgeor), 1715. 

Burleigh and Pairney (Col. John Balfour), 1715. 

BuRNFOOT (Andrew Porteous), 1745. 

Callart (Allan Cameron), 1745. 1 vol. Factor's 
accounts and papers. 

Carlops (Archibald Burnet), 1715. 

Carnwath, Kobert, Earl of, 1715. 

Clava (Hugh Rose), 1715. 

Cltjny and Kinlochlaggan (Evan Macpherson), 1 745. 
2 vols. Reports and factor's accounts, with 
letters and papers. 

CoMAR or Strathglass (Roderick Chisholm), 1715. 

CouLL (Sir John Mackenzie), 1715. 

Cromarty and Coygach (Earl of Cromarty), 1745. 
Three volumes of Rentals, 1 volume of factor's 
accounts, and 1 volume of plans, with a large 
collection of letters, reports, and other papers. 
(And see under Lovat and Cromarty.) 

Cromlix (Col. John Hay), 1715. 

Davociimaluach (Alex. Mackenzie), 1715. 

Drumlochy (James Ramsay), 1715. 

Drummond, Lord James, and Lord John. See Perth. 

DuFFUS, Kenneth, Lord, 1715. 

DuNBOiG (Henry Balfour), 1715. 

Dunipace (Sir Archibald Primrose), 1745. 

DUNTROON (William Graham), 1715. 

DURN (Sir James Dunbar), 1716. 
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East Reston (Robert Craw), 1715. 

Eastertyre (Donald Robertson), 1715. 

Elcho, Lord (David Wemyss), 1745. 

Pairburn (Roderick Mackenzie), 1715. 

Fairney (See Burleigh). 

FiNGASK (Sir David Thriepland), 1715. 

FiNHAVEN (James Carnegie), 1715. 

FoRRET (Michael Balfour), 1715. 

Fraserdale (Alexander Mackenzie), 1715. 

Gask (Laurence Oliphant), 1745. 

Glasclu]se (John Blair), 1715. 

Glastullich (Roderick M'Culloch), 1745. 

Glenbeich (Robert Stewart), 1715. 

Glenbervie (William Douglas), 1715, 

Glenbucket (John Gordon), 1745. 

Glencarse (Lord George Murray), 1745. 

Glencoe (Alexander Macdonald), 1715. 

Glendaruell (Colin Campbell), 1715. 

Glenmoriston (John Grant), 1715. 

Glenriddell (Walter Riddell), 1715. 

Gordon, Lord Lewis, 1745. 

Graden (Henry Kerr), 1745. One volume containing 

a decreet sustaining the Marquis of Lothian's 

claim to the estate, with papers. 
Grange (James Malcolm), 1715. 
Hamilton, John, factor to the Duke of Gordon, 1745. 
Hay, John, W.S., portioner of Restalrig, 1745. 
Inverey (Patrick Farquharson), 1715. 
Invernity (John Stewart), 1715. 
Inversnaid (Robert OamplDell, alias Rob Roy McGregor), 

1715. 
Keir (James Stirling), 1715. 
Kenmure, William, Viscount of, 1715. 
Keppoch (Alexander MacDonnell), 1745. 
KiLCONQUHAR (John Carstairs), 1715. 
Kilcowie (Donald Mackenzie), 1715. 
Kilsyth, William, Viscount, 1715. 
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Kingston, James, Viscount, 1715. 
Kjnloch (Sir James Kinloch-Nevay), 1745. 

KiNLOCHLAGGAN, SCO Cluny. 

Kinlochmoydart (Donald MacDonell), 1745. Three 
volumes containing respectively a rental, factor's 
accounts, and Minutes of the Commissioners, with 
many papers. 

KiNNACHAN (John Stewart), 1715. And see Borlick. 

KiRKHOUSE (Andrew Cassie), 1715. 

Lagg (William Grierson), 1715. 

Lathrisk (Patrick Seaton), 1715. 

Lethendy (Laurence Mercer), 1745. 

Lindsay, Patrick, 1745. 

Linlithgow, Earl of, 1715. 

LoCHGARRY (Donald M'Donell), 1745. Two volumes 
containing respectively factor's accounts and 
Minutes of the Commissioners, with many papers. 

LocHiEL (John Cameron), 1715. (Donald Cameron), 
1745. Pour volumes containing respectively a 
Eental, factor's accounts, plans, and Minutes of 
Commissioners, with many papers. 

Lorn (John M'Dougall), 1715. 

LovAT, Simon, Lord, 1745. Three volumes of rentals, 1 
volume of factor's accounts, 1 volume of decrees on 
the factor's claims, and 1 volume containing 
observations on a survey of the estate, with many 
papers. 

LovAT and Cromarty, 1745. One volume of factor's 
accounts, with other papers relating to improve- 
ments on these annexed estates. 

MACKINNON, John, of that ilk, 1715. 

Mackintosh, Lachlan, Inverness, 1745. 

Mar, Earl of, 1715. 

Marisohall, George, Earl, 1715. One volume contain- 
ing proceedings before the Barons of Exchequer 
with reference to the sale of part of the estate to 
the York Buildings Company, with many papers. 
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MoNALTRY (Francis Farquharson),1745. Three volumes 
containing respectively rent rolls, factor's accounts, 
and Minutes of the Commissioners, with many 
papers. 

MoYDART (Ranald Macdonald, Captain of Clanranald), 
1715. 

MuiRTOWN (Sir Thomas Calder), 1715. 

Nairn, William, Lord, 1715. 
Do., John, Lord, 1745. 

NicoLSON, James, vintner, Leith, 1745. 

NiTHSDALE, Earl of, 1715. 

NuTHiLL (George Mackenzie), 1715. 

OcHTERTYRE. See Auchtertyre. 

Panmure, James, Earl of, 1715. Volume containing 
submission and decreet-arbitral between the 
creditors and the factors on the estate of Edzell, 
and volume containing a rental, with many papers. 

Park (Sir Wm. Gordon), 1745. 

Perth (Lord James and Lord John Drummond), 1715 
and 1745. Twenty-two volumes containing rentals* 
Minutes of the Commissioners, reports, field book, 
factor's accounts, journals of inspectors, &c., with 
a large number of papers. 

PiTCAiRN, Andrew, of that ilk, 1715. 

PiTSCANDLY (John Lindsay), 1715, (James Stormonth), 
1745. 

PiTSLiGO, Lord, 1745. 

POWHOUSE 1 ,-D , ^ -o n N n ^1 K 

Powis J (^^^®^ ^^^^^)' I'^l^- 

Prestongrange (William Morison), 1715. 

Prestonhall (Sir John Preston), 1715. 

Reidhouse (General George Hamilton), 1745. 

Roscommon (William Sutherland), 1715. 

Row, David, Comptroller of Customs, Anstruther, 

1745. 
St. Germains. 
SCOTSTOUN (Wm. Walkinshaw), 1715. 
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Seaforth, Earl of, 1715. 

Slate (Sir Donald Macdonald), 1715. 

SouTHESK, Earl of, 1715. 

Strathallan, Viscount, 1745. 

Strathglass. See Comar. 

Strone (Lachlan Mackintosh), 1715. 

Strowan (Alexander Robertson). Originally forfeited 
in 1690, and managed as one of the annexed 
estates. Pour volumes containing rentals, factor's 
accounts, reports, and Minutes by Commissioners, 
with many papers. 

Tarpersie (Charles Gordon), 1745. 

Touch (Archibald Seton), 1715. 

Wamphray (Robert Johnston), 1715. 

Wedderburn (George Home), 1715. 

Whitefield (George Home), 1715. 

WmTERiGGS (Silvester Douglas), 1715. 

Whittingham. See Viscount Kingston. 

WiNTON, George, Earl of, 1715. 

WooDEND (Alexander Menzies), 1715. 

(18) Records and Warrants of the Exchequer 

AND Treasury. 

1. Exchequer. 

1. Register of the Acts and Decreets of the Lords' 

Auditors of Exchequer. 5 vols. Vol. 1, 1584- 
1586; Vol. 2, 1584-1598, the first 17 folios 
containing decreets relating to the thirds of 
benefices; Vol. 8, 1611-1624; Vol. 4, 1634-1639; 
and Vol. 5, 1642-1647. 

2. Exchequer Minute Books. 4 vols. Vol. 1, 1630- 

1634; Vol. 2, 1634-1649; Vol 3, 1655-1659; and 
Vol. 4, containing scroll minutes, 1697 to 1708. 
Minutes of the Lords Auditors from 1513 to 1623 are 
found in the Responde Books, cmte. 
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3. Volume containing Extracts from the Exchequer 

Eegister, 1630-1634; 1642-1647, and 1'661-1674. 

4. Warrants of the Exchequer Register. 13 portfolios, 

the first containing a few warrants representing 

the period 1616 to 1657, and the remaining twelve 

a large number beginning with the year 1660, and 

continuing down to 1710. 

The Register of which these documents form the 

warrants or instructions must be included among the 

many records of Exchequer which are reported to the 

Public Record Commission in 1810 as ** lost or destroyed." 

5. Petitions and processes. Eleven portfolios, the first 

containing papers representing the period 1573- 
1669, and the remaining ten a continuous series from 
1670 to 1708, some being undated. Lists of the 
processes are contained in the last of the series. 

6. Miscellaneous Exchequer papers. Nine portfolios, 

covering the period 1494 to 1720. These contain 
the originals of many of the accounts presented for 
audit by sheriffs, Stewarts, customars, and others, 
precepts, messengers' executions, Exchequer 
" tables " or lists of accounts audited at various 
sederunts, commissions, &c. 

2. The Treasury. 

The Treasury was in Commission from July, 1667, to 
1682, and from February, 1686, to 1708. 

1. Register of the Treasury. Volumes 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

Vol. 2, 1673-1682; Vol. 3, 1686-1688; Vol 4, 

1693-1700; and Vol. 4, 1700-1707. Vol. 1 is 

wanting. 

No separate register appears to have been kept between 

1682 and 1686, or between 1688 and 1693, the warrants 

for these periods being engrossed in the Sederunt books. 

2. Sederunt Books. Eleven volumes commencing 8th 

July, 1667, and ending 30th April, 1708. The 
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series is continuous except for the period between 
27th February, 1686, and 13th September, 1688, 
which is unrepresented. 

3. Warrants of the Treasury register. 10 portfolios. 

1666-1708. 

4. Precepts on the Lord Treasurer and Receivers of rents, 

etc., and accounts of contingent expenses, with the 
corresponding receipts. 1511 to 1707. 17portfolios. 

5. Royal warrants with precepts endorsed by the Lords 

of the Treasury. 1662 to 1707. 4 portfolios. 

6. Precepts and receipts for fees (salaries) and pensions. 

1667 to 1707. 23 portfolios. 
Previous to 1667, precepts for fees and pensions are 
found among the general precepts. No. 4, supra. 

7. Volume containing accounts of sums received and 

disbursed by the Receivers-General for fees and 
pensions. 1701 to 1707. 

8. Charity Rolls, with petitions and precepts for charity, 

1667 to 1707, and certificates for persons on the 
charity roll, produced in March, 1700. 4 port- 
folios. 

9. Accounts, precepts, and receipts for aliment paid to 

prisoners. 1670 to 1705. 1 portfolio. 

10. Bonds of Caution granted to the Lords of Treasury 

on Gifts of Tutory, Escheat, &c. 1630 to 1748. 
29 portfolios. 

11. Portfolio containing extract Acts of the Lords of 

Treasury and Exchequer. 1615, and 1639 to 1708. 

12. Accounts, contracts, commissions, and other papers 

relating to the Post Office. 1689 to 1707. 1 
portfolio. 

13. Bonds of Caution by Receivers, Collectors, and others 

on receiving appointments. 1682 to 1708. 1 
portfolio. * 

14. Lists of signatures revised and passed by the Lords 

of Treasury. 1657 to 1699, and 1724. 1 port- 
folio. 



> 
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15. Fines on non-conformists. Accounts and other papers 

relating to the fines exacted from 1666 to 1668. 
1 portfolio. 

16. Miscellaneous petitions, accounts, and receipts for 

money paid out of the fines. 1676 to 1681. 
1 portfolio. 

17. Accounts of intromissions with the rents of the 

estates of Viscount Dundee, Wallace of Craigie, 
Cleland of Fascane, Crawford of Ardmillan, the 
Earl of Dunfermline, Colin Mackenzie, and others, 
forfeited for engagement in the rebellion of 1689- 
90. 2 portfolios. 

18. Accounts relating to deductions made in the accounts 

of the collectors of cess or land tax in the difierent 
shires in respect of exemptions claimed or allowed 
to the Lords of Session, Officers of the Mint, and 
mortified lands. 1672-1706. 1 portfolio. 

19. Last audited Account of the Treasury in Scotland 

previous to the Union. 

(19) Royal Letters directed to the Lords of 

Treasury and Exchequer. 

A collection of original Warrants or Precepts under the 
sign manual, directing payments to particular persons out 
of the Royal revenue, and forming with the receipts, which 
are frequently endorsed, the vouchers produced with the 
accounts of the disbursing officers. 

Eleven portfolios. Dates 1570, 1579-1624, 1626-1642, 
1660-1707. See also' No. 5, preceding page. 

(20) The Office of the Pipe. 

The Court of Exchequer in Scotland was organised by 
the Act 6 Anne c. 26 on the model of that of England, 
including, among other departments, the office of " Clerk 
" of the Pipe." To this office was transmitted ** as through 
" a pipe " the whole accounts of the difierent branches of 
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the revenue. It was the duty of the Clerk of the Kpe to 
submit these accounts to a detailed examination, engross 
them on parchment, grant discharges to the accounting 
oflScers, and report all balances or arrears, that steps might 
be taken by the Court for their due recovery. 

A partial arrangement of the rolls and records of this 
office covers, in most branches of the revenue, the whole 
period from the Union, and in some cases a few years 
previous to that date down to 1833, when the collection 
and administration of the revenue was transferred to the 
Commissioners of the Treasury. 

The following is a brief abstract of these rolls and 
records so far as the arrangement has proceeded, 
omitting only such as have been already noticed under 
their proper headings. 

1. Customs. 1693 to 1831. 

2. Excise. 1708 to 1828. 

3. Hereditary Crown revenues, land rents, and land 

tax. 1707 to 1834. 

4. SherijBTs Accounts. 1703 to 1821. 

5. Bailliary and Chamberlain Accounts. 1699 to 1831. 

6. Regality and Stewartry Accounts. 1674 to 1748. 

7. Army and Navy. 1708 to 1832. 

8. Assessed Taxes, &c. 1758 to 1834. 

9. Invalid Stock. 1701-1755. 

10. Surplus fees of regulated Offices. 1822-1833. 

11. Superannuation fund. 1822-1834. 

12. Duties on tobacco and sugar. 1685-1689. 

13. Duties on wine and vinegar. 1685-1689. 

14. Income tax. 1799 to isio. 

15. Property tax. 1803-1834. 

16. Various accounts, viz., Almoner's, Post Office, 

Principality, &c. 1697-181 1. 

17. Commissions. 1710-1809. 

18. Botanical Gardens. 1764-1831. 

19. Aid Contribution. 1799-1834. 

20. Deductions from Salaries. 1721-1834. 

21. Criminal and Exchequer prosecutions. 1710-1834. 
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CLASS 11. 
JUDICIAL RECOKDS. 

The general administration of justice in both civil and 
criminal causes appears from the earliest times of which 
we have any reliable record to have been committed to 
the King's justiciar or justice-general and his deputies, 
with a concurrent and in all cases a final resort to the 
King acting by himself or with advice of his Privy or 
Great Councils. A large jurisdiction, by no means 
confined to the spiritual sphere, was also arrogated by the 
church and, in a superstitious age, doubtless very 
effectually exercised, fortified as it was by ecclesiastical 
penalties. The magistrates of burghs from the date of 
erection of these communities were also entrusted with 
considerable judicial powers within their respective 
bounds. 

But with the introduction of the feudal system in the 
reign of David I. the restraints of law were more 
effectively brought home to the inhabitants of the country 
generally, than they could be by the occasional "aires "of 
the King's justiciar, or the rarer visits of the King 
himself. This was accomplished by the appointment of 
sheriffs, with definite judicial as well as ministerial powers 
in the districts or shires assigned to them, and, less wisely, 
by the grants of regality and barony conferred on the 
great vassals of the Crown in their respective fiefs. The 
rights of jurisdiction which accompanied these grants 
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were privative even of the King's sheriff and justice 
courts, though in the event of neglect or mal-adminis- 
tration recourse was allowed to the sheriff or justiciar, and 
in any event redress might be claimed at the hands of the 
King or his Council. 

The Council, however, was a fluctuating body with no 
definite organisation and no fixed sittings, and in 1425 a 
first attempt was made by an Act passed in Parliament 
to constitute a supreme court to determine all and sundry 
complaints and causes '* that may be determynit befor the 
"kingis counsal." This body consisted of the chancellor 
and certain members of the three estates of Parliament, 
viz., the clergy, barons, and commissioners of burghs, 
and differed from the Council in having fixed sittings 
three times yearly. It continued to be chosen in succes- 
sive Parliaments under the designation of the "Lords 
" Auditors of Causes and Complaints." From its fixed 
sittings it came to be known as " the Session," and after 
the institution of the college of justice as the " auld 
"Session." Its decisions form part of the records of 
Parliament, and a volume containing those given during 
the period from 1466 to 1494 was published in 1839 under 
authority of the Public Records Commission. 

The Act of 1425 did not, in terms, interfere with the 
jurisdiction of the Council, and apparently was not 
intended to do so, for an Act passed in October, 1487, 
ordaining all civil actions to be brought before the judge- 
ordinary and restricting the jurisdiction of the Council 
to certain specified cases and to complaints against 
inferior judges, was repealed in January following, and all 
parties allowed to raise and pursue summonses before the 
King and his Council " as in tymes bigane." The Council, 
in fact, continued to exercise a parallel jurisdiction to that 
of the " Session" until 1532. Its judicial proceedings 
from 1478 up to that date are recorded in a series of 
volumes entitled the " Acta Dominorum Concilii " and, 
like those of the Lords Auditors, were for the period 1478 
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to 1495 printed in 1839 by direction of the Public Eecords 
Commission. 

The existence of two courts of concurrent jurisdiction, 
cr e of which sat at irregular intervals, while the other 
consisted of members of Parliament, who were either 
unskilled in law or made attendance for stated periods a 
subject of complaint, was found unsatisfactory and 
probably unworkable. What appears to have been an 
experiment in the way of combining the two was made in 
1491, and on 19th March, 150|, an Act was passed 
establishing a daily Council chosen by the King to sit 
continuously and decide all manner of summonses and 
civil matters and complaints so that there should not be 
"sa grete confusione of summondsis to call at the Session." 
Even by this enactment no exclusive jurisdiction is con- 
ferred on the newly constituted Court. There was probably 
a feeling of reluctance to interfere with the jurisdiction so 
long exercised by the Council, sitting as it did as the 
assessors or rather delegates of the King himself, and thus 
representing the supreme judicial power vested in his 
person. This feeling existed and continued to manifest 
itself long after the institution of the Court of Session 
in various interferences with the acts of that Court as 
well by the King personally as by his Council. 

These successive attempts to provide a supreme and 
readily accessible tribunal of civil jurisdiction at length 
resulted in the establishment of the Court of Session 
organised by James V. as part of his " College of Justice " 
(of which the judges were designed " Senators ") and 
ratified by the Act of Parliament of 17th May, 1532. 
The Court was ordained to consist of a president and 14 
ordinary members, half spiritual and half temporal, the 
Chancellor being appointed, when present, to have a vote 
and be principal, and the King being entitled to add 
three or four persons from his Great Council, who were 
called ** Extraordinary Lords." 

The Court thus constituted became, as it still continues. 
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the supreme civil court of Scotland, with an appeal 
to Parliament only. The anxiety of King James, its 
originator, to secure the freedom and independence of the 
judges is evidenced by his minute regulations for its 
procedure and the exclusion of extraneous interference, 
and by a letter (not the only one) addressed to them, in 
which, narrating that he may, **be importune sollisita- 
" tioun," subscribe precepts directed to them hindering and 
contrary to justice, he enjoins them not to obey. The 
example thus set was not always followed by his royal 
successors. 

The spiritual element in the constitution of the Court, 
practically suspended after the Reformation, was ulti- 
mately suppressed by the Act of 11th June, 1640, c. 53. 
The appointment by the King of Extraordinary Lords 
(not always limited to " three or four ") was a provision 
which did not minister to the independence or efficiency 
of the Court, became a subject of grievance, and was ulti- 
mately discontinued by the Act 10 Geo. I., c. 19. 

The Court was divided into two chambers, called 
respectively the First and Second Divisions, under the 
presidency of the Lord President and the Lord Justice- 
Clerk, respectively, by the Act 48 Geo. III., c. 151 (1808) ; 
and the number of judges was reduced to 13 in 1830. 

The records of the Court of Session form a large part 
of those now deposited in the Register House in the 
official custody of the Clerk-Register. They consist 
mainly of (1) the registers in which the judicial Acts 
and Decreets of the court are recorded, with the relative 
Minute Books or abridgments of these ; (2) the 
** Warrants " of the registers of Acts and Decreets, con- 
sisting of the processes or files of the pleadings and 
original documents lodged by the parties in the actions 
or other proceedings on which the decisions of the Court 
proceed, and the orders or interlocutors of the judges, 
with the unextracted processes and other warrants ; (3) 
the Acts of Sederunt passed by the Court in terms of the 
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authority conferred by the Statute of 14th March, 154f , 
c. 10, for the regulation of procedure and expedition of 
justice ; and (4) the volumes and warrants of the 
Register of Deeds and Protests or, as it is oflScially styled, 
" the Books of Council and Session." 

The following List begins with the register of the 
judicial Acts of Council, or " Acta Dominorum Concilii." 
This register occasionally includes a record of pro- 
ceedings relative to public affairs falling within the sphere 
of the Privy Council. The same remark applies also to 
the first series of "The Acta Dominorum Concilii et 
" Sessionis " down to a few years even after a separate 
register for the Privy Council was commenced in 1545. 
This was probably due to the fact that most, if not all, of 
the judges first appointed to the Court of Session were 
also privy councillors, to both bodies having the same 
clerks or oflScers, and to a sitting of the one being 
occasionally resolved into a meeting of the other. 

1. The Council. 

The "Acta Dominorum Concilii," commencing 5th 
October, 1478, and ending 15th May, 1532. 43 
vols. 
The first six volumes, 1478 to 1495, have, as already 
mentioned, been printed. 

2. The Court of Session. 

(1) Records. 

1. The ** Acta Dominorum Concilii et Sessionis," from 
27th May, 1532, to 26th June, 1559. 29 vols. 

This series contains not only the ordinary judicial 
decisions of the Court, but also the Acts of Sederunt 

F 
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passed from 1532 to 1553, after which date a separate 
record of the Acts of Sederunt is kept. There are gaps 
in the series from 1555 to 1560, 1567 to 1574, and 1608 
to 1626. The earlier Acts were printed in 1811 under 
the authority of the Court and of the Law Commission of 
1808, and supplement a former edition published in 1790 
by Mr. Alexander Tait, a clerk of Court. 

2. Books of Sederunt, from 15th January, 155|, to the 

latest transmission in 1898. 33 vols. 

This is the separate record of the Acts of Sederunt 
above referred to, and, besides such Acts, the volumes 
record also the commissions appointing new judges, the 
admissions of advocates, the administration of oaths to 
officers of State, &c. 

3. An additional five volumes contain brief minutes or 

sederunts of each sitting of the judges of the 1st 
and 2nd Divisions from 1808 onward. 

4. Register of Acts and Decreets. 

1st Semes, from 26th June, 1542, to 26th Feb- 
ruary, 1659. 609 vols. Bach clerk of Court kept 
his own register, but in this instance the whole 
have been placed in a combined arrangement and 
the volumes numbered continuously. The last 51 
volumes, commencing on 1st June, 1652, contain 
the register of the Acts and Decreets of the 
" Commissioners for the Administration of Justice 
"in Scotland" during the Commonwealth. 'An Act 
of the Scottish Parliament, passed on 15th March, 
1661, declared the acts and decreets of the courts, 
superior and inferior, established by the Protector 
to be valid, notwithstanding the unlawfulness of 
the authority under which they were held, allowing, 
however, a revision of their decisions to persons 
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having just grounds of complaint, providing their 
challenge was made within one year of the date of 
the Act. 

^nd Series. 1661 to 1810. The Court of 
Session was re-constituted by Royal Commission, 
dated 13th February, 1661. For the whole of this 
period the register of Acts and Decreets was kept, 
and has been retained, in three parallel series 
corresponding to the oflSces of the three principal 
clerks of Court in which they were compiled, 
viz.: — 

(1) Dalrymple's OflSce. 4th June, 1661, to 2nd 
June, 1810. 831 vols. 

(2) Durie's Office. 3rd July, 1661, to 12th 
June, 1810. 870 vols. 

(3) Mackenzie's Office. 13th June, 1661, to 
12th June, 1810. 1015 vols. 

3rd Series. 7th June, 1810, to 20th June, 1821. 
174 vols. By the Act 50 Geo. III., c. 112 (1810), 
the decreets of Court, which, up to that time, had 
included a verbatim recital of the pleadings of 
parties and of the interlocutory judgments, were 
limited to a brief narrative of the grounds and 
conclusions of the action and the actual findings 
of the Court. The number of officers employed in 
the preparation of the decreets was at the same 
time reduced to six, and the register kept while 
this Act was in operation is contained in six 
corresponding sub-series. 

4th Series. 2nd June, 1821, to 30th December. 
1829. 190 vols. A further change was effected 
by the Act 1 & 2 Geo. IV., c. 38 (1821), which 
relieved the principal clerks of Court and their 
assistants of the duty of issuing and signing 
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extracts of judicial acts and decreets, and appointed 
new oflScers, called " Extractors," for the discharge 
of that duty and the compilation of the register, 
which since then consists of signed duplicates of 
the extracts so issued. 

6th or current Series, 935 vols., commencing 
with the year 1830 to the date last transmitted. 

This series originated with the adoption of a 
running monthly number for each extract issued, 
a system which greatly facilitates reference. 

The Register of Acts and Decreets from its commence- 
ment numbers in all about 4700 folio volumes, many of 
which are bound in two or more parts. 

Indices of the Register since 1810 are prepared by the 
Extractor and now accompany each transmission. 

(2) Minute Books. 

The daily Minute Books kept by the clerks of Court 
consisted, in the earlier series, of brief memoranda, 
usually in one line, specifying the nature of each action or 
proceeding before the court at each sitting and the 
names of the parties to the action. They thus facilitate 
searches and references to the fuller and detailed record, 
though for this purpose their usefulness is largely 
impaired by many omissions and by discrepancies in 
dates. Occasionally also it may be found that there is 
no record to correspond with particular entries in the 
Minute Books. 

A special Minute Book was kept by each clerk for his 
own department or division of the Court, and a General 
Minute Book embraced and recorded the proceedings of 
the whole Court. 

The extant Minute Books, General and Particular, of 
the first series of the Acts and Decreets number 56 
volumes, 1557 to 1659. 
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From the re-constitution of the Court after the 
Restoration, the General Minute Books continue in an 
almost unbroken series to 1835 and the Particular 
Minute Books till 1810. They number in all 262 volumes, 
including duplicates of several of the volumes. 

In 1782 the Minute Books were first printed and 
have since then been issued in yearly volumes. They 
contain in each case the full names of the parties to the 
action and a brief statement of the order or decision of 
the Court. 

(3) Warrants. 

1. Wa/rrants of the Acts and Decreets, or Extracted 

Processes. 

A " process " is the file or collection of papers, consisting 
of the original summonses or petitions, pleadings and 
productions of parties, minutes of evidence, and other 
documents lodged with the clerk and presented to the 
court before which the action is brought, with the inter- 
locutors or orders of the judges pronounced in each 
case. 

On final judgment being pronounced the process is 
transmitted by the clerk of Court to the Extractor, the 
ofl&cer whose duty it is to issue to the successful party an 
" Extract " or ofl&cial copy of the decision of the Court. 
The Extract is now made in duplicate, one copy being 
given to the party requiring it, and the other retained 
and bound with the Extracts of the year of issue to form 
the Register of " Acts and Decreets." These volumes 
are transmissible yearly by the Extractor to the Record 
OflSce, along with the processes which form their 
" Warrants " or instructions. The processes so dealt with 
are called "Extracted Processes." This had been 
substantially the usual course of proceeding in the 
compilation and transmission of most of the public Regis- 
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ters in Scotland transmissible by law to the custody of 
the Lord Clerk-Register and his deputies, and with refer- 
ence to the Register of Acts and Decreets is adopted in 
the Act 50 Geo. Ill, c. 112 (1810). 

As may be readily imagined, the documents so trans- 
mitted with the successive volumes of the Register are 
very voluminous. They are contained in about 11,000 
bundles and accumulate at the rate of about 1000 processes 
yearly. They are accessible by indices from 1810. Of 
the older processes only a comparatively small number 
(235 bundles) had been left out in the original arrange- 
ment, and have not yet been arranged or indexed. 

It may be added that before an extracted process is 
finally transmitted to the Record Office the parties to an 
action are allowed to borrow up any private documents, 
such as title deeds, which may have been produced to the 
Court in support of their case. After transmission no 
such documents can be borrowed or taken up without an 
order of the Court made on special application by the 
party. 

2. Unextracted Processes, 

Many processes are never extracted. The action 
may not proceed, may fall " asleep," may be com- 
promised, may never receive final judgment, or the 
parties may not find it necessary to extract judgment, 
a step which is the legal preliminary to its enforce- 
ment. These " unextracted processes " were for a 
long period left to form accumulations in the hands of 
the successive clerks of Court. By the Act 1 & 2 Geo. 
rV., c. 38 (1821), the Court of Session was empowered 
to make final arrangements for their disposal. With the 
sanction of the Court and the Treasury the Lord Clerk- 
Register had undertaken in 1863 and completed an 
ari*angement of the then existing accumulations, and an 
Act of Sederunt, dated 22nd January, 1876, ordained 
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the whole processes thus arranged, as well as those there- 
after accumulating, to be transferred to the custody and 
remain under the control of the Lord Clerk-Register and 
his officers. 

They are transmissible yearly by the clerks of Court 
on the expiry of one year from the date of the last inter- 
locutor pronounced in each cause, or from the date of 
calling, if no interlocutor has been pronounced. They 
are again transmissible to the clerks of Court if the 
parties " waken" the cause, with a view either to further 
procedure or simply to borrow up any of the papers pro- 
duced. No such process or any part of it can be borrowed 
while it remains in the Record Office. 

The unextracted processes in the Register House amount 
at present, in round numbers, to about 10,500 bundles, and 
increase by about 1300 processes yearly. They are in- 
dexed as transmitted. 

3. Other Processes and Warrants, 

Outside of these arrangements a great mass of papers 
was found in the basement of the Register House, to which 
they had been removed from the offices of the old 
Extractors. On examination by a temporary staff 
employed for the purpose they were found to consist of 
both extracted and unextracted processes, were made the 
subject of a special arrangement in 889 bundles, and have 
been separately indexed. 

Summary Petitions presented to the Junior Lord 
Ordinary under the Act 20 & 21 Victoria, c. 56 (1857), 
and the custody of which was transferred to the Bill 
Chamber clerks by the Act 52 & 53 Victoria, c. 54 (1889). 
40 bundles. 

The Warrants of Sequestrations depending in the 
Court of Session from 1839 to 1879. 3865 processes, 
with index. A more recent transmission is in course of 
arrangement. Older processes of sequestration are to be 



88 
Class II. — continued.'] [Court of Session, 

found among the extracted and unextracted processes, 
ante. 

Proceedings in Sequestrations under the Bankruptcy 
Acts, placed by the Statute of 1856 under the supervision 
of the Accountant of Court, are with his reports trans- 
mitted annually to the Record Office for preservation 
along with the other public records. Since the passing of 
the Act books and papers relating to, on the average, 400 
sequestrations yearly have been transmitted. 

(4) Miscellaneous Records of the Court of Session. 

1. Register of Cautions in Lawburrows. 42 volumes, 

1603 to 1706, and one Minute Book, 1652-57 and 
1661-65, which also includes a Minute Book of 
Cautions on the Loosing of Arrestments. 
Letters of Lawburrows [from borgh= cautioner] were a 
form of obtaining security against injury apprehended to 
either the person or property of the applicant at the hands 
of another. They were issued, as often as not, without other 
proof than oath of the applicant, and were a frequent 
means of oppression, as, failing due caution or security be- 
ing found, the person complained of was imprisoned. 
They were the subject of regulation in the Scottish 
Parliament as early as 1429, and were finally abolished 
by the Act 45 & 46 Victoria, c. 42, which substituted a 
summary process before the sherifi* or a justice of peace. 

2. Register of Cautions on the Loosing of Arrestments. 

13 volumes, 1617-1706. [For Minute Book see 
Cautions in Lawburrows ante.] 
A Register of Cautions or security found on the recall 
of arrestments on money. 

3. Register of Acts of Caution and Consignation in 

Bills of Suspension. 146 volumes, 1573 to 1694 
and 1705, with four Minute Books, 1637-1659. 
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A Register of Cautions obtained or consignations of 
money made on obtaining suspensions of execution or 
legal diligence. There are considerable gaps in this 
Register. 

4. Edictal Citations. By the Act 6 Geo. IV., c. 120 

(1825), citations of persons absent from Scotland, 
formerly made at the market cross of Edinburgh 
and the pier and shore of Leith, were directed to 
be made by delivery of a copy to the Keeper of the 
Records of the Court. Brief abstracts of the 
citations so delivered are published periodically. 

5. Abstracts of Petitions for the appointment of 

Executors. Series from 1869 to date. 
These are published by the Keeper of the Record of 
Edictal Citations in terms of the Act 21 & 22 Victoria, c. 
56 (1858). 

6. Rolls of Court. Outer-house Rolls, 1681 to 1867 

(32 vols.). 
The Rolls of Court are now published daily during the 
sitting of the Court. 

7. Detached Papers. Six portfolios consisting of early 

petitions to the Lords of Session, with deliverances 
thereon, 1525 to 1539 ; judicial appointments of 
procurators in causes before the Court, 1569-1581; 
Acts of Sederunt and Orders of Court, 1607-1791 ; 
papers relative to demission of office by judges on 
decease of the King ; engagements by the judges 
to observe the Acts anent solicitations ; precedence 
of Lord Advocate and Justice Clerk; addresses to 
the King and Queen, 1701 and 1708; protests for 
appeal to Parliament ; orders regulating judges' 
robes ; admission of advocates, &c. 

8. Reports by the Principal Clerks of Court to the Lord 
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Clerk Register regarding the Office of the 
Extractors under section 19 of the Act 1 & 2 Geo. 
IV., c. 38 (1821). Eleven reports, 1821 to 1835. 

9. Reports on Judicial Factories by the Accountant of 
Court, 1850-1858, 1883-1884, and 1891 to date. 

10. Accounts of Intromissions by the Accountant of 

Court, 1854-1868. 

1 1 . Record of the Proceedings of the Judges of the Courts 

of Session, Justiciary, and Exchequer under the 
Act 14 Geo. II., c. 7, for licensing the importation 
of victual from Ireland and other parts beyond sea 
into Scotland in time of dearth and scarcity. 1 vol., 
14th April, 1741 to 11th March, 1773. Warrants 
of the record in 1 portfolio. 

12. Register kept in pursuance of the Act 20 Geo. 11., c. 

20, for relief of persons whose title deeds and 
writings were destroyed or carried off by the rebels 
in the rebellion of 1745-46. 2 vols. 

13. Register of English and Irish Judgments kept in 

terms of section 2 of "The Judgments Extension 
" Act, 1868." 4 vols., commencing 27th October, 
1868, and ending 26th June, 1896, with corres- 
ponding Minute Books and Warrants. 
This Register is kept by the Keeper of the Books of 
Council and Session (Register of Deeds, &c.), and the 
volumes are transmitted to the Record Office as completed. 

14. Accounts and other papers relative to the pecuniary 

affairs of the Lords of Council and Session. 2 

vols., and 1 portfolio of detached papers, 1553 to 

1772. 

The salaries of the judges were originally provided for 

by a contribution from the revenue of the prelates and 
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heads of religious houses conjSrmed by a bull of Pope 
Clement VII., but unwillingly given and grudgingly 
and only partially paid. This was added to after the 
Reformation by a grant from the "quot" or quota of 
testaments, a 20th part of the moveable estates of deceased 
persons claimed and received by bishops on confirmation. 
The "quot" was restored to bishops in 1609 and com- 
pensation provided to the judges out of the customs. 
Capital contributions were raised by Parliament in 1633, 
and again in 1661, for the further increase of their 
emoluments to about £200 a year, at which point they 
remained till after the Union. 

A volume of the " General Taxt Rolls " contains a roll 
of the contributions to the Lords of Session from the 
prelacies of the kingdom in 1663. See under "Taxations," 
ante, 

15. Royal Letters addressed to the Lords of Council and 

Session. 1532 to 1761. 1 portfolio. 

16. MS. Digest of the decisions of the Court of Session, 

in' chronological order, 1621 to 1629. Six pages 
at the beginning are wanting, and the last page, 
712, ends in the middle of an entry. 

17. Register or Books of Debts compiled under directions 

of an Order of the Protector and the Council of 
State, dated 15th April, 1656. 2 vols., com- 
mencing 18th June, 1656, and ending 14th April, 
1657. 
This Register contains the original lists of debts sub- 
scribed and sworn to by debtors in Scotland desirous of 
taking advantage of the Protector's order, which was 
designed to mitigate the operation of the laws of Scotland, 
described in the Order as "very rigorous against debtors," 
and "to moderate the rigour of comprisings and the 
" severity of the proceedings by creditors." See A.P. VI., 
part II.. pp. 759 and 762. 
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18. Messengers' Books. 

(1) Book of Charles Murray, Messenger, 1570-1573. 

(2) Book of George Stewart, Messenger, 1681-1685. 
Containing a record of executions of citation, &c., 
made by these messengers. 

(5) Books of the Lords of Council and Session 
(Eegister of Deeds and Protests). 

In this Eegister are recorded deeds containing 
an express clause of consent to registration for pre- 
servation and execution. The orginals are retained, 
and " extracts " or ofi&cial copies signed by the 
Keeper of the Register (who till 1815 was a clerk of 
court), are issued to the party or parties recording. 
Such extracts have the effect of an ordinary decree of 
court, on which, without further procedure, execution 
may at once proceed against the party failing to fulfil 
its terms. The same effect was extended in 1681 and in 
1696 to the registration of protests on foreign bills of 
exchange and on inland bills respectively. Further, in 
1698 " probative writs," i.e., writs duly attested but 
without any clause of consent to registration, were 
allowed to be registered for the purpose of preservation 
merely, a copy being lodged by the presenter and retained, 
and the original returned when recorded. 

It is evident, both from the state of the Register and 
Minute Books and from the provisions of the Act 1685, 
c. 47, that considerable looseness had long prevailed 
among the officials in booking the writsi in their proper 
order of presentment and in the preservation of originals. 
This Act accordingly directed that all deeds should be 
recorded within the year, and that no writ (not withdrawn 
within six months of presentment) should be given out 
after being recorded. The right of recording deeds was 
also withdrawn from inferior courts except in the case 
where execution was to pass within their respective juris- 
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dictions. By the Act 49 Geo. III., c. 42 (1809), the 
burgh, regality, and commissary courts were deprived of 
the right of recording writs for preservation or for 
preservation and execution and also protests, with certain 
exceptions in favour of the courts of royal burghs. 

The permission to withdraw writs presented for regis- 
tration occasioned great irregularities and inconveniences, 
and the return of probative writs to the parties was found 
" to be of evil consequence, affording facility for fraud 
" and for obstructing the course of justice," and the Act 
31 & 32 Victoria (1868) provided a remedy for these 
evils by enacting that no writ, after being presented for 
registration, should be taken out or given up to the 
parties ** for any purpose at any time " without the authority 
of the Court of Session, and then only on such conditions 
and limitations as may be expressed in such authority. 
The same provision was made in the case of probative 
writs. 

Important writs relating to land were very frequently, 
after registration for publication in the Register of 
Sasines, presented for registration in the Register of 
Deeds for preservation or preservation and execution. 
This double registration occasioned considerable expense, 
and it was provided by the Act 31 & 32 Vict., c. 64, 
that on presenting such deeds with a warrant for preser- 
vation or preservation and execution as well as publica- 
tion, in the Register of Sasines, the registration so made 
should be held equivalent to registration in the 
Books of Council and Session. The deeds so recorded 
are sent annually to the Keeper of the Register of Deeds, 
and finally transmitted by him to the Record Office along 
with the other warrants of that Register. 

The practice of presenting deeds in the Court of Session 
or the court of any judge-ordinary for the purpose of 
having them registered in the Court books, thus preserving 
authentic evidence of their terms and at the same time, 
by the consent of parties, obtaining for the deeds so 
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recorded, the force of an actual decree or judgment of the 
Court, seems to have originated in early times. It is 
referred to in an Act of Sederunt of 17th November, 
1599, as an established " custom," and in its completed 
form and effect would appear to have been the result of a 
gradual process of development, the various stages of 
which were suggested by considerations of convenience 
and expediency, and only at later periods subjected to 
regulation by statutory enactment. 

Obligations and contracts by and between private 
parties may be said to have taken, almost as often as not, 
the shape of a notarial instrument, which narrated the 
compearance of the parties concerned before a notary 
public, the viva voce terms of an agreement between 
them, or of an obligation undertaken by the one to the 
other, and the engagement by oath of one or both taken 
in presence of the notary and witnesses to fulfil their 
respective parts of the bargain. The instrument there- 
upon drawn up and attested by the notary thus preserved 
the terms of the transaction in authentic form. The 
same object was secured, probably better secured, by the 
public compearance of the parties before their judge- 
ordinary and the officers of his court, the agreement or 
obligation being entered in the Court books and thus 
becoming an "Act" of court, an extract of which, under 
the hands of the clerk, formed evidence of the trans- 
action and would be accepted as conclusive by the Court 
itself in the event of subsequent proceedings being taken 
for its enforcement. It was but a step further for the 
parties to appear in court by themselves or properly con- 
stituted procurators, produce a written contract or other 
obligation already entered into, give their oath to fulfil 
its terms, and secure its registration in the same manner. 
Instances of these different modes of procedure, especially 
in ecclesiastical courts, are quite common, and are recorded 
in extant notarial instruments, acts of Court, and instru- 
ments or decreets of " Transumpt," in which the proceed- 
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ings are narrated, the terms of the arrangement recited 
or the documents " transumed/' i.e., engrossed verbatim, 
and the production of the instrument or decreet itself 
declared equivalent to the original for the purpose of 
legal procedure. 

The consent of parties to such an act or instrument 
having the effect of a decree or judgment of the Court 
would naturally suggest itself in an age when law suits 
were even more than now hazardous and uncertain, alike 
in their course and results. The same necessity suggested 
analogous proceedings of Fine and Recovery, or of 
Warrant of attorney to confess judgment, in the English 
Courts. 

Whatever the precise history of the proceeding there 
is at least no evidence of its having been the creation of 
any special statutory enactment. The first Act of the 
Scottish Parliament referring to the registration of deeds 
is that of 1584, c. 11, long after the practice had become 
common. This Act dispenses with the solemnity of 
sealing such writs as are agreed by the parties to be 
registered in the books of Council or other judge-ordinary, 
the act of registration being " a greater solemnity than 
** the sealing thereof," an expression which itself suggests 
as one of the objects to be attained by registration, the 
attachment of an additional guarantee of genuineness 
and authenticity to a writ publicly presented in Court 
and aJBSrmed by the parties. 

The registration of deeds for preservation or pre- 
servation and execution formerly competent in com- 
missary and other local or district courts is now confined 
practically to the Court of Session and Sherifi* Courts. . 

Many deeds are found recorded in the before-mentioned 
volumes of the " Acta Dominorum Concilii " from 1478 
to 1532. Those thereafter recorded in the Books of 
Council and Session appear in the earlier volumes of the 
Register of Acts and Decreets of the Court as part of its 
ordinary judicial proceedings, and indeed are often enough 
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found in these volumes long after it was found necessary 
to institute a separate Register for that purpose. The 
existing Register was commenced in 1554, and with its 
Minute Books, Indices, and Warrants forms a large and 
very important class of the muniments now preserved in 
the Register House. 

1. Register of Deeds (including Protests from 1681 and 

1696 to 1811). 

1st Series, from 1554 to 1657. 627 vols., with 
several portfolios of fragments. Many of the 
early volumes are injured and imperfect. 

As in the case of the Acts and Decreets each principal 
clerk kept his own register, but in this case the sub- 
series have been combined and numbered continuously. 

^nd Series, from 1661 to 1811, kept and 
retained in three parallel sub-series, viz : 

(1) Dalrymple's Office, 313 volumes. 

(2) Durie's Office, 350 volumes. 

(3) Mackenzie's Office, 296 volumes. 

Many of the volumes in the whole series, from 1554 to 
1811, are bound in two or more parts. 

3rd or current Series, commencing in 1812. 

The volumes of this series up to the close of 1903 
number 3335. Over 80 volumes are transmitted yearly. 

2. Register of Protests from 1811. 

By Acts passed in 1681 and 1696, as already stated, the 
privilege of registration for execution was attached to 
foreign and inland bills of exchange. Down to 1811 
these protests were recorded in the Register of Deeds 
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An Act of Sederunt, dated 10th July, 1811, ordained a 
separate Register to be kept for protests. This com- 
menced in January, 1812. The volumes number 284 to 
the close of 1903 and are being yearly added to. 

3. Minute BooTca of the Register of Deeds and Protests, 

These, like the corresponding Minute Books of Decreets, 
consist of brief entries of the registrations made from day 
to day, and, like them, are not always exhaustive. There 
are, besides, many breaks, especially in the earlier series. 
They are now, since 1892, continued in the form of 
presentment books, which, with the yearly alphabetical 
indices, commenced in 1770 and continued in unbroken 
series from that date, provide reliable and readier means 
of reference to the contents of the Registers. Minute 
Books are also kept for the Register of Protests. 

4. Warrants of the Register of Deeds and Protests. 

These consist of the originals of the recorded deeds, and, 
since 1868, of probative writs. As might be expected, 
where the volumes of the register have suffered so much 
from accident or decay, the loose and more fragile warrants 
could not escape even greater injuries. Many of the 
earlier series are in fact wanting and many others are 
much damaged. But from first to last a very large 
accumulation exists. The deeds are arranged in bundles 
or boxes according to the dates of registration. Of late, 
including those recorded for preservation in the Register 
of Sasines, nearly 8000 deeds are recorded yearly and 
transmitted to the Record Office for preservation. 

8. The Court of Exchequer. 

The origin and history of this Court have been briefly 
traced, and its records, so far as transmitted and classified, 

G 
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described in a previous part of this volume at pp. 28 et seq. 
Since its amalgamation with the Court of Session the 
proceedings and decrees pronounced in Exchequer causes 
form part of the ordinary records and warrants of that 
Court. 

4. High Court of Admiralty . 

The ancient heritable oflSce of High Admiral of Scot- 
land carried with it an extensive civil and criminal 
jurisdiction. The interference of the lately constituted 
Court of Session with the exclusive right of the Admiral 
to hear and decide maritime causes was the subject of a 
remit by Parliament in 1554 ; and although the decision 
is not recorded, it would appear that his right to decide 
all such causes, in the first instance at least, continued to 
be recognised, the Court of Session having a right of 
review. See the Act 1661,' c. 87, where it is provided 
that decisions given in the Admiral as well as other 
courts during the usurpation might be brought in 
question before the Court of Session " in the same form 
" and manner as was formerly established by the law and 
" practick of this kingdom." 

The jurisdiction included the determination of all 
actions relating to maritime contracts, salvage, demur- 
rage, &c., and in criminal matters, cases of piracy and 
mutiny, and other crimes committed on the high seas or 
within the limits of the Admiral's office. By common 
law a considerable jurisdiction in mercantile causes, not 
properly maritime, was also, much to the hardship of 
suitors, allowed to the Admiralty Court. 

The Act 1681, c. 82, ratified an Act, passed in 1609, 
conferring on the Court of Admiralty the power of 
summary execution upon all its decreets, and declared 
that the High Admiral, as His Majesty's Justice-General 
upon the Seas, had the sole privilege and jurisdiction in 
all maritime and seafaring causes, civil and criminal, and 
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that the High Court of Admiralty was a supreme court 
to whose review all inferior courts were subject. The 
Court of Session was limited to review by suspension or 
reduction. Among the rights exercised by the Court 
were the issue of Letters of Marque and Safe Conducts 
or passes to go abroad. 

The Admiral had the right of nominating deputes as 
judges of the High Court. 

Clause 19 of the Treaty of Union provided for the 
continuance of the Court of Admiralty in Scotland, with 
the same powers and subject to the like review of its 
judgments, until the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
should make such regulations and alterations as should be. 
judged expedient for the whole kingdom. The Court ac- 
cordingly continued to exercise its functions down to 1830, 
when, by the Act 1 William IV., c. 69, it was abolished, 
and the original jurisdiction in all maritime civil causes 
and proceedings conferred on the Court of Session, actions 
not exceeding a certain value being brought in the first 
instance before the Sheriff Court. An act passed in 1828 
(9 Geo. IV., c. 29) had already declared the cumulative 
jurisdiction of the High of Court Justiciary to extend to all 
crimes and ofiences competent to the Court of Admiralty; 
and the Act of 1830 conferred a similar jurisdiction both 
in civil and criminal causes on the Sherifi* Courts within 
their respective districts. As directed by the 26th section 
of the Act of 1830, the Eecords and Warrants of the 
Court of Admiralty, other than those relating to suits 
actually depending, were transmitted for preservation to 
the Lord Clerk-Register. 

A volume entitled " Acta Curia© Admirallatus Scotae " 
is the only extant early record deposited in the Record 
Office. It contains the Acts of the Court sitting at 
Edinburgh and Leith under the presidency of the Vice- 
Admirals from 6th September, 1557, to 11th March, 156^, 
the office of High Admiral being then held by the 
Earl of Bothwell. 
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The following are the Records and Warrants transmitted 
in 1832 as directed by the Act of 1830 :— 

(1) Records. 

Diet Books. 36 vols. 1 654 to 1 830. 

Roll Books. 10 vols. 1790 to 1830. 

Receipt Books. 21 vols. 1721 to 1827. 

Responde Books. 10 vols. 1706 to 1830. 

Precept Books. 3 vols. 1702 to 1754. 

Register of Decreets. 106 vols. 1627 to 1830. 

With index. 
Register of Commissions, Bonds, &c. 4 vols. 1718 

to 1830. 
List of Bonds of Caution and Receipts on delivery of 

Bonds. 1 vol. 1827 to 1830. 
Memorandum Book. 1 vol. 1787 to 1825. 
Record of Summary Cases. 1 vol. 1827 to 1830. 
Consignation Book. 1 vol. 1773 to 1830. 
Processes lent on Inventories. 1 vol. 
List of Procurators paying licenses. 1 vol. 1820 

to 1828. 
Criminal Records. 8 vols. 1705 to 1828. 
MS. Collection of Decisions, with Index. 7 vols. 
Inventories of Records and Warrants transmitted to 

the Lord Clerk Register in 1832, with relative 

affidavits. 1 portfolio, 

(2) Warrants. 

Decreets pronounced in absence. 82 bundles. 1702 

to 1830. With index. 
Decreets pronounced in faro. 220 bundles. 1703 

to 1830. 
Summary Warrants. 47 bundles. 1703 to 1830. 
Bonds of Caution. 43 bundles. 1702 to 1830. 
Warrants of Admission of Procurators, 1 bundle. 

1829-30. 
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Clerks' copies of Inventories of Process. 2 bundles. 

1827-1830. 
Clerks' copies of Inventories of Process depending in 

1830. 1 bundle. 
Incomplete Processes. 2 bundles. 1720 to 1749, 

and 1813 to 1821. 
Accounts of Expenses. 1 bundle. 1820 to 1828. 
Criminal Letters. 1 bundle. 1 78 1-1 792. 
Criminal Proceedings. 1 bundle. 1813-1828. 
Commissions to Depute-Admirals and relative papers. 

1 bundle. 1693-1717. 
Decreets forming part of the Record. 4 bundles. 

1717-1784. 
Portfolio of Miscellaneous Decreets. 1751-1759. 



5. Jury Court. 

The trial of civil causes by jury was introduced into 
Scotland by the Act 55 Geo. III., c. 42, supplemented 
and amended by 59 Geo. III., c. 35, and 6 Geo. IV., 
c. 120. Under these Acts, in causes appropriat-e to that 
form of settlement, the Court of Session or Court of 
Admiralty might adjust issues and remit the action for 
trial to a chief judge and two other judges to be appointed 
under the first-mentioned Act and to be called " The Lords 
** Commissioners of the Jury Court in Civil Causes." 
Jury trials continued to be conducted under these statutes 
till 1830, when, by the Act 1 Will. IV., c. 69, the 
jurisdiction for trial by jury in civil causes was 
united with the ordinary administration of justice in the 
Court of Session. The records and papers relating to this 
department of judicial business continued, however, to be 
kept distinct and in charge of special officers or clerks of 
Court until 1850, when the duties discharged by these 
officers were assigned to the ordinary clerks of Court by 
the Act 13 & 14 Vic, c. 36. From that date the pro- 
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ceedings in jury trials form part of the ordinary records 
of the Court of Session. The following records and war- 
rants of the Jury Court from 1815 to 1850 were trans- 
mitted to the Lord Clerk-Eegister. 

(1) Records. 

Sederunt Books. 2 vols. 1815 to 1850. 
Minute Books. 7 vols. 1816 to 1852. 
Jury Clerks' Process Books. 1 vols. 1 8 1 9 to 1 850. 
Issue Clerks' Books. 7 vols. 1820 to 1850. 
Circuit Court Process Books. 7 vols. 1815 to 

1850. 
Motion Rolls. 3 vols. 1823 to 1830. 
Hand Rolls. 2 vols. 1825-26. 
Transmission Books. 4 vols. 1820 to 1850. 
Miscellaneous Records (rolls of causes, reports, 

and Acts of Sederunt). 8 vols. 
Index to Processes, 1820-1831, with Lists of Pro- 
. cesses transmitted by Jury Clerk in 1857. 

(2) Warrants. 

Extracted Processes. 1820 to 1831. Nos. 1 to 190. 

Unextracted Processes. 98 bundles. 

Inventories of processes, bonds of caution, sealed 
packets, and miscellaneous papers. 4 bundles. 
With original plans produced in processes, con- 
form to list. 



6. Court of Teinds. 

The necessity of making provision for the sustenance 
of the reformed ministers from the revenues enjoyed by 
the prelates and clergy of the old church resulted in 
various ordinances of the Privy Council, by which the pro- 
portion first of one-fourth and afterwards a third of the 
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rents of benefices was assigned to the Queen over and 
above " her awin rent " for the support of the royal house- 
hold and other expenses and " sae mekyl thereof to the 
** ministeris and sustentatioun of the ministerie as may 
"ressonablie sustane the samyn," the remainder being 
left with the **auld possessouris." This very modest pro- 
vision, by which, as Knox caustically described it, two- 
thirds were given to the devil and the remaining third 
divided between God and the devil, proved not only 
insufficient in amount but altogether uncertain in pay- 
ment. Various attempts were made to render it at once 
more adequate and more secure, and resulted, in 1617, in 
a Parliamentary Commission, which empowered the 
members to allocate to the minister of every parish a 
stipend out of the teinds (instead of from the thirds), which, 
with his manse and glebe, should be a minimum pro- 
vision. The commission was renewed in 1621. 

More thorough measures were taken by Charles I., in 
the interest as well of the revenue as of a due pro- 
vision for the parish ministers, by his sweeping Act 
of Eevocation in 1625 of, among others, all alienations of 
the Church lands and benefices granted by his pre- 
decessors. It is unnecessary here to describe in detail 
the various proceedings which followed his revocation. 
One of its avowed objects was to secure a final and 
adequate provision for the parish ministers, and to carry 
this out efiectually an Act of Parliament was passed in 
1633 appointing commissioners, thereafter known as the 
" Commissioners for the Plantation of Kirks and Valuation 
" of Teinds." This commission consisted of eight of the 
officers of State and nine of each of the three estates of 
Parliament. It was renewed, with the same powers, in 
1641 and at various dates in subsequent reigns till 1707, 
when by the Act 21st February of that year, c. 10, the 
jurisdiction and powers of the commissioners were trans- 
ferred to the lords of Council and Session as a permanent 
commission. 
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The earlier records and papers relating to teinds and 
benefices will, so far as deposited in the Eecord OflGlce, be 
found described under the head of Ecclesiastical Records 
in Class IV. The Eecords of the Commission of 
Teinds, or Teind Court proper, remain with the Clerk of 
Court, and will be found in the Appendix, abridged by 
permission of the author from Mr. Elliot's work on Teind 
Court Procedure. 



7. Court of the Lord Lyon King of Arms. 

The Lord Lyon is the head of the Scottish Court of 
Arms. Like other heralds, his original function was to 
be the accredited bearer of the King's letters or messages 
to foreign sovereigns, to make publication of royal pro- 
clamations, and to execute charges of treason against 
subjects. In the discharge of these duties his person 
was by international law sacred, and violent interference 
with their execution by subjects was an act of treason . 
subjecting the transgressor to capital punishment. He 
had also a recognised place at the " riding " and fencing 
of parliament and at coronations, and other public and 
court ceremonies. He had charge of the marshalling of 
the funerals of noblemen and gentlemen, and on such 
occasions recorded their genealogies by entering in his 
books " certificates of their matches and issues." He was 
assisted in the performance of his duties by his brethren 
the heralds and pursuivants, and in the execution of sum- 
monses and other King's writs by messengers-at-arms. 
The Act of 29th July, 1587, c. 30, limited the number of 
these oJKcers to 200 in all, including the Lyon himself, the 
other heralds and pursuivants and four macers numbering 
1 7 persons. 

By this Act of 1587 the appointment and removal of 
messengers-at-arms was vested, as it still remains, in the 
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Lyon, and directions are given for his holding Courts 
twice yearly to hear and determine all complaints against 
them, the Acts of this Court to be recorded and receive 
effect in the same way as those of other judges-ordinary. 
The Act of 5th June, 1592, c. 29, imposed on the Lyon 
and his brother heralds the further duty of visiting or 
inspecting the arms used by noblemen and gentlemen, of 
differencing, matriculating, and recording them, and of 
inhibiting the use of arms by the "common sort of people 
" not worthy to bear signs armorial." The Act of 3rd 
September, 1662, c. 53, ratified these and other privileges 
and duties, and exempted the Lyon and his successors from 
all taxations, stents, and other impositions, real or 
personal. They were further confirmed by the Act of 
10th September, 1672, c. 47, which narrates the Act of 
1592 and the irregularities which had taken place in 
its observance, makes provision for correcting these, gives 
powers to confer arms on " virtuous and well-deserving 
" persons," declares the Lyon register to be the true rule 
of all arms and bearings in Scotland, and repeats the 
penalty imposed by the older Act on the bearers of 
unauthorised arms, viz., £100 payable to the Lyon and 
the escheat to the King of all goods and gear on which 
such arms may be engraved. Incidentally, it may be 
mentioned that this Act provides that it is only allowed 
to noblemen and bishops to subscribe by their titles, all 
others subscribing by their christian and surnames, adding, 
if they please, the designation of their lands with the 
word " of" prefixed. 

Finally, the Act 30 & 31 Victoria, c. 17 (1867), 
organised the Lyon Court on its present footing, reducing 
the number of heralds and pursuivants from six to three 
of each rank, regulating the duties of Lyon clerk, herald 
painter, and procurator-fiscal, fixing the fees for 
matriculations and other Acts of Court, admission of 
messengers, extracts, &c., but otherwise securing the 
possession by the Lyon and members of his Court of all 
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the "rights, duties, powers, privileges, and dignities" 
theretofore belonging to them. 

A description of the Records of the Lyon Court, which 
remain in the custody of its own oflGlcials, will be found 
in the Appendix, kindly supplied by F. J. Grant, Esq., the 
Lyon Clerk. 

The Only volume preserved in the Record OflGlce is one 
entitled — 

" Liber Curiarum et Processus honorabilis viri 

" Dni. Roberti Forman de Luthre, Leonis Regis 

" Armorum, fact, apud Edinburgh, 13 Januarii, 

" anno 1557." 

It consists of a few leaves recording various royal 

ordinances, and lists of heralds, pursuivants, macers, and 

messengers, irregularly entered and of various dates, 

from 1557 to 1563. 



8. Commissary Courts. 



Previous to the Reformation an extensive civil juris- 
diction was claimed and exercised by the Church, through 
its bishops' or consistorial Courts. Every pretext was taken 
to widen the area of this jurisdiction, which was ultimately 
recognised as including in its proper sphere, and privative 
of all other courts, the confirmation of testaments, the 
administration of intestate moveable estates, actions 
relating to marriage, divorce, and legitimacy, and actions 
for slander. These courts appear also to have claimed 
the exclusive jurisdiction in all questions arising on 
contracts or obligations registered in their own books, or 
to the observance of which the parties had bound them- 
selves by oath, in claims referred to the oath of party 
though originally made only Jide media, in actions for 
aliment arising out of matrimonial causes, and in all 
questions, however arising, which the parties voluntarily 
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submitted to their decision. Their judgments were 
subject to the review of the Court of Eome only. 

The bishops committed the actual discharge of their 
judicial functions in this wide field to competent 
ecclesiastics, generally notaries and bachelors in decreets 
or " masters in both laws " (canon and civil), who were 
technically called " OflGlcials " or commissaries, though 
the confirmation of testaments appears in some cases 
to have been committed to the rural deans. The districts 
(" commissariots ") in which the courts exercised their 
powers coincided with the limits of the bishoprics. The 
see of St. Andrews was subdivided, the Lothians and 
Berwickshire constituting a separate commissariot or 
officialate assigned to a special commissary called the 
oflSicial of St. Andrews ** infra Lavdoniam,'' and the 
remainder of the diocese being administered by the 
oflSicial principal. 

A few volumes of the Registers of the two oflSicialates of 
St. Andrews preserved in the Register House are included 
in the ecclesiastical section of this volume. Others will 
be found in the lists of records transmitted under the Act 
of 1823. 

In 1560 the jurisdiction of the bishops and the Court 
of Rome was swept away. Some confasion and consider- 
able inconvenience to the parties in depending suits was 
the immediate result, and in 1563-4 new commissaries 
were appointed by Queen Mary in the several dioceses. 
At the same time the Commissariot of Edinburgh was 
created, with a special local jurisdiction in the Lothians, 
Peebles, and part of Stirlingshire, and a right of review 
of the decisions of inferior commissaries throughout 
Scotland. Other commissariots were afterwards erected 
in various districts which had never been episcopal sees. 
From the elaborate instructions issued in 1564 by the 
Queen and Council to the commissaries of Edinburgh, it 
would appear that the jurisdiction hitherto exercised by 
the consistorial Courts was left, to a large extent, intact. 
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They continued to be the proper forum for the confirma- 
tion and administration of moveable estates, and for 
matrimonial causes, and actions for slander. The juris- 
diction outside of this sphere was cumulative, not privative, 
and in actions relating to pecuniary claims was limited 
to certain amounts. Appeal was competent to the Court 
of Session by advocation or reduction. 

In 1566 commission was granted by Queen Mary to 
the Court of Session to present commissaries to the 
Crown for appointment. This was ratified by King 
James in 1581 and extended powers given to the Court 
with reference to the superintendence and, if need be, 
removal of commissaries. After the institution of 
episcopacy, the nomination of commissaries was again, by 
the Act of 1609, c. 8, conferred on the bishops, to 
whom, after their suspension during the Civil War and 
Commonwealth, it was, in 1662, restored. At the 
Revolution it was resumed by the Crown. 

The Act of 1609 allowed appeal from inferior com- 
missaries to the commissaries of Edinburgh, and ulti- 
mately, in all cases, to the Court of Session as the King's 
" great consistory." Latterly it was the practice to 
appeal direct from all Commissary Courts to the Court of 
Session. 

Finally, by a series of enactments commencing in 1809, 
various changes were made in the constitution and 
jurisdiction of Commissary Courts, ending with the Sherifi" 
Court Act of 1876, by which they were abolished, and 
their whole remaining powers and jurisdiction transferred 
to the Sherifi" Courts. The oflSice of Commissary Clerk of 
Edinburgh was retained, the SheriS* Court of that county 
remaining the proper forum for the confirmation of 
testaments of persons dying furth of Scotland. 

The jurisdiction in actions relating to marriage, 
separation, divorce, and legitimacy had been transferred, 
in 1830, to the Court of Session, and in cases of aliment 
to the SheriS* Court. 
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By provisions contained in the Acts 4 Geo. IV., c. 97 
(1823), and 1 WHl. IV., c. 69 (1830), the processes, 
records, and warrants of the Commissary Courts, except 
those relating to processes actually depending, were 
directed to be transmitted to the Register House. The 
registers and warrants of deeds, except in the case of 
Edinburgh, were transmissible to the sheriff clerks. 

Indices to the records of Testaments in the various 
commissariots were prepared (chiefly by the Rev. Hugh 
Scott) under the direction of the Deputy Clerk-Register. 
These embrace the latest date transmitted, except in the 
case of Edinburgh, which must be searched affcer 1800 
by the Minute Book. 

Indices prepared and printed by the Scottish Record 
Society are also available. They are carried down only 
to 1800. 

In terms of section 45 of the Sheriff Court Act, 1876, 
a printed calendar of all Confirmations granted and 
Inventories lodged (where confirmation may not be re- 
quired) is issued yearly on or before 31st December by the 
Commissary Clerk of Edinburgh. This calendar embraces 
all the sheriffdoms. 

The following are the records and warrants of the 
Commissariots transmitted to the Register House for 
preservation : — 

(1) COMMISSARIOT OF EDINBURGH. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1567 to 1829. 154 vols. 

Gaps: 12th August, 1607, to 1st June, 1608; 

10th January, 1629, to 30th November, 1630; 

and 28th May, 1659, to 14th May, 1661. 

Portions of an early record of Testaments, from 1514 

to 1516 and from 1521 to 1532, are included in Mr. 

Hugh Scott's index. These portions were subsequently 
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lost sight of and were not transmitted. Two volumes 
of the Register were kept at Haddington, 1652 to 1657. 

2. Minute Books of Testaments, 1564 to 1829. 5 vols. 

3. Record of Acts of Caution, 1594 to 1627 and 1675 

to 1834. 34 vols. The period from 1627 to 1675 
is blank, and there is a gap from 3rd November, 
1792, to 18th January, 1797. 

4. Record of Inventories lodged in terms of the Acts 44 

Geo. III., c. 98.; 48 Geo. III., c. 149; and 55 
Geo. III., c. 184, in two series, (1) from 1804 to 
1855, 7 vols., and (2) from 1808 to 1830, 41 vols. 

5. Record of Decreets, 1564 to 1790. 136 vols. 

Gaps: 9th February, 157f, to 19th May, 
1580; 30th March, 1650, to 1st June, 1654; 27th 
July, 1655, to 1st July, 1656 ; 31st December, 
1657, to 25th May, 1661 ; 23rd July, 1664, to 1st 
January, 1668; 16th August, 1672, to 6th' 
October, 1675; and the years 1718, 1719, and 
1720. No record transmitted, 1790-1811. 

6. Record of Decreets, principally decernitures on 

Edicts, 1811 to 1831. 4 vols. 

7. Record of Consistorial Decreets, 1684 to 1832. 42 

vols. 

8. Minute Books of Decreets and Sentences, 1597 to 

1790. 12 vols. 

Gap: February, 1620, to 2nd June, 1663. 

9. Diet or Court Books, 1569 to 1788. 92 vols. 

There are many gaps in this series, and several 
volumes are defective or decayed. 

10. Record of Deeds, 1564 to 1809. 63 vols. 

Gaps: 24th March, 159^, to 26th October, 
1597; 12th August, 1637, to 18th July, 1654; 
and 2nd April, 1662, to 1st January, 1679. 

11. Minute Books of Deeds, 1564 to 1809. 5 vols. 

12. Responde Books and Advising Books, 1686 to 1850, 

including accounts of the fees, compositions on 
testaments, sentence money, &c. 25 vols. 
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13. Receipt Books for Processes, 1687 to 1830. 9 vols. 
14 Record of Commissions, 1735 to 1813. 1 vol. 

2. Wa/rrants. 

1. Edicts of Executry, 1670 to 1831. 67 bundles. 

2. Bonds of Caution, 1684 to 1831. 10 bundles. 

3. Processes, 1590 to 1835. 272 bundles. 

4. Consistorial Processes, 1650 to 1832. 136 bundles. 

5. Petitions, &c., 1789 to 1816. 2 bundles. 

6. Record copies of Decreets, 1741 to 1818. 1 bundle. 

7. Rolls of Processes, 1783 to 1834. -4 bundles. 

8. Warrants of the Record of Deeds, 1624 to 1809. 

142 bundles. 

3. Indices and Inventories, 

List of Edicts in 1 vol. ; of Acts of Caution 1 vol. ; of 
Inventories 1 vol. ; Catalogue of Processes 1 vol. ; 
Index and Inventory of Consistorial Processes 2 
vols. ; an Inventory of Commissary Court papers, 
1681 to 1701, in 1 vol.; and of Sheriff Court 
papers, 1681 to 1703, also in 1 vol. 

(2) COMMISSARIOT OF ABERDEEN. 

The earlier records of this commissariot were destroyed 
by fire on 30th October, 1721. Provision was made by 
the Act 8 Geo. I., c. 28, for the protection of parties 
whose rights might be injuriously affected by the conse- 
quent loss of evidents. 

1. Records. 

1. Minute Book of Confirmations, 1715 to 1823. 1 vol. 

2. Minute Books of Decreets, 1748 to 1823. 2 vols. 

3. Diet Books, 1721 to 1823. 19 vols. 
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4. Minute Book of Oaths taken by procurators, 1747-48. 

1 vol. 

5. Minute Book of Mandates to sue or defend, 1785 to 

1824. 1 vol. 

6. Receipt Books, 1732 to 1825. 3 vols. 

2. Warrants, 

1. Confirmations and Inventories, 1715 to 1823. 67 

bundles. 

2. Edicts, 1721 to 1823. 12 bundles, with list. 

3. Processes, Warrants of Decreets, &c., 1721 to 1823. 

161 bundles. 

4. Sleeping Processes and other papers, 1719 to 1823. 

23 bundles. 

5. Inventories of Minors' Estates, 1722 to 1823. 6 

bundles, with list. 

6. Admissions of Procurators, 1722 onward. 1 bundle. 

7. Petitions, 1721 to 1823. 50 bundles. 

8. Caveats. 1 bundle. 

9. Detailed Inventory of the Deeds, Probative Writs, 

and Protests delivered up to the Sheriff Clerk in 
1809. 
10. General Inventory prepared by the Commissary 
Clerk on transmission to the Register House. 

(3) COMMISSARIOT OF ARGYLL. 

1. Record of Confirmations or Testaments, 1674 to 

1819. 14 vols., vols. 4, 7, and 10 being fragmen- 
tary. 

Gaps: 5th April, 1678, to 5th August, 1684, 
and 7th May, 1695, to 28th July, 1705. 

2. Record of Inventories, 1693 to 1815. 11 vols. 

3. Volume containing the Commissary Clerk's Inven- 

tory of the records transmitted. 
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(4) COMMISSARIOT OF BrECHIN. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1576 to 1823. 16 vols. 

Gaps: 1st June, 1584, to 25th August, 1593; 
17tli March, 1602, to 15th August, 1609; 10th 
November, 1614, to 4th January, 1621 ; 22nd 
February, 1642, to 7th May, 1656 ; 9th December, 
1665, to 8th January, 1677 ; 10th December, 
1742, to 12th April, 1750; 6th May, 1771, to 
20th July, 1772; and 8th February, 1777, to 8th 
October, 1801. 

2. Record of Inventories, 1806 to 1823. 7 vols, (each 

containing an index). 

3. Minute or Act Books, 1579 to 1823. 21 vols. 

Gaps : 30th June, 1582, to 5th July, 1602 ; 
24th August, 1605, to 9th January, 1611; 24th 
March, 1614, to 25th August, 1621 ; 21st January, 
1643, to 1st May, 1656; and 31st August, 1659, 
to 11th December, 1667. 

2. Warrants, 

1. Confirmed Testaments, 1596 to 1823. 19 bundles. 

These supply some deficiencies in the Record of 
Testaments. 

2. Edicts, 1661 to 1823. 5 bundles, with index. 

3. Bonds of Caution, 1669-1823. 1 bundle, with index. 

4. Deeds, 1636 to 1810. 1 bundle, with index. 

5. Protested Bills, 1724 to 1768. 1 bundle, with list. 

6. Petitions, 1773 to 1823. 3 bundles. 

7. Processes and miscellaneous papers, 1658 to 1823. 

12 bundles. 

8. Volume containing the Commissary Clerk's Inventory 

of the records and papers transmitted. 
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(5) CononssARioT OF Caithness. 
1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments and Deeds, 1661 to 1679 and 

1790 to 1824. 4 vols. 

2. Act Book, 1801 to 1823. 1 vol. 

2. Wwrrcmts. 

1. Testaments, 1803 to 1827. 1 bundle. 

2. Edicts, 1800 to 1833; Bonds of Caution, 1822 to 

1833 ; Inventories, 1812 to 1819. 2 bundles. 

3. Processes, 1819 to 1831 ; Summonses, 1807 to 1822 ; 

Petitions, 1821 to 1823 ; and miscellaneous 
papers. 2 bundles. 

4. Volume containing Inventory of the books and docu- 

ments transmitted by the Commissary Clerk. 

(6) COMMISSARIOT OF DUMFRIES. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1624 to 1631, 1637 to 1643 

(with some entries in 1662), 1656 to 1659, 1661 to 
1662, 1673 to 1693, 1716 to 1802, and 1808 to 
1827. 21 vols. 

2. Minute Book of confirmed Testaments, 1694 to 1774. 

1vol. 
This book contains a list of testaments from 1694 to 
1715, a period not covered by the above record. 

3. Record of Inventories and Deeds, 1808 to 1829. 4 

vols. Each volume contains a table of contents. 
4 Record of Deeds, 1675 to 1677 and 1678 to 1682. 2 
vols. 

5. Record of Probative Writs, 1728 to 1782. 1 vol. 
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6. Minute Book of Deeds, Protests, &c., 1650 to 1728. 

2 vols. 

7. Act Books, 1656 to 1659, 1664 to 1670, 1677 to 

1684, 1688 to 1693, and 1708 to 1828. 26 vols. 

8. Acts of Oautionry, 1673 to 1781. 7 vols. 

9. Minute Book of Decreets, 1663 to 1664 and 1716 to 

1747. 2 vols. 
10. Receipt Book, 1721 to 1757. 1 vol. 

2. Warrants. 

1. Testaments, 1694 to 1823. 2 bundles. 

2. Testamentary Deeds, 1810 to 1829. 1 bundle. 

3. Edicts, 1704 to 1828. 18 bundles. 

4. Bonds of Caution, 1728 to 1830. 2 bundles. 

5. Original deeds marked recorded, 1680 to 1733, and 

not marked recorded, 1658 to 1786. 2 bundles. 

6. Protests, 1707 to 1804. 1 bundle. 

7. Extract Registered Deeds, 1691 to 1797. 1 bundle. 

8. Processes, 1675 to 1823. 71 bundles. 

9. Petitions, 1714 to 1829. 6 bundles. 

10. Dispensations granted to the Commissary, 1665 to 

1720. 1 bundle. 

11. Inventories and Appraisements, 1741 to 1830, and 

miscellaneous papers. 6 bundles. 

12. Volume containing Inventories of the records and 

documents transmitted by the Commissary Clerk. 

(7) COMMISSARIOT OF DuNBLANE. 

During the Commonwealth the Commissary Court 
of this district was held at Perth. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1539 to 1825. 34 vols. 

Gaps: 1547 to 1553, 1558 to 1598, 1612 
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to 1615, 1624 to 1629, 1633 to 1635, 1637 to 
1652, and June, 1659, to October, 1661, and ISth 
April, 1689, to 5tli July, 1694. 

2. Act or Minute Books, 1550 to 1823. 32 vols. 

Gaps: 1554 to 1663 and April, 1689 to 
December, 1694. 

3. Record of Decreets, 1625 to 1738. 12 vols. 

Gaps: November, 1629, to May, 1656; 
January, 1659, to November, 1662; February, 
1689, to June, 1697 ; and January, 1698, to June, 
1726. 

4. Receipt Book, 1819 to 1824. 1 vol. 

2. Warrants, 

1. Testaments, 1682 to 1812. 1 bundle. 

2. Edicts, 1740 to 1818. 3 bundle*. 

3. Bonds of Caution, 1734 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

4. Inventories and Oaths, 1806 to 1818; Inventories 

and Appraisements, 1736 to 1812; and Tutorial 
and Curatorial Inventories, 1732 to 1761. 1 
bundle. 

5. Deeds recorded for preservation, 1750 to 1786. 1 

bundle. 

6. Extract registered deeds of settlement, 1792 to 1818. 

1 bundle. 

7. Protested Bills, 1722 to 1786. 1 bundle. 

8. Processes, 1692 to 1823, 51 bundles; and miscel- 

laneous papers, 1800 to 1823, 1 bundle. 

9. Inventory of Records and Warrants made out in 

1729. 1 vol. 
10. Volume containing Inventories of the records and 
Lists of the documents transmitted by the 
Commissary Clerk. 
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(8) COMMISSARIOT OF DUNKELD. 

1. Records, 

1. Eecord of Testaments, 1687 to 1696, 1712 to 1776, 

and 1804 to 1823. 8 vols. 

2. Eecord of Inventories, &c., 1805 to 1823. 5 vols. 

Index by the Commissary Clerk. 

3. Minute Books relating to judicial proceedings, 1690 

to 1697, 1700 to 1710, 1713 to 1744, and 1788 to 
1823. 12 vols. 

4. Minute Books of Executions called, 1792 to 1801, and 

1804 to 1823. 2 vols. 

5. Minute Book of Decreets, 1800, and 1804 to 1823. 

2 vols. 

6. Eeceipt Books, 1776 to 1823. 2 vols. 

7. Book of Mandates, 1785 to 1786 and 1805 to 1812. 

1vol. 

2. Warrants, 

1. Confirmed Testaments, 1682 to 1823. 13 bundles. 

2. Extracted Processes, 1680 to 1823. 39 bundles. 

3. Unextracted Processes, 1712 to 1823. 21 bundles. 

4. Actions not concluded, 1804 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

5. Petitions to take Oaths on Inventories and Wills, 

1810 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

6. Executions in fore and in absence, 1687 to 1823. 3 

bundles. 

7. Mandates, dispensations, &c., 1684 to 1823. 1 

bundle. 

8. Edicts, 1688 to 1823. 2 bundles. 

9. Edicts of Curatory, Tutorial, and Curatorial Inven- 

tories, Ac., 1684 to 1791 (many years unrepre- 
sented). 1 bundle. 
10. Inventories and Oaths and receipts therefor, 1805 to 
1823. 1 bundle. 
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11. Index to Testaments, &c., 1712 to 1782. 

12. Three volumes containing detailed Inventories and 

Lists of the records and warrants transmitted by the 

Commissary Clerk. 
Note. — On 24th November, 1631, the Privy Council, 
at the instance of John Nairne, commissary clerk of 
Dunkeld, ordained the Earl of AthoU to deliver to him 
64 registers of the commissariot, with the warrants and 
processes thereof, which the Earl, by permission of the 
Council, had taken possession of from James Crichton, 
son of Thomas Crichton of Polcake, the last clerk. 

(9) Commissariot of Glasgow. 
1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1547 to 1823. 81 vols. 

Gaps: 30th November, 1555, to 1563; 1565 
to May, 1602; 1693 to February, 1694; 16th 
January, 1701, to 28th August, 1706; and 24th 
November, 1708, to 25th February, 1717. There 
is a volume of undated testaments between 1563 
and 1565. 

2. Record of Decreets, 1615 to 1742. 41 vols. The 

three last volumes contain Act Books of edicts 
and decemitures, 1717 to 1742. 

Gaps: August, 1626, to October, 1636; July, 
1655, to May, 1657; March, 1680, to January, 
1692; August, 1696, to August, 1706. 

3. Act Books, 1590 to 1823. 108 vols. 

Gaps : May, 1591, to July, 1609 ; January, 
1613, to January, 1615; and June, 1702, to 
November, 1703. 

4. Summary Act Books, 1816 to 1825. 2 vols. 

5. Mandate Book, 1785 to 1817. 1 vol. 

6. Warrant Book, 1788 to 1802. 1 vol. 

7. Receipt Book, 1778 to 1801. 1 vol. 
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8. Minute Book of Causes C3alled, 1783 to 1789 and 

1807 to 1823. 3 vols. 

9. Minute Book of Decreets, 1666 to 1688. 2 vols. 

10. Minute Book of Decreets extracted, 1780 to 1793. 

2 vols. 

11. Minute Book of Acts of Cautionry, 1668 to 1679. 

1 vol. 

12. Responde Books, 1743 to 1817. 6 vols. 

2. Wai'rants. 

1. Testaments, 1736 to 1800 (one in 1693), 1 bundle ; 

1804 to 1823, 15 bundles; with 1 bundle, 1616 
to 1619, found in arranging the processes. 

2. Edicts, 1679, and 1743 to 1823. 7 bundles. 

3. Inventories, 1741 to 1823. 5 bundles. 

4. Petitions, 1716 to 1825. 4 bundles. 

5. Processes, 1687 to 1823. 100 bundles. 

6. Original Deeds, 1639 to 1687 and 1700 to 1793, 

found in arranging the processes. 2 bundles. 

7. Original Protests, 1704 to 1787, also found in arrang- 

ing the processes. 1 bundle. 

8. Bonds of Caution, 1690 to 1817. 1 bundle. 

9. Miscellaneous papers. 1 bundle. 

10. Volume containing Lists of edicts, Inventories, &c. 

(10) COMMISSARIOT OF HAMILTON AND CaMPSIE. 

1. Becords. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1564 to 1823. 13 vols. 

Gaps: 9th March, 1575, to 13th December, 
1591 ; 9th June, 1642, to 24th October, 1651 ; 
16th December, 1681, to 9th May, 1711 ; 14th 
June, 1745, to 12th May, 1760. 

2. Record of Inventories, 1804 to 1823. 5 vols., each 

containing an index. 
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3. Eecord of Decreets, 1564 to 1668. 6 vols. 

Gaps : 7th May, 1566, to 24th August, 1622 ; 
and 29th February, 1644, to 25th July, 1661. 

4. Minute Book of Decreets, 1704 to 1772. 1 vol. 

5. Eecord of Deeds, 1593 to 1807. 8 vols. 

Gaps: 12th November, 1596, to 23rd April, 
1604; 15th July, 1605, to 30th January, 1615; 
29th December, 1623, to 7th January, 1632 ; 16th 
May, 1668, to 22nd November, 1672; and 16th 
July, 1674, to 10th February, 1776. 

6. Minute Books of Deeds and Protests, 1704 to 1808. 

3 vols. 

7. Act Books, 1586 to 1823. 34 vols. 

Gaps: 23rd August, 1591, to 21st October, 
1605 ; 28th August, 1619, to 22nd October, 1622 ; 
21st November, 1635, to 24th December, 1636; 
10th June, 1643, to 27th October, 1646; and 8th 
March, 1786, to 14th January, 1802. 

8. Summary Act Book, 1821-22. 1 vol. 

9. Calling Books, 1783 to 1804 and 1817 to 1823. 

2 vols. 

2. WarranU, 

1. Testaments, 1662 to 1811. 7 bundles. 

2. Edicts, 1713 to 1823. 2 bundles. 

3. Deeds and Protests, 1614 to 1808. 14 bundles. 

4. Deeds and Protests kept at Airdrie, 1785 to 1809, 

2 bundles. 

5. Bonds of Caution, 1670 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

6. Processes, 1631 to 1823. 50 bundles. 

7. Petitions, 1735 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

8. Extract registered Deeds and Protests, 1704 to 1753. 

1 bundle. 

9. Curatorial Inventories, 1819 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

10. Miscellaneous papers, mandates, precepts, &c. 

11. List of Deeds and Protests, 1593 to 1808; and list 

of those kept at Airdrie, 1785 to 1809. 
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12. Volume containing Inventories by the Oommissary 
Clerk of records and documents transmitted, 
with supplementary lists. 
Mr. Hugh Scott's index of Testaments is supplemented 

by the addition of testaments, 1564 to 1823, found among 

the warrants and not recorded. 

(11) COMMISSARIOT OF INVERNESS. 

Records of Testaments, 1630 to 1820. 8 vols. 

Gaps: 31st October, 1634, to 21st March, 
1666; 14th May, 1670, to 4th January, 1676; 
and 9th June, 1681, to 28th July, 1713. 

No other record and no warrants have been 
transmitted. 

(12) COMMISSARIOT OF THE ISLES. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1661 to 1823. 8 vols. 

Gap: 24th July, 1675, to 1st March, 1709. 
Volumes 3 and 4 are drafts of testaments found 
in vol. 2. 

2. Bonds of Caution, 1661 to 1675. 1 vol. 

2. Warrants. 

1. Edicts, 1710 to 1823. 4 bundles. 

2. Testaments, 1709 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

3. Inventories, 1709 to 1807; Bonds of Caution, 1719 

to 1823; Deeds, 1709 to 1807 ; Protests, 1723 to 
1808; Commissions, 1693 to 1820; Lists of In- 
ventories and Oaths, 1810 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

4. Processes, 1678 to 1822. 1 bundle. 

5. Petitions, 1728 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

6. Miscellaneous papers. 1 bundle. 
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7. Volume containing Inventories of the records and 
papers transmitted by the Commissary Clerk. 

(13) COMMISSARIOT OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Inventories, 1809 to 1824. 3 vols., 

including an index to each volume. 

2. Record of Confirmations, 1809 to 1823. 2 vols., 

including an index to each volume. 

3. Record of Settlements, 1809 to 1816. 1 vol. 
4 Diet Book, 1750 to 1839. 1 vol. 

2. Wai^ants, 

1. Testaments, Edicts, Inventories, &c., 1663 to 1823. 

6 bundles. 

2. Processes, 1665 to 1823. 9 bundles. 

3. Inventories of the Warrants in 2 vols. 

4. Inventory of the Records transmitted by the Com- 

missary Clerk. 1 vol. 

(14) COMMISSARIOT OF LANARK. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1595 to 1823. 20 vols. 

Gaps: 27th September, 1602, to 23rd October, 
1620; nth June, 1636, to 26th February, 
1638 ; 23rd August, 1644, to 28th January, 1650 ; 
1st November, 1658, to 24th July, 1661 ; 17th 
October, 1671, to 11th February, 1673 ; and 16th 
April, 1771, to 22nd October, 1785. 

2. Record of Inventories, 1807 to 1823. 1 vol. 

3. Record of Bonds of Caution, 1707 to 1756. 2 vols. 

4. Minute Book of Bonds of Caution, 1707 to 1770. 

1 vol. 
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5. Act Books, 1609 to 1815. 43 vols. 

Gaps: 8th July, 1611, to 23rd January, 1629; 
8th July, 1633, to 17th November, 1637 ; 14th 
May, 1638, to 3rd January, 1648 ; 13th February, 
1671, to 7th February, 1773; 3rd March, 1676, 
to 25th February, 1679; and 16th November, 
1750, to 15th June, 1753. 

6. Eecord of Decreets, 1629 to 1633, 1683-84, and 

1791 to 1808. 4 vols. 

7. Minute Book of Decreets, 1699 to 1751. 1 vol. 

8. Deeds and Protests, 1637. A few leaves only. 

2. Wa/rrants. 

1. Testaments, 1662 to 1816. 3 bundles. 

2. Inventories, 1670 to 1815. 5 bundles. 

3. Edicts, 1686 to 1816. 2 bundles. 

4. Bonds of Caution, 1706 to 1793. 1 bundle. 

5. Deeds and Protests, 1644 to 1760. 2 bundles. 

6. Extracted Processes, 1674 to 1760. 4 bundles. 

7. Petitions and Deliverances, 1682 to 1815. 1 bundle. 

8. Volume containing an Inventory of the records by 

the Commissary Clerk, and Lists of the edicts, 
bonds of caution, inventories, deeds and protests, 
and latter wills and testaments. 

(15) COMMISSAKIOT OF LaUDER. 

1. Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1561 to 1782. 10 vols. 

The 1st and 2nd volumes consist of fragments 
from 1561 to 1566 and 1627 to 1634 respectively. 
In the succeeding volumes there are gaps from 16th 
March, 1641, to 1652; 14th March, 1656, to 10th 
September, 1662 ; 29th May, 1665, to 14th May, 
1667 ; and 8th October, 1684, to 17th March, 1691. 
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2. Record of Inventories, 1807 to 1823. 3 vols. Each 

volume contains an index. 

3. Record of Decreets, 1661 to 1755. 10 vols. 

Grap from 23rd December, 1673, to 16th July, 
1703. 

4. Minute Book of Decreets, 1691 to 1702. 1 vol. 

5. Responde Book of Decreets, 1652 to 1666, and 

Minute Book of Deeds, 1669 to 1674. 1 vol. 

6. Diet Books, 1658 to 1821. 15 vols. 

Gaps: 5th February, 1678, to 10th July, 
1688; 26th July, 1692, to 26th December, 1693 ; 
17th March, 1710, to 1st January, 1712 ; and 15th 
March, 1715, to 3rd December, 1765. 

At the end of Vol. 1 is a Minute Book of Deeds 
from 19th June, 1654, to 1735. 

2. Warra7its. 

1. Testaments, 1649 to 1782. 6 bundles. 

2. Testaments not recorded, 1680 to 1822. 3 bundles. 

3. Edicts, 1664 to 1823. 4 bundles. 

4. Bonds of Caution, 1692 to 1822. 1 bundle. 

5. Inventories, 1789 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

6. Processes, 1617 to 1823. 25 bundles. 

7. Deeds, 1637 to 1684. 2 bundles. 

8. Miscellaneous deeds, extracts, and drafts, 1602 to 

1820. 2 bundles. 

(16) COMMISSARIOT OF MORAY. 

1. Records, 

1. Record of Testaments, 1684 to 1827. 10 vols. 

Several of the volumes are imperfect. 

2. Record of Inventories, 1805 to 1823. 3 vols. Each 

volume contains an index. 

3. Record of Decreets, 1631 to 1768. 6 vols. 
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Gaps : 28th January, 1637, to 10th June, 1675; 
3rd June, 1682, to 13th December, 1748. 

The last volume of the series consists of frag- 
ments of the record relating to the years 1763 
to 1768 bound together. 

4. Eecord of Deeds and Probative Writs, 1806 to 1823. 

3 vols. Part of the 1st and the whole of the 2nd 
and 3rd volumes consist of testamentary deeds 
referred to in the Eegister of Confirmed Testa- 
ments. Each volume contains an index. 

5. Record of Protests. Part only of a volume, 1740-41. 

6. Diet Books, 1693 to 1822. 11 vols. 

Gaps : 27th September, 1700, to 5th December, 
1734; and 3rd April, 1764, to 14th January, 
1768. 

2. Wa'irants. 

1. Edicts, 1745 to 1824. 1 bundle. 

2. Bonds of Caution, 1797 to 1824. 2 bundles. 

3. Petitions and Commissions to take Oaths, 1809 to 

1824. 1 bundle. 

4. Processes, 1694 to 1823. 46 bundles. 

5. Protests, 1733 to 1809. 11 bundles. 

6. Miscellaneous papers, including parts of processes, 

summonses, mandates, petitions, diligences, 
oaths of verity, &c., v,d, to 1824. 2 bundles. 

7. Volumes containing Inventories of Records, &c., 

prepared by the Commissary Clerk. 

(17) COMMISSARIOT OF ORKNEY AND SHETLAND. 

Records. 

1. Record of Testaments, 1611 to 1684. 11 vols. 

Gap from 22nd June, 1671, to 11th January, 1681. 
The Volume for 1663 was transmitted by the repre- 
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sentatives of Mr. P. S. Heddle, solicitor and town 
clerk, Kirkwall, in 1886. 

2. Eecord of Decreets, 1648 to 1659 and 1663 to 

1668. 2 vols. 

3. Abstract of Inventories, 1679 to 1683. 1 vol. 

Presented by Mr. Traill, of Holland, through 
Mr. F. J. Grant, W.S., Lyon Clerk, in 1902. 

(18) COMMISSABIOT OF PEEBLES. 

Records, 

1. Record of Testaments, 1681 to 1699. 1 vol. 

2. Act Book, 1678 to 1718. 1 vol. 

3. Court Book, 1744 to 1820. 1 vol. Transmitted by 

the Sherifl* Clerk, Selkirk, in 1903. 

(19) COMMISSARIOT OF EOSS. 

1. Records, 

1. Record of Testaments, 1802 to 1824. 2 vols. 

2. Act or Minute Book, 1813 to 1821. 1 vol. 

2. Warrarvts. 

1. Edicts, 1784 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

2. Bonds of Caution, 1808 to 1823, and Inventories, 

1784 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

3. Original Deeds, 1800 to 1814, and extracts of Regis- 

tered Deeds, 1811 to 1819. 1 bundle. 

4. Processes and Petitions, 1785 to 1823. 1 bundle. 

5. Volume containing the Commissary Clerk's Inven- 

tories and Lists of the Warrants. 



i 



127 
Class II. — continued^ [Cowmiissary Courts, 

(20) COMMISSARIOT OF St. ANDREWS. 

Records, 

1. Record of Testaments, 1549 to 1823. 31 vols. 

Gaps: 12th December, 1551, to llth June, 
1583;. 8th May, 1600, to 21st January, 1605; 
18th April, 1607, to 5th July, 1613; 26th Nov- 
ember, 1621, to 15th April, 1624; 21st May, 
1629, to 12th November, 1634; 30th November, 
1641, to 2nd March, 1648; 9th April, 1657, to 
22nd May, 1661 ; 12th September, 1662, to 16th 
November, 1672 ; 15th July, 1676, to 3rd October, 
1681 ; 29th July, 1724, to 28th November, 1744; 
and 10th December, 1760, to 29th November, 1769. 

2. Minute Book of Testaments, 1718 to 1823. 2 vols. 

3. Record of Inventories, 1806 to 1823. 16 vols. 

4. Record of Decreets, 1595 to 1823. 16 vols. 

Gaps: 12th February, 1596, to 16th August, 
1613; 2nd September, 1615, to 9th December, 
1625 ; 18th November, 1631, to llth April, 1656 ; 
4th March, 1657, to 8th June, 1670; 20th June, 
1683, to October, 1694; 16th September, 1713, 
to 21st December, 1744; and 18th July, 1753, to 
22nd April, 1778. 

5. Record of Deeds, 1564 to 1809. 15 vols, with 

index vol. 

Gaps: 20th July, 1574, to 30th November, 
1592; 17th June, 1595 to 22nd January, 1618; 
27th March, 1624, to May, 1652 ; 16th January, 
1657, to 5th June, 1662 ; 6th January, 1674, to 
27th February, 1688; 26th November, 1726, to 
9th December, 1754 ; and 1st April, 1772, to 31st 
January, 1778. 

6. Minute Book of Deeds, 1780 to 1809. 1 vol. A 

Minute Book of Deeds, 1671 to 1745, is inserted 
at the end of Vol. 2 of the Record of Decreets. 
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7. Act Books, 1573 to 1791. 23 vols. 

Gaps : 17th August, 1577, to 23rd April, 1582 ; 
30tli August, 1583, to 4tli February, 1593 ; 3rd 
August, 1594, to 27th April, 1598 ; 12th August, 
1600, to 7th May, 1619; 23rd March, 1622, to 
7th January, 1633; 8th August, 1638, to 15th 
December, 1645; 6th July, 1649, to 28th October, 
1657; 11th March, 1659, to 12th July, 1661; 
12 January, 1664, to 7th December, 1677 ; and 
27th July, 1705, to 9th March, 1711. 

8. Volume containing Inventories of the records pre- 

pared by the Commissary Clerk. 



(21) OOMMISSARIOT OF STIRLING. 

1. Records, 

1. Eecord of Testaments, 1607 to 1728. 12 vols. 

Gap from 1628 to 1630. 

2. Eecord of Decreets, 1656 to 1698. 5 vols. 

Gap from 2nd July, 1686, to 3rd January, 1696. 

3. Act or Court Books, 1548 to 1768. 37 vols. 

Gaps: 4th November, 1552 to 16th September, 
1611 ; 6th May, 1629, to 31st October, 1640; 8th 
March, 1645, to 19th June, 1661 ; and 29th De- 
cember, 1682, to 21st July, 1686. 

4. Minute Books of Court procedure, 1756 to 1820, 

11 vols. 

5. Decreets Dative, 1768 to 1798. 2 vols. 

Previous to 1768 these decreets appear to have 
been engrossed in the Court Books. 

6. Record of Acts of Caution, 1661 to 1709. 4 vols. 

Gap from 13th December, 1669, to 28th 
August, 1686. 

7. Record of Probative Writs, 1767 to 1774. 1 vol 
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2. Warrants. 

1. Testements, 1646 to 1823. 15 bundles. 

2. Edicts, 1656 to 1823. 7 bundles. 

3. Bonds of Caution, 1648 to 1820. 1 bundle. 

4. Inventories, 1641 to 1817. 3 bundles. 

5. Latter Wills and Testaments, 1645 to 1757. 1 

bundle. 

6. Deeds, 1622 to 1797, 2 bundles, and extracts of 

deeds, 1659 to 1805, 1 bundle. 

7. Protests, 1705 to 1744. 1 bundle. 

8. Petitions, 1700 to 1827. 5 bundles. 

9. Processes, 1614 to 1823. 147 bundles. 

10. Curatorial Inventories, 1786 to 1823. 2 bundles. 

11. Miscellaneous papers. 1 bundle. 

12. Volume containing Lists of the edicts, bonds of 

caution, inventories, latter wills and testaments, 
deeds, and protests. 

(22) COMMISSARIOT OF WIGTOWN. 

Warrants only. 

1. Testaments, 1700 to 1823. 12 bundles. 

2. Edicts, 1700 to 1823. 13 bundles. 

3. Extracted Processes, 1700 to 1822. 6 bundles. 

4. Unextracted Processes, 1704 to 1822. 8 bundles. 

5. Volume containing Lists of the foregoing warrants, 

prepared by the Commissary Clerk. 

9. Regality, Sheriff, and Baron Courts. 

The heritable rights of regality and barony were 

introduced with the feudal system, and were held by 

immediate vassals of the Crown in connection with lands 

granted by charter under the Great Seal, to which these 

I 
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privileges were expressly attached. The exercise of the 
jurisdiction was usually committed by the lords of 
regality and barons to deputes or bailies appointed during 
pleasure or for life and even, in many cases, heritably. In 
the case of lords of regality the jurisdiction, as the name 
implied, was practically co-extensive with that of the 
King's courts, and included all crimes but that of treason. 
They could even repledge or reclaim to their own courts 
criminals resident within their territory and accused 
before the King's judges, though, in the event of their 
failure to do justice, the sheriff or justiciary could proceed 
to trial. The powers of barons, though, at least by later 
practice, less extensive, included the decision of actions 
for debt and all questions relative to rights of possession 
and the dues and services prestable by their own tenants 
and vassals, and extended to several capital crimes when 
the charter embraced a clause of pit and gallows {cum 
furca et fossa). 

Regalities were frequently conferred on prelates and 
the heads of religious houses. When, in 1587, the Church 
lands were annexed to the Crown, the Stewarts or bailies 
who had acquired heritable rights were continued 
in their privileges of jurisdiction, with the exception, 
that if the King's justice should be the first to summon 
or apprehend a criminal within the regality, the bailie 
could only claim the right to sit with the judge on the 
trial, his right to the escheat or fine consequent on 
conviction being, however, reserved. 

The rights and courts of regality and other heritable 
jurisdictions were finally abolished by the Act 20 Geo. 
II., c. 43 (1748), pecuniary compensation to the amount 
of about £150,000 being given to the possessors. Baron 
courts were not interfered with, except to the extent that 
in criminal cases their jurisdiction was restricted to 
assaults and smaller crimes inferring only a fine of 20s. 
or three hours' confinement in the stocks, and in civil cases 
to claims not exceeding 40s. in amount, other than for the 
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rents and services due by the vassals and tenants of the 
barony. They have now fallen into desuetude. 

Diverse records of these and other local courts have been 
from time to time transmitted to the Lord Clerk-Register 
for preservation. They contain much material of interest 
to students of general as well as local history. Many 
such records must still exist in various hands throughout 
the country, and in the interest, as well of the preservation 
of the muniments themselves, as of historical research, it 
is much to be desired that the example set by many 
enlightened possessors should be more universally 
followed and the records placed in public and safe custody. 
The following are the records deposited in the General 
\ Record Office : — 

Aberdeen : Burgh Court, 1553 to 1581. 1 vol. (frag- 
mentary). 

Argyll: Regality. General Accounts and Rentals, 1595 
to 1608, 1633 to 1643, and 1652. 3 vols. 

Atholl : Regality. Register of Deeds and Protests, 1718 
to 1723, 1718-19 (fragmentary), and 1729 to 
1738. 3 vols. 

Ayr : Burgh and County. 

Burgh Court Book, 1702 to 1711. 1 vol. 
Sheriff Court Book, 1515-20 and 1526 (port- 
folio of fragments). 

Banff : Sheriff Court. [See Grant, Regality of.] 

Berwick : Sheriff Court Register of Services or Retours, 
1621-25 and 1671-77. 1 vol. 

Some proceedings of the Sheriff Court are con- 
tained in Vols. 6 and 9 of the Register of Homings 
and Inhibitions for this county, years 1633 to 
1642 and 1649 to 1662. [See lists of these 
registers.] 

Boncle and Preston: Regality Court Book, 1686 to 
1689. 1 vol. 

Broxmouth and Pincarton: Baron and Chamberlain 
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Court Book, 1620 to 1649 and 1735 to 1764. 1 
vol. 
Carnwath : Barony Court Book, 1523 to 1542. 1 vol. 
Carrick: Bailiary Court Book, 1573 to 1576. 1 vol. 
CouPAR- Angus : Regality Register of Homings and 

Inhibitions, 1731 to 1746. 1 vol. 
Crail : 

Burgh Court Book, 1556. 
Court Books of the Crafts of Crail, v,d, 1588 to 
1743. 12 vols. 
CuLROSS: Regality. Diet Book, 1730 to 1746; Register 
of Deeds and Protests, 1731 to 1748 ; and Register 
of Transumpts, 1732 to 1747. 3 vols. 
Cunningham: Bailiary. 

Court Book, 1633 to 1701. 5 vols., vols. 3 and 
4 containing Acts of Caution, 1664 to 1693. 

Register of Deeds, 1633 to 1651, 1675 to 1694, 
and 1694 to 1729. 3 vols. 

Minute Book of Deeds, 1675 to 1694. 1 vol. 
Minute Book of Hornings, &c., 1675 to 1709. 
1 vol. 
Cunningham (Bailiary) and regality of Kilwinning: 
Act Books, 1690 to 1731. 8 vols. [See also 
under Kilwinning.] 
Dalkeith: Regality. Justiciary Court Book, 1516 

(fragment). 
Dumfriesshire: Sheriff Court. Court Book, 1537 to 

1538. 1 vol. (six leaves only). 
Dunblane : Regality. Court Book, 1 663 to 1 669. 1 vol. 

[See also Perth.] 
Dunfermline: Regality. 

Court Books, 1531 to 1537, 1615 to 1620, and 
1639 to 1675. 3 vols. 
Decreets, 1582 to 1636. 5 vols. 
Register of Hornings and Inhibitions, 1597 to 
1741. 6 vols. 



133 

Class II. — continued.^ [Local Courts. 

Dunkeld: Regality. 

Minute Books of Court proceedings and actions, 
1690 to 1749, in six parts, and Constable's Minute 
Book, 1705 to 1744, in two parts. 

Register of Deeds and Protests, 1704 to 1731. 
1vol. 
6 Rolls of Regality vassals, 1716 to 1745. 
DuNROSSNESS, Sandwick, AND CuNNiNGSBURGH : Bailiary. 

Court Book, 1731 to 1735. 1 vol. 
Elgin: Burgh. Warrants of the Register of Protests, 

1766 to 1810. 1 bundle. 
Fifeshire: Sheriff Court. Court Book, 1514 to 1522. 1vol. 
Forfarshire: Sheriff Court Book, 1568-69. 1 vol. 
Gilmerton: Barony. Minutes of the baron Court, 1730 

to 1762, and Cartulary, 1764 to 1811. 1 vol. 
Glasgow : Archbishopric, barony, and regality : 

Portfolio of Charters, &c., 1556-57 and 1634 to 
1636. 

Charters by the baron of Glasgow, 1588 to 
1592. 1 vol. 
Register of Deeds, 1608 to 1620. 1 vol. 
Minute Book of Deeds, 1728 to 1742. 1 vol. 
Act "Book, 1733 to 1742. 2 vols. 
Justiciary Court Book, 1717 to 1741. 1 vol. 
Regality Court Books, 1605 to 1731, in 9 cases 
(unbound). 

Warrants of Register of Deeds, 1674, 1690, 
1721, 1729, and 1735 to 1740. 2 portfolios. 
Warrants of Protests, 1729 to 1736. 1 bundle. 
Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 1st 
December, 1614, to 12th March, 1748, 7 vols., 
and Minute Books of that register from 24th 
August, 1697, to 1st September, 1740, 2 vols. 
Glenluce: Regality. 

Extracts from baron Court Book, 1556. 
Minute Book of Court, 1601 to 1642. 1 vol. 
(containing one homing, dated 27th May, 1602). 
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Grant : Regality. Court Book, 1690 to 1729. 5 vols. 
At the beginning of the first volume are a few 
leaves of the SheriflF Court Book of BanflFshire, 
1686. 
Haddington: Burgh. 

Court Book, 1714 to 1718. 1 vol. 
Volume of papers relating to a poll election of 
the Town Council in 1723. 
Hamilton: Regality. Chamberlain Book for crop 1588. 
Huntly: Regality. 

Register of Deeds, 1686 to 1734. 1 vol. 
Court Book, 1697 to 1711 and 1721 to 1739. 
3 vols. 

Court Book for the lordships of Badenoch and 
Lochaber, 1698 to 1736. 1 vol. 

Volume of original papers, 1700 to 1744. 
Register of Homings and Inhibitions, 1687 to 
1710 and 1717 to 1748. 2 vols. 
Inverkeithing : Burgh. Court Book, 1605 to 1638 and 
1656 to 1688. 2 vols. 

The second volume, used partly as a protocol 
book by James Smetoun, writer, in Edinburgh, 
contains notarial instruments on the first four 
leaves. 

These volumes presented by the trustees of the 
late Sir Wm. Eraser, deputy-keeper of the records. 
Inverness: SheriflF Court. Court Book, 1543 to 1568. 
2 vols. The first volume contains six leaves, part 
of an earlier register containing entries dated from 
1450 to 1542. 
Jedburgh : Burgh. Burgh Stent Rolls, 1693 to 1704. 1 vol. 
Keilour : Barony. Court Book, 1554 to 1568. 1 vol. 
Kj:lso: Bailiary. 

Bailie Court Book, 1623 to 1682. 1 vol. 
Register of Deeds, 1697 to 1744. 5 vols. 
Kilmaronock: Regality. Court Book, 1693 to 1740. 
1vol. 



^ 
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Kilwinning: Eegality. 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions, 1620 to 
1664. 1 vol. 

Court Book, 1675 to 1693, and Register of 
Homings, &c., 1675 to 1703. 1 vol. 

Register of Deeds, 1620 to 1651. 1 vol. 

Register of Deeds, 1660 to 1664, and Court 
Book, 1662-63. 1 vol. 

Register of Deeds, 1664 to 1696. 1 vol. 

Register of Acts and Deeds, 1664 to 1680, and 
Acts of Caution, 1668 to 1692. 1 vol. 

Minute Book of Deeds, 1675 to 1694. 1 vol. 

Court Book, 1712 to 1726. 1 vol. 
[See also under Cunningham.] 
Kirkintilloch: Burgh. Court Book, 1659 to 1695. 1 

vol. 
Kirkcudbright: Stewartry. 

Some proceedings of this court are recorded in 
Vol. 5 of the Register of Homings, &c., for the 
Stewartry, 1693 to 1698. 
Lanark: Sheriff Court. Court Book, 1548-1550 and 

1679 to 1683. 3 vols. 
Lennox : Regality. Register of Homings and Inhibi- 
tions, 1672 to 1704. 1 vol. (wants the first 
folio). 
Linlithgow : Sherifi* Court. 

Court Books, 1541 to 1700. 17 vols, (blank 
between 1542 and 1554). Vol. 5 (1580 to 1583) 
contains also the Register of Hornings for that 
period. 

Register of Deeds and Decreets, 1626 to 1700. 
10 vols. 

Prior to 1626 many Deeds and Decreets are 
registered in the Court Books. 

Vol. 6 of the Register of Homings for Linlith- 
gowshire, 1595 to 1598, contains also proceedings 
of the Sherifi* Court. 
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Melrose: Regality. 

Bailie Court Book, 1605 to 1609. 1 vol. 
Register of Homings and Inhibitions, 1662 to 
1706. 1 vol. 
MoNKLAND : Barony. Fragment containing a Minute of 

the baron Court, 17th August, 1602. 1 vol. 
Monteith: Stewartry. Court Book, 1629 to 1636 and 
1661 to 1733. 7 vols. 

The last volume contains part of a Register of 
Deeds for 1699. 
Nairn: Sheriff Court. Notarial copy of a process in 

1561 in a portfolio. 
Orkney and Shetland : Sheriff Court and Court of the 
bishopric. 

Court Book (Shetland), 1602 to 1604 and 1615 
to 1628. 2 vols. 

Court Book (Orkney and Shetland), 1612 to 
1630, 1630 to 1643, and 1648. 2 vols. 

Register of Decreets, 1655 to 1659 and 1661 to 
1665, 3 vols., and portfolio containing a part of 
the register for 1677. 

Register of Deeds, 1665 to 1674. 1 vol. 
Act Book of Court at Kirkwall, 7th November 
1615. 

Court Book of the bishopric, 1614 to 1638. 1 vol. 
Volume of papers relating to criminal trials, 
1629 to 1669. 

Volume of papers relating to the complaints of 
the commons and inhabitants of Zetland, 1576. 
Paisley: Regality. 

Court Book, 1688 to 1692 and 1697 to 1705. 
2 vols. 

Portfolio of miscellaneous papers, 1696 to 1736. 
Perth: Burgh. Court Book, January, 156f to 1565, 

and March, 158-J^ to 1587. 2 vols. 
Perth : Sheriff Court. Court Book (Dunblane, for west 
district of Perthshire), 1748 to 1751. 
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Pluscarden, Urquhart, and Farneen: Eegality and 

barony. 

Court Book, 1654 to 1662. 1 vol. 

Portfolio containing papers in a process relating 

to the bailiary and justiciary of the Priory 

of Pluscarden in 1724. Received from Mr. 

Elliot, clerk of teinds. 
St. Andrews: Regality. Admiralty Court Book, 1671 

to 1730. 1 vol. 
Spynie: Regality. 

Court Book, 1660 to 1665 and 1723 to 1726. 

2 vols. 
Annexed to the first volume is a rental of the 

bishopric of Moray in 1585, and the brief or 

instructions issued by Alexander, Lord Spynie, to 

the bailie of Kinloss in 1601. 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions, 1611, 

1620 to 1646, 1660 to 1666, and 1707 to 1710- 

5 vols. 
Stanstell: Barony. Rental Book, 1640 to 1662. 
Stirling : Burgh. Process at the instance of the burgh 

against the Abbot of Cambuskenneth, c. 1531. 1 

vol. (imperfect at the beginning). 
Wigtown: Burgh. 

Court Book, 1512 to 1535. 1 vol. 

Rental Book, 1542 to 1599. 1 vol. 
Miscellaneous papers relating to various local courts and 

registers, with inventory thereof, in three 

portfolios. 

10. Abolition of Regalities. 

Papers relating to the Claims made for compensation 
under the Act 20 Geo. II., c. 43 (1748) on the 
abolition of heritable jurisdictions. 
These claims, with the titles and vouchers produced in 
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support of them and the objections stated on behalf of 
the Crown, were adjudicated on, and their pecuniary- 
values reported by the Court of Session. Most of the 
claims are extant, and, with the reports and relative 
correspondence with the Treasury, are contained in four 
portfolios. 

11. Law Courts Conuuissions. 

1. Minute Book of the Commissioners appointed by a 

Commission under the Great Seal, dated 25th 
April, 1733, and renewals thereof, to take a 
survey of the officers of the Courts of Justice in 
Scotland, and to inquire into their fees. 1 vol. 

2. Records and Warrants of Commissioners appointed 

by Royal Warrant, dated 2nd November, 1808, 
to inquire into the administration of justice in 
Scotland. 

(1) Minute Book of the Commissioners, com- 
mencing 30th November, 1808, and ending 14th 
April, 1810. 

(2) Minute Book of a committee of the Com- 
missioners, commencing 10th December, 1808, 
and ending 29th December, 1809. 

(3) Minute Book of the general Committee, 
commencing 30th December, 1809, and ending 
9th January, 1810. 

(4) Warrants of the Commission, consisting of 
correspondence, reports, and returns made to the 
Commissioners, draft Minutes, &c., in 6 portfolios. 

3. Records and Warrants of Commissioners appointed 

by Royal Warrant, dated 8th February, 1815, to 
inquire into the duties, salaries, fees, and emolu- 
ments of officers of the Courts of Justice in 
Scotland. 

(1) Minute Books of the Commissioners, 
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commencing 18th May, 1815, and ending 24th 
June, 1822. 3 vols. 

(2) Inventory of the returns made to the 
Commissioners and of other papers, as contained 
in the following portfolios. 

(3) Warrants of the Commissioners, consisting 
of the various returns and other papers inven- 
toried in No. 2 preceding, and contained in 19 
portfolios. 

4. Records and Warrants of Commissioners appointed 

by Royal Warrant, dated 29th July, 1823, for 
inquiring into the forms of process in the Courts 
of Law in Scotland, and the course of api)eal8 
from the Court of Session to the House of Lords. 

(1) Sederunt Book of the Commissioners, 
commencing 11th August, 1823, and ending 14th 
February, 1824. 

(2) Appendix to the Report of the Commis- 
sioners. 

(3) Inventory of the books and documents. 

(4) Warrants of the Commissioners, consisting 
of the documents inventoried in No. 3 preceding, 
and contained in 4 portfolios, 

(5) Printed copy of the Commissioners' Report. 

5. Records and Warrants of the Commission appointed 

by Royal Warrant, dated 19th August, 1826, to 
inquire into the forms of proceeding in trials of 
civil causes by jury in Scotland. 

(1) Minute Book of the Commissioners, com- 
mencing 4th September, 1826, and ending 9th 
March, 1827, with their report. 

(2) Authenticated printed copy of their report. 

(3) Inventory of the books and documents of 
the Commission deposited in the Register House. 

(4) Portfolio containing the documents enume- 
rated in No# 3. 

6. Volume containing the Reports of the Commission of 
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1815, and the first, second, and third reports 
respecting the Jury Court presented to Parlia- 
ment as directed by section 42 of the Act 55 
Geo., III., c. 42. 

12. Diligence Records : Registers of Hom- 
ings, Inhibitions and Interdictions, and 
Adjudications. 

The word " diligence " is applied in Scotland to the 
legal process by which an order or decree of Court is made 
efiectual against the person and estate, heritable or move- 
able, of a debtor or delinquent. The person of a debtor 
could, as a rule, be attached only on the legal fiction, that 
his failure to obey the order to pay or perform pro- 
nounced against him by a competent court, constituted 
an act of rebellion against the Crown, and accord- 
ingly, on the application of the creditor, a precept, called 
Letters of Homing, was issued under the Eoyal Signet, 
by which, on the occurrence of such failure, he was 
publicly denounced by a messenger-at-arms as a rebel to 
the King with the usual blasts of a horn. The efiects of 
this denunciation were the escheat of the whole moveable 
estate of the debtor to the Crown under burden of the 
creditor's claim, the transfer to his feudal superior of the 
life-rent escheat of his heritable estate, the accumulation 
of interest and principal as at the date of the denunciation, 
and finally, the liability of the debtor's person to imprison- 
ment at the instance of the creditor until full payment 
and satisfaction were made. 

Letters of Horning became subject to much abuse and 
many irregularities, and were the frequent subject of 
statutory regulation. Partly to remedy these and to 
secure to the Crown its share of the escheats, the Act 
10th November, 1579, c. 13 (A.P., III., p. 142), ordained 
Letters of Horning to be registered within 15 days in 
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the Sheriff Court Books of the shire in which the denuncia- 
tion was made. A list of the persons so denounced was 
to be published by the sheriff-clerk at certain times, 
and afterwards, with other particulars, transmitted to 
the King's Treasurer that proper steps might be taken 
for uplifting the escheat. The debtor could be relieved 
from the consequences of denunciation only by letters 
of relaxation, which also were directed to be registered. 

Letters of Homing, though still occasionally resorted 
to, are now practically in disuse, registration of an 
expired charge under the personal diligence Act of 1838 
being substituted. Imprisonment for debt, other than 
Crown taxes and public rates and assessments and 
alimentary debts, was abolished by the Act 43 & 44 
Vict., c. 34, 1880, amended by the Act 45 & 46 Vict., c. 
42, 1882. 

Diligence against the debtor's heritable estate might 
proceed by Letters of Inhibition, by which he was 
restrained at the creditor's instance from alienating or 
burdening his heritable property to the prejudice of the 
creditor's claim. The same effect was secured by the 
debtor voluntarily granting a Bond of Interdiction, by 
which he imposed the like restraint upon himself against 
alienation of his property without the consent of persons 
named. Interdiction might also be imposed by the 
Court of Session in the exercise of its nobile officium. 
Neither form was effectual without execution against the 
debtor by service and the lieges by publication, followed 
by registration within 40 days either in the General 
Eegister of Inhibitions or the particular registers of the 
county or counties where the lands lay and the debtor 
had his domicile. These registers were established by 
the Acts 29th November, 1581, c. 24, and 15th Novem- 
ber, 1600, c. 22. The particular registers were abolished 
by the Land Eegisters Act of 1868, sec. 16, and regis- 
tration in the general register declared equivalent to 
publication. The Conveyancing Act of 1874 further 
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limited the effect of inhibitions to a period of five years 
from publication, but provided that they might be 
renewed every five years thereafter by again recording 
them or a memorandum of renewal in the form appended 
to the Act. 

The Bankruptcy Act of 1856, sec. 48, directs an 
abbreviate of all sequestrations to be recorded in the 
Register of Inhibitions at Edinburgh. 

Inhibition and Interdiction were merely preventive 
in their operation. To attach the lands or transfer them 
from the debtor in satisfaction of his debt, the creditor 
proceeded on letters of apprising or comprising directed 
originally to the sheriff of the county in which the 
lands lay, but latterly to any messenger-at-arms, by whom 
the lands, or so much thereof as was necessary to extin- 
guish the debt, with penalty and interest, the dues 
payable to the superior for entering the purchaser as his 
vassal, and other expenses, were offered for sale, and, 
failing a purchaser, declared to belong to the apprising 
creditor. This form, which, in practice, was found in 
many cases to result in great hardship to the debtor by 
the transfer to his creditor of land greatly in excess of 
his claims, was abolished by the Act of 6th September, 
1672, c. 45, which substituted the ordinary process of 
adjudication before the Court of Session. 

The Register of Apprisings or Comprisings was estab- 
lished by a Royal Warrant followed by an Act of the 
Privy Council on 9th February, 1636. This Act, which 
required the registration of the letters and proceedings 
at length, was repealed by an Act of Parliament on 16th 
November, 1641, c. 114, which ordained an abbreviate 
only to be recorded.. This provision was repeated by the 
Act of 22nd May, 1661, c. 243, and the Act of 1672, 
c. 45, ordained adjudications to be registered in the same 
manner. 

Under the Land Registers Act of 1868 only one 
minute book is kept for the Registers of Inhibitions and 
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Adjudications. This minute book, with relative indices, 
is printed yearly, and a copy transmitted to the sheriflf 
clerk of each county. 

The register established in 1636 was kept in two 
divisions, one for the north, and another for the south 
side of the Forth, but after 1641 only one register was 
kept. 

(1) The General Register of Hornings. 

1. The Register from 20th July, 1610, to 7th April, 

1880, consists of 1282 volumes. Gaps : from 30th 
Jan., 1644, to 5th June, 1652 ; 15th June, 1653, 
to 4th Feb., 1658 ; and 30th Nov., 1658, to 20th 
Feb., 1661. A few of the earlier volumes are 
injured, and Vol. 14, from 1st June to 30th 
August, 1614, is incomplete. 

2. Minute Books from 20th February, 1661, to 22nd 

December, 1881. 201 vols. 

Earlier hornings, from 21st January, 1602, are found 
recorded in the first series of the General Register of 
Inhibitions. 

By the Act 16th December, 1597, c. 42, Sherifi* Clerks' 
Registers of Homings are ordained to be marked by the 
Clerk-Register and transmitted yearly " to remain in the 
" King's Registar." 

(2) The General Register of Inhibitions. 

This consists of two series — 

1. The first containing homings as well as inhibitions 

from 21st January, 1602, to 1st June, 1631. 44 
vols. 

2. The second consisting of inhibitions only from 4th 

July, 1610, to date, divided into five continuous 
series, and numbering in all 721 volumes. 

3. Minute Books from 5th June, 1652, to 31st Decern- 
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ber, 1868, 67 vols., and combined series of inhibi- 
tions and adjudications from 2nd January, 1869, 
to date. 63 vols. 

(3) Particular Registers of Hornings and 

Inhibitions. 

Aberdeenshire : 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 4th 
October, 1581, to 31st December, 1868. 100 vols. 

Register of Homings and expired charges from 
1st January, 1869, to 22nd April, 1881, being 
the latest date transmitted. 3 vols. 

Minute Books from 7th January, 1600, to 1881. 
22 vols. 
Argyllshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 24th 
May, 1665, to 23rd January, 1869. 14 vols. 

Minute Books from 16th June, 1693, to 23rd 
January, 1869. 6 vols. 
Ayrshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 9th 
March, 1589, to 30th January, 1875. 55 vols. 
Kilmarnock district, from 12th July, 1855, to 
14th February, 1873. 1 vol. 

Minute Books from 8th June, 1661, to 30th 
January, 1875. 15 vols. Kilmarnock district, 
12th July, 1855, to 16th February, 1873. 1 vol. 
Banffshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 15 th 
June, 1621, to 27th June, 1623, and from 30th 
Jan., 1689, to 31st December, 1868. 12 vols. 
The gap in this series from 1623 to 1688 inclusive 
is supplied by 6 volumes remaining in the hands 
of the Sheriff Clerk. 

Minute Books from 30th January, 1689, to 31st 
December, 1868. 5 vols. 



\ 
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Berwickshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 19th 
February, 1617, to 29th June, 1868. 24 vols. 

Vol. 6, 1633 to 1642, and Vol. 9, 1649 to 1661, 
contain some proceedings of the Sheriff Court. 

Minute Books from 13th January, 1698, to Slst 
December, 1868. 6 vols. 
Buteshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 16th 
March, 1633, to 31st December, 1868. 4 vols. 

Minute Book from 25th August, 1821, to 31st 
December, 1868. 1 vol. 
Caithness-shire : 

Register of Homings, Inhibitions, &c., from 
6th February, 1719, to 28th January, 1869. 8 vols. 

Minute Book from 1st July, 1829, to 28th 
January, 1869. 1 vol. 
Clackmannanshire : 

Register of Hornings, Inhibitions, &c., from 
19th Febraary, 1662, to 20th Jan., 1869. 6 vols. 

Minute Books from 10th January, 1769, to 
20th January, 1869. 2 vols. 
Cromartyshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 1st 
February, 1665, to 2nd October, 1868. 4 vols. 

Minute Book from 10th June, 1861, to 2nd 
October, 1868. 1 vol. 
Dumbartonshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 3rd 
October, 1661, to 6th January, 1869. 8 vols. 

Minute Books from 15th December, 1788, to 
6th January, 1869. 2 vols. 
Dumfriesshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 9th 
January, 1656, to 4th January, 1882. 38 vols. 

Minute Books from 7th Febraary, 1700, to 11th 
September, 1879. 12 vols. 
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Edinburghshire : 

Eegister of Inhibitions from 7th December, 
1581, to 31st December, 1868. 36 vols. 

Minute Books from 31st May, 1661, to 31st 
December, 1868. 5 vols. 

Register of Hornings from 23rd Nbvember, 
1579, to 22nd December, 1646, and from 11th 
January, 1667, to 30th July, 1879. 85 vols. 

Minute Books from 6th July, 1661, to 20th 
December, 1878. 31 vols. 
Elgin and Forres or Morayshire: 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 28th 
March, 1640, to 22nd January, 1869. 19 vols. 
Vol. 4 contains a Register of Homings, &c., for 
Nairnshire. 

Minute Books from 15th December, 1694, to 
22nd January, 1869. 4 vols. 

FiFESHIRE : 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 27th 
January, 1579, to 28th March, 1873. 65 vols. 

Minute Books from 27th May, 1684, to 28th 
March, 1873. 10 vols. 
Forfarshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 7th 
April, 1580, to 3rd June, 1879, 74 vols.; and 
Dundee district from 21st January, 1839, to 13th 
November, 1878. 8 vols. 

Minute Books from 11th August, 1599, to 3rd 
June, 1879, 13 vols. ; and Dundee district from 
21st January, 1839, to 12th June, 1872. 2 vols. 
Haddingtonshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 30th 
November, 1579, to 15th September, 1868. 26 
vols. 

Minute Books from 27th January, 1718, to 31st 
December, 1868. 4 vols. 
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Inverness-shire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 
10th January, 1597 (homings), and from 11th 
January, 1603 (inhibitions), to 27th April, 1878. 
41 vols. 

Minute Books from 28th October, 1719, to 26th 
January, 1869. 7 vols. 
Kincardineshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 
26th September, 1661, to 26th March, 1868. 10 
vols. 

Minute Books from 26th September, 1661, to 
31st December, 1868. 3 vols. 
Kinross-shire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 2nd 
August, 1808, to 29th August, 1867. 5 vols. 

Minute Books from 2nd August, 1808, to 29th 
August, 1867. 2 vols. 
Kirkcudbright Stewartry: 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 6th 
October, 1614, to 21st August, 1868. 20 
vols.. Vol. 5, 1693 to 1698, containing some 
proceedings of the Stewart Court. 

Minute Books from 9th June, 1697, to 31st 
December, 1868. 4 vols. 
Lanarkshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions kept at 
Glasgow from 1st March, 1676, to 22nd November, 
1838. 25 vols. Inhibitions only from 22nd 
November, 1838, to 31st December, 1868. 10 
vols. 

Minute Books from 1st March, 1676, to Slst 
December, 1868. 11 vols. 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions kept at 
Lanark and Hamilton and partly (1650 to 1658) 
at Glasgow and Hamilton from 10th February, 
1634, to 29tb March, 1813, 15 vols. 
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Minute Books from 4th January, 1636, to 15th 
July, 1812. 5 vols. 

Eegister of Homings kept at Glasgow from 
26th November, 1838, to 25th May, 1898. 41 
vols. 

Minute Books from 26th November, 1638, to 
25th May, 1898. 9 vols. 

Same register kept at Hamilton for the Middle 
Ward from 11th February, 1839, to 24th March, 
1873. 3 vols. 

Minute Book for same period. 1 vol. 

Same register (Airdrie district) from 5th 
December, 1846, to 22nd August, 1863. 1 vol. 

Minute Book for same period. 1 vol. 

Same register (Lanark district) from 7th 
February, 1839, to 26th December, 1864. 1 vol. 

Minute Book for same period. 1 vol. 
Linlithgowshire : 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 
14th March, 1584, to 31st December, 1868. 25 
vols. Homings recorded 1580 to 1583 will be 
found in Vol. 5 of the Sheriff Court Books of 
Linlithgowshire. [See Local Registers.] Vol. 6, 
1595 to 1598, of the Register of Homings, on the 
other hand, contains also proceedings of the Sheriff 
Court. 

Minute Books from 17th August, 1680, to 31st 
December, 1868. 5 vols. 
Nairnshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 13th 
AprH, 1768, to 6th January, 1869. 7 vols. And 
see Elgin. 

Minute Book from 4th July, 1829, to 6th 
January, 1869. 
Orkney and Shetland: 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions (Orkney) 
from 1610, to 3rd Febraary, 1869. 22 vols. 
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The first 15 vols., 1610 to 1752, much injured by 
damp. 

Minute Book, 17th September, 1819, to 3rd 
February, 1869. 1 vol. 

Eegister of Hornings and Inhibitions (Shetland) 
from 16th September, 1773, to 30th January, 
1869. 3 vols. 

Minute Book from 11th June, 1838, to 30th 
January, 1869. 1 vol. 
Peeblesshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 3rd 
June, 1623, to 17th September, 1868. 9 vols. 

Minute Books from 30th June, 1623, to 10th 
July, 1683 ; and 30th June, 1821, to 17th Septem- 
ber, 1868. 2 vols. 
Perthshire : 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 7th 
December, 1579, to 20th November, 1877. 82 
vols. Up to August, 1709, the hornings and 
inhibitions are kept in two distinct series. 

Minute Books from 12th June, 1661, to 20th 
November, 1877. 18 vols. 
Renfrewshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 9th 
December, 1661, to 10th Pebmary, 1879, 21 vols.; 
and for the Lower Ward from 5th February, 
1839, to 12th December, 1866. 2 vols. 

Minute Books from 15th December, 1705, to 
17th June, 1878, 8 vols.; and for the Lower Ward 
from 5th February, 1839, to 12th December, 
1866. 1 vol. 
Ross-smRB : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 5th 
June, 1678, to 19th March, 1696, kept at Fort- 
rose; and from 8th January, 1732, to 27th July, 
1792, and 26th July, 1823, to 3rd December, 
1868, kept at Tain. 5 vols. 
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Minute Books from 26th July, 1823, to Slst 
December, 1868. 2 vols. 

Register of Inhibitions, kept at Dingwall, from 
30th April, 1839, to 21st November, 1868. 
3 vols. 

Minute Book^for same period. 1 vol. 
Roxburghshire : 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 24th 
January, 1632, to 1st February, 1869. 16 vols. 

Minute Books from 3rd December, 1709, to 1st 
February, 1869. 7 vols. 
Selkirkshire : 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 29th 
December, 1658, to 24th February, 1868. 6 vols. 

Minute Books from 1st June, 1706 to 30th 
November, 1728, and from 9th October, 1812, to 
31st December, 1868. 2 vols. 
Stirlingshire : 

Register of Hornings and Inhibitions from 1st 
June, 1646, to 30th May, 1889. 47 vols. 

Minute Books from 1st June, 1646, to 11th 
December, 1879. 13 vols. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 
27th September, 1739, to 17th April, 1868. 
3 vols. 

Minute Book from 24th October, 1816, to 31st 
December, 1868. 1 vol. 
Wigtownshire : 

Register of Homings and Inhibitions from 29th 

February, 1620, to 9th February, 1869. 17 vols. 

Minute Books from 20th August, 1652, to 9th 

Febraary, 1869. 6 vols. 

The Registers of Homings and Inhibitions kept for 

various regalities are, so far as transmitted, included 

amongst the Records of the Local Registers, p. 131 ante. 
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(4) Eegister of Apprisings and Adjudications, 

1. 1st series : 

North of Forth, 18th March, 1636, to Slst 
August, 1640. 4 vols. 

South of Forth, 31st May, 1636, to 28th 
January, 1640. 4 vols. 

2. ^nd series for both sides of Forth from 7th Decem- 

ber, 1641, to date. 381 vols. 

3. Minute Books, 6th July, 1652, to Slst December, 

1868. 81 vols. 
The minute books are combined with inhibitions from 
2nd January, 1869, to date. 



152 



CLASS III. 

CKOWN GRANTS AND TITLES TO LANDS, 
DIGNITIES, AND OFFICES. 

In this class are embraced the registers of grants 
under the Great and Privy Seals and the Prince's Seal, 
the registers of Sasines and Reversions, or titles to lands 
and incumbrances thereon, the register of Tailzies or 
Entails, and other subordinate registers and warrants. 

1. The Qreat Seal. 

The sovereign was not only the " fountain of honour," 
but also the original or radical proprietor of the soil of 
the country, to whom all his subjects ultimately traced 
their title, either directly, as vassals holding immediately 
of him by express grants, or, indirectly, as sub-vassals 
holding of their own immediate superiors, the Crown 
vassals. 

The register of the Great Seal is the record of Crown 
grants to which that seal required to be aflSxed. These 
include grants of land or original charters and renewals 
or confirmations thereof, called " charters by progress," 
patents of nobility, commissions to the greater offices of 
State, letters of remission (pardons) and legitimation, 
charters of incorporation, &c. 
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Up to 1608 all writs passing the Great Seal were 
recorded in the same series of rolls or volumes, engrossed 
on parchment. In that year a separate register was 
opened for confirmations of redeemable or liferent rights 
and comprisings, and for commissions, letters of remission, 
legitimation, &c. This register is engrossed on paper, 
and hence called ** The Paper Register of the Great Seal." 

No records of the Great Seal are extant for the period 
prior to the reign of Robert I. That many such existed 
at the death of Alexander III. is evidenced bv the 
inventories of rolls and other documents referred to in 
the preface. For the period subsequent to 1306, the 
earliest date of the few rolls still preserved, down to 
1424, many others are known to have existed in the 
beginning of the 17th century. An index framed in 
1629 and preserved among the Harleian MSS. in the 
British Museum includes, besides the 12 rolls and the 
first of the series of volumes still existing, the contents of 
51 rolls and three volumes which have totally disappeared. 
This index was printed in 1798 by Mr. William 
Robertson, one of the then deputy-keepers of the Records. 
A volume of earlier date, containing a calendar or index of 
the same rolls and volumes, was subsequently presented 
by Mr. George Chalmers to the Record Office, where it is 
now preserved. 

The Treaty of Union directed the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom to be used in public matters, but for 
the authentication of all Crown writs relating to lands or 
offices in Scotland, made provision for a new seal to be 
used in place of the Great Seal formerly in use there. 
This seal is now, under section 32 of the Titles to Land 
(Scotland) Act, 1858, appended to Crown charters only 
when required by the grantees. 

By the Act 10 & U Victoria, c. 51 (1847), Latin, till 
then invariably used as the language of all Crown and 
Prince's charters and precepts from Chancery, was 
discontinued, and English directed to be used instead. 
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The earlier portions of the existing register, from 1306 
to 1424, were printed in one folio volume in 1814, under 
direction of the Public Records Commission. An 
abridgment from 1424 is in course of publication, the 
last volume issued bringing the date down to 1659. 
Copious indices are attached to the published volumes. 
MS. indices are available for later periods. The register 
is compiled in the office of the Director of Chancery, each 
volume when completed being transmitted, with its 
warrants, to the Record Office for final custody. 

(1) Records. 
1. The Register of the Oreat Seal, 

12 rolls and 268 volumes, large folio, 1306 to 28th 
April, 1903. 
Some of the earlier volumes are imperfect, and down 
even to the period of the Union a strict chronological 
order is not observed in the engrossment of the charters. 
Several of the volumes have been bound together, while 
many others are in two or more parts. 

2. T'he Paper Register. 

47 folio volumes, 9th Febniary, 1608, to 29th December, 
1902. 

3. The Register of Confirmations and Resignations, 

4 volumes, 13th November, 1858, to 31st December, 
1868 (close). 
This is the register directed to be kept by the Titles to 
Land Act, 1858, for the registration of Crown Writs of 
Confirmation and Resignation, which were substituted 
by the Act for the more verbose charters of the same 
denomination, till then in use. 
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4. The Register of Grown Writs, 

2 volumes, commencing 23rd April, '1869, and ending 
30th September, 1874. 
This register took the place of the preceding under 
section 87 of the Titles to Land Consolidation Act of 
1868, and has practically ceased by the operation of the 
Conveyancing Act of 1874. 

(2) Warrants. 

A Crown charter proceeded (1) on a royal warrant 
called, from its bearing the sign manual, a " signature/* 
This warrant was presented for the sovereign's superscrip- 
tion by an officer of State, who, before doing so, attached 
to it and signed a docquet or memorandum explaining 
its terms. The signature and docquet were written in 
the vernacular. (2) The signature thus obtained was 
then transmitted to the keeper of the Signet, who there- 
upon framed a precept, to which he attached the signet, 
prefixing the words ^^ per Signaturoum^' as describing his 
authority for doing so. He retained the signature as his 
warrant. In this precept, which was directed and 
transmitted to the keeper of the Privy Seal, the verna- 
cular of the signature was translated into the Latin terms 
of the proposed charter. (3) The keeper of the Privy 
Seal, in turn, on receiving the precept under the signet, 
prepared another precept in the same terms, and attached 
to it the Privy Seal, prefixing the words ^^per Signetum" 
and retaining the precept under the signet as his 
warrant. The Privy Seal precept was directed to the 
keeper of the Great Seal, whose warrant it formed for 
expeding and issuing the charter. 

This laborious and, in practice, very tedious and ex- 
pensive process, was called the " passing of the seals,'* and 
was deemed necessary to secure the royal patrimony and 
the interests of private parties, such as previous grantees. 
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against the injury frequently done to both by tho issue 
of gifts on impulses of royal favour or on urgent or 
influential solicitation. It was frequently efieetive in 
afibrding an opportunity of stopping the grant at the 
seals and before the issue of the charter. In certain 
cases the process of passing all the seals was dispensed 
with, and the grants passed the Great Seal *^per saUwm^^ 
i.e., on the signature alone. These included charters to 
small vassals of Kirk lands, patents of nobility, and 
appointments to certain offices. 

The intervening precept under the Privy Seal was 
discontinued by the Act 49 Geo. III., c. 42 (1809), and the 
signature and precept under the signet were abolished 
by the Act 10 & 11 Victoria, c. 51 (1847). After the 
passing of the latter Act a draft prepared by the grantee 
and revised and adjusted by the Presenter of Signatures, 
or, since that office was abolished in 1874, by the Sheriff 
of Chancery, became the only warrant for an ordinary 
charter relating to Crown lands. In the case of a charter 
containing a novodamus (a new or original grant), a 
charter of incorporation, or an appointment to an 
important office, a warrant under the sign manual is still 
required. 

1. 8ignatv/res, 

Ist series, from 1607 to 1779, arranged alpha- 
betically, the arrangement under each letter 
being chronological. 172 boxes. Box 172 con- 
tains a collection of transcripts and of signatures 
of various dates, from 1587 to 1707, which do not 
appear to have passed the seals. 

Snd series from 1779 to 1847 bound chronologically in 
145 volumes. 
There is an index to both series. 
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2, Precepts and Royal Warrants, 

These consist of precepts under the Privy Seal to 
1809, under the Signet to 1847, and revised 
drafts and royal warrants to 1903. The series 
begins in 1667. 295 bundles. No warrants are 
extant for the periods February, 1687, to March, 
1696; May, 1708, to December, 1713; October, 
1714, to 1733; and 1794 to 1807. 
126 bundles, 1667 to 1794, are inventoried. 

3. Wa/rrants of the Paper Register, 

These warrants, for the period from 1807 to date, are 
arranged in a separate series in 57 bundles 
or boxes. For dates preceding 1807, so far as 
extant, they are found among the signatures of 
the principal Register. 

4. Wa/rrants of the Registers of Crown Writs, 
These are arranged in two bundles, 1869 to 1874. 

(3) Other Records relating to the Great Seal. 

1. Register of Signatures kept in the office of the 
Comptroller. 55 volumes, commencing 5th June, 
1561, and ending 3rd February, 1642. 
This contains a record of all the signatures and royal 
warrants affecting the revenue under the charge of the 
Treasurer, as well as that administered by the Comptroller. 
As such, it might more strictly be placed with their 
accounts in Class I. But as the original signatures pre- 
served go no further back than 1607, and this register is a 
continuous record from 1561, it is convenient, for purposes 
of reference, to insert it here as the earliest record of 
warrants for Crown grants. 
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Several of the volumes relate exclusively to grants of 
Kirk lands. 

2. Responde Book of the Register of Signatures, 

1580-81. 1 vol. 

3. Index to the Register of Signatures, 1576-79. 1 vol. 

4. Register of Comprisings and other Infefbments that 

passed the seals during the usurpation of Cromwell, 
from 12th January, 1656, to 26th February, 1658. 

5. Index of the Great Seal Registers from 1321 to 1858. 

6 vols. Presented by Wm. Moir Bryce, Esq. 

2. The Prince's Seal. 

The lands included in the stewartry or principality of 
Scotland, or the greater part of them, were the original 
inheritance or private property of the Stewarts before the 
succession of that family to the Crown in the person of 
Robert II.; and in grants relating to them continued to 
be distinguished by the holding " de nobis et lieredibtcs 
" Cor siLCcessoribus) nostris senescallis Scotice.^* They were 
granted by Robert III. to his son James, in liferent, and 
in a subsequent charter, dated 10th December, 1404, by 
which they were erected into a regality in his favour, 
they are described as the baronies of Renfrew, Cunningham, 
Kyle Stewart, Rathow, and Innerwick; the lands and 
islands of Bute, Arran, and Cumbray ; the lands of Cowal 
and Knapdaill, the earldom of Carrick, and the lands of 
Kyle Regis. 

The grant by Robert III. was a personal and liferent 
grant only, but, though there is no record of the charter 
or Act of Parliament by which the stewartry was destined 
as a permanent provision for the eldest son and heir 
apparent to the Crown, it is plain, from charters to 
vassals and from various Acts of Parliament, that such a 
disposition must have been made in the reign of James III, 
and prior to 1477, 
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When there was no son and heir apparent charters of 
the principality lands continued to be granted by the 
reigning sovereign proprio jure under the Great Seal, and 
appear in the Great Seal Register. During the nonage 
of a son and heir they were granted by the King as his 
tutor and administrator. 

Charters by the Prince appear, in fact, only during the 
apparencies of Charles I., 1620-1623; George II., 1717- 
1727; his son, Prince Frederick, who died before his 
succession, 1731-1749; George IV., 1785-1819; and his 
present Majesty, 1863-1874, the periods included in the 
following registers. 

Like that of the Great Seal, the Register of the Prince's 
Seal is compiled in chancery and, with the warrants, 
transmitted to the Record Office for custody. 

1. Register of the Prince's Seal. 8 vols., 1620 to 

1819. Each volume contains an index of its 
contents. 

2. Register of Writs under the Prince's Seal. Under the 

Titles Acts of 1858 and 1868. 1 vol. 1863- 
1874. 

3. Registerof Precepts by the Prince. 1vol. 1620-1625. 

This is a register of Precepts of Sasine, appoint- 
ments to the Prince's household, gifts of escheat 
falling to the Prince, &c. 

4. Volume containing a transcript of the Charter of 

Regality granted in 1404 by Robert III. to his 
son James, and various other writs relating to the 
principality, as well as rentals of the principality 
lands from 1468 to 1624. 

5. Index or calendar of charters to vassals of the 

principality from 1426 to 1616. 

6. MS. volume by George Chalmers containing abstracts 

from the public records relating to the stewartry 
or principality of Scotland. Printed in 1824. 

7. Volume containing a collection of documents relating 

to the appointment by Prince Frederick of a clerk 
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and writers of the Register of the Prince's Seal, 
apart from chancery, in which the register had 
previously been kept, and as to the application to 
the principality of the Act 20 Geo. II., c. 50, 
abolishing ward holdings. 
8. Warrants of the Principality Registers. These are 
extant only from 1808 and consist of 232 writs. 



3. The Records of the Quarter Seal and 
other Records of the Office of Chancery. 

Before infeffcment could be taken on a charter of lands 
under the Great Seal, after completion of the process of 
passing the seals, already described, the grantee required 
to obtain a precept from chancery directing the sheriff 
of the county where the lands lay to give him sasine or 
actual possession. This precept was issued under the 
Quarter Seal, or, as it was officially styled, the "Testimony 
"of the Great Seal." This separate precept was abolished 
by an Act of Parliament in 1672 and a clause in the 
same terms directed to be inserted in the charter itself, 
a practice which had long previously obtained in similar 
precepts by subject superiors. The records of the Quarter 
Seal, which is still in use for gifts of ultimus hceres, letters 
of tutory, &c., are not transmitted to the Clerk-Register, 
but remain in chancery, and, with the records of retours 
of the service of heirs and other retours and processes 
proceeding, or formerly proceeding, on royal brieves, will 
be found described in the Appendix. 

The office of the King's chapel or chancery, as a 
separate department of the administration, is of great 
antiquity, references to the clerks of chancery being 
found in documents of the 12th and 13th centuries. The 
office was, no doubt, under the control of the Chancellor, 
but appears latterly to have been placed under the direct 
superintendence of an officer designed, as he still is, 



161 

Class III. — continued,] [Privy Seal Begist&t*. 

" the Director of Chancery " The first mention of this 
officer occurs in 1440, when Richard de Crag (or Craig), 
vicar of Dundee, and eight years earlier a clerk of 
chancery, attests a charter as director. 



4. The Privy Seal. 

The writs requiring to pass the Privy Seal alone were 
gifts of escheat, feudal casualties, and other moveable 
property or rights, letters of respite, letters of pension, 
commissions to minor offices, such as those of advocates- 
depute and commissaries, and presentations to churches 
and smaller benefices, and to professorships in the 
universities. Most of these were in the vernacular. 
Latin precepts under the Privy Seal, for the passing of 
charters and other writs under the Great Seal, were 
also recorded at length in this register. Such precepts 
were usually docqueted " Per Signetum^^^ as proceeding on 
a warrant under the signet. They were, as already 
mentioned, abolished in 1809. Other writs recorded in 
this register were usually docqueted " Per Signaturam,^' 
or, " Per sviscriptionem Pegis," showing that they required 
only the sign manual as their warrant. 

The Privy Seal is one of the Scottish seals which the 
Act of Union provides to be continued, subject to such 
regulations as the Parliament of Great Britain should 
thereafter make. The register has now been discontinued 
in consequence of the condition inserted in the commis- 
sion to the present Lord Privy Seal providing that " no 
" warrant for appointing to any office in Scotland or 
" other instrument shall henceforth pass or be required 
" to pass the said Privy Seal." 

(1) Records. 

The extant registers are the following : — 
h 
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1. The old series, commencing 19th October, 1488, and 

ending 12th July, 1651. 116 vols. 

This series embraces all writs passing the seal, 
including the Latin precepts for the Great Seal. 

On its resumption at the Restoration the 
register was continued in two parallel series, 
viz. : — 

2. The Latin Register, from 10th June, 1661, to 16th 

July, 1810 (close of the register). 62 vols. A 
gap from September, 1788, to February, 1795, is 
supplied by the warrants. Some of the volumes 
are bound in two parts. 

This series contains only the Latin precepts 
for the Great Seal. 

3. The English (or vernacular) Register, from 9th 

August, 1660, to 14th September, 1898. 17 vols. 
A gap from 30th June, 1789, to 20th February, 
1795, is supplied by the warrants. 

4. Minute Books. 7 vols., from 16th April, 1499, to 

29th January, 1745. The last volume contains 
accounts of the fees received from 1742 to 1752. 

5. Register of Precepts under the Privy Seal for remis- 

sions under the Great Seal. 1 vol., from 13th 
June, 1611, to 21st March, 1622. 

6. Register of Precepts for Charters under the Great 

Seal to the baronets of Nova Scotia. 1 vol., from 
28th May, 1625, to 17th December, 1638. 
This is a register containing the Latin precepts for 
charters or grants of land in Nova Scotia in pursuance 
of the scheme initiated by James VI. and furthered by 
his son, Charles I., for settling that colony. An index is 
appended to the volume. 

7. Responde Books. 2 vols., from 4th February, 1752, 

to 30th May, 1791. 

8. Indices: — 

(1) To the old series, 1499 to 1651, imperfect. 
1 vol 
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(2) To the first 20 volumes of the Latin 
Eegister, 1661 to 1705. 1 vol. 

(3) To volumes 31-40 of the Latin Eegister, 
1744-1773, and to volumes 8-13 of the English 
Eegister, 1745 to 1811. 1 vol. 

(4) To volumes 1-10 of the English Eegister, 
1660-1782. 

Volumes 4, 5, and 6, 1685 to 1711, of the 
English Eegister, and volumes 14, 15, 16, and 17, 
1811 to 1898, have each an index attached. 

(2) Warrants. 

1. 2077 warrants of the old series, 1571 to 1650, and 

under the Privy Seal of the Protector, 1656-58. 
Of the eariier warrants to 1628 most are wanting. 

2. Latin Eegister. 4793 warrants, 1661 to 1810. 

3. English Eegister. 3688 warrants, 1661 to 1898. 

4. Collection of revised drafts and transcripts of warrants, 

v.d. 1782-1833. 



5, The Register of Tailzies. 

Tailzies or entails, though not previously unknown in 

practice, were first formally legalised by the statute 1685, 

c. 26 (ordinarily cited as c. 22), which ordains entails to 

be judicially produced before the Lords of Session, and, 

on their authority being interponed thereto, to be 

recorded in a particular register to be kept for that efiect. 

Not only entails but instruments of disentail, contracts 

of excambion of the entailed lands, and the relative orders 

of Court are also recorded. 

1. The register consists of 220 large folio volumes, 

commencing on 31st July, 1688, and ending 28th 

May, 1903, with the last volume transmitted. 
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2. Minute Books. 6 volumes, from 31st July, 1688, to 

date. 

3. Indices. Besides a chronological index of each 

volume, there is an alphabetical index of the whole 
series from 1688 to date. 

4. Warrants. 55 bundles from the commencement of 

the register to date. 

These consist of the petitions and orders of 
Court thereon, and latterly chiefly of extracts of 
such orders. 

5. Model Feu Charters of entailed lands approved by 

the Court of Session under the Acts 11 & 12 
Victoria, c. 36, and 16 & 17 Victoria, c. 94, 
with relative petitions and plans, 1856 to date. 

6. Minute Book of the foregoing collection of feu 

charters and plans. 

6. The Register of the Interruptions of 

Prescription. 

13 volumes, commencing 2nd March, 1697, and ending 
21st July, 1868, with Minute Books in 3 
volumes. 

This register was established by the Act 1696, c. 19. 

An interruption of the prescription of real rights, by 
which the question of the actual ownership might be kept 
open, could be made either, via juris, by the execution of 
a signeted and libelled summons raised by th*e claimant 
against the heritor or possessor, or, via facti, by a personal 
interference with the putative owner's possession, such as 
carrying the com off the lands the right to which was 
disputed. The interruption in both cases had to be in 
presence of witnesses. In the former, the citation was 
not only made on the defender personally, but was also 
published in the parish church at or after divine service ; 
and in the latter, the fact of interruption was usually, 
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though not necessarily, narrated in a formal notarial 
instrument of protestation served on the possessor. 

Third parties might, however, acquire lands in ignor- 
ance of such interruptions; and, for their greater security, 
the Act of 1696 enacted that interruptions should be of 
no force or eflFect against purchasers and other singular 
successors unless, in the first case, the summonses and 
executions, and, in the second case, an instrument of 
intermption, were registered within 60 days of their 
dates in a public register which was directed to be kept 
for that purpose. 

The Land Registers Act, 1868, section 15, discontinued 
the Register of Interruptions, and provided that all writs 
appropriate thereto might be recorded in the General 
Register of Sasines. 



7. Register of Inventories of Heirs entering 
^* cum benefioio Inventarii." 

An heir on entering by service to the possession of an 
estate became liable for his ancestor's debts ; and as these 
might exceed the value of the estate, he was allowed a 
year and day after the ancestor's death for the purpose of 
deliberating whether he should enter or not. The law 
operated as a hardship both to heirs and creditors, and was 
frequently evaded by collusive expedients. To remove 
the hardship and prevent fraud, the Act 1695, c. 39, among 
other provisions, allowed the heir to ent^r upon inventory, 
" as use is in executries." Within the anntbs deliberandi 
he gave up, on oath, an inventory of the lands and other 
heritages to which he desired to enter. This inventory 
was lodged in the sheriff court of the county in which 
the lands lay, and an extract under the hands of the clerk 
of Court was directed to be recorded in the books of Council 
and Session in a separate register to be kept for the 
purpose. On complying with this provision the liability 
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of the heir for the debts of his ancestor was limited to the 
value of the lands given up in the inventory. 
The Eegister and Warrants consist of — 

1. 22 volumes, commencing 16th February, 1696, and 

ending 11th September, 1850, with a portfolio 
containing an unrecorded warrant and two leaves 
supplementary to Vol. 2. 

2. Minute Book in one volume, from 16th February, 1696> 

to 24th April, 1723, and from 9th February, 1758, 
to 25th November, 1816. 

3. The Warrants, consisting of*extracts of the oaths and 

inventories as rendered in the sheriff court from 
1696 to 1850, are contained in 29 portfolios. 
The register ceased to be kept in consequence of the 
operation of the Service of Heirs Act, 1847, which 
provided that an heir entering by special service or 
general service, with specification annexed, should be 
liable for his ancestor's debts only to the extent of the 
value of the lands entered on. 



8. The Register of Sasines. 

The transfer of lands and the act of giving sasine or 
possession to a new proprietor was, from the earliest times 
and in all countries, deemed of such importance as to 
require the utmost publicity, in order that reliable 
evidence of the transaction might be preserved. Even 
when a document of transfer came to be given it was con- 
sidered necessary, in Scotland, that the former proprietor 
should resign and his grantee enter on possession, in 
presence of witnesses assembled on the ground. In the 
case of a superior making a grant of lands to a vassal, the 
ceremony of investiture was performed in presence of the 
superior's court, and, in burgh lands, by the provost or 
bailie in presence of the burgh court or of a number of 
burgesses or neighbours assembled for the purpose. The 



^ 
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transaction was recorded in the Court books or left to be 
proved by the evidence of the witnesses and of continued 
possession. 

When written charters came into general use it was not 
unusual for the bailie to affix his seal to the charter in 
testimony of the execution of his office, or to indorse on it 
an attestation of the date when sasine was given and the 
names of the witnesses present. In the case of burgh lands, 
indeed, the bailie's seal continued to be affixed in evidence 
of actual sasine long after the date when separate notarial 
instruments were introduced. These instruments were 
probably suggested by the executions written on the 
precepts of sasine or mandates by the superior directing 
his bailie to give sasine to the vassal of the lands con- 
tained in his charter. Instruments of sasine at any rate 
appear about the beginning of the 15th century not long 
after the earliest known precepts, and were probably pre- 
ceded by the executions indorsed upon the precepts by 
the sheriff in the case of Crown lands, and by the 
superior's bailie in the case of sub-feus. 

But something more was wanted when the freedom of 
commerce in land became established, in order to give 
complete security to an onerous purchaser or lender against 
previous fraudulent alienations wilfully concealed by the 
seller or borrower. In two statutes, 10th December, 1540, 
c. 14, and 20th June, 1555, c. 21, we find the first 
suggestions of a public register of sasines. The former 
statute (ratified in 1587) provided, in the case of all sasines 
proceeding on Crown precepts, that the sheriff or sheriff 
clerk should enter the particulars in a book to be produced 
in Exchequer at the audit of his accounts, and to remain 
there, so that the king might know his tenants and ** all 
* * others having interest might have recourse thereto. " The 
Act of 14th March, 154^, declared the givers of fraudulent 
or concealed sasines infamous and the sasines themselves 
ineffective against bona fide possessors for year and day. 
The Act of 20th June, 1555, extended the provisions of the 
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Act 1540, c. 14, to sasines proceeding on other than Crown 
precepts by enacting that the takers of such sasines, either 
vassal or sub-vassal, should present their sasines to the 
sheriff clerk of the shire where the lands lay for entry in his 
court books and a double of these books to be left in 
Exchequer on behalf of all parties interested. By other 
statutes, in 1555 and 1567, special enactments were made 
for the registration of reversions or redeemable rights in 
the books of a judge-ordinary or of the shire or burgh 
where the lands were situated. 

These expedients, however, proved insufficient, and an 
Act of the Convention of Estates at Falkland in 1599, 
proceeding on the narrative of the great prejudice suffered 
by his majesty's subjects by the forging of private writs, 
especially instruments of sasine, reversions, &c., established 
a register to commence on 11th November, 1599, under 
the superintendence of the Secretary of State, and to be 
called the Secretary's Register, in which all such writs 
(excepting any recorded in the books of council and 
session and sasines of burgh lands) were directed to be 
recorded within forty days of their date under pain of 
nullity. The Act was ratified by Parliament on 15th 
November, 1600, and the register, which was a local one, 
kept in specified places for the various counties or districts 
into which the country was divided, was kept in at least 
most of these until suppressed, on 27th January, 1609, 
by an Act of Convention of that date, ratified by Parlia- 
ment on 24th June following. The reason given for its 
suppression was "the just grief and miscontentment 
" which the subjects of this kingdom of all degrees and 
" ranks has conceived upon the erection of that unnecessary 
'* register called the register of the secretary," which was 
considered as " serving for little or no other use than to 
"acquire gain and commodity to the clerks keepers 
"thereof, and to draw his majesty's good subjects to 
"needless extraordinary and most unnecessary trouble, 
"turmoil, fasherie, and expense." The language of the 
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Act suggests a sudden and possibly influential and inter- 
ested, rather than general, ebullition of resentment, for 
which the assigned reasons are barely sufficient, especially 
in view of the final establishment, with general accept- 
ance, of the present register of sasines only a few years 
later. 

This was accomplished by the Act of 28th June, 1617, 
c. 16, proceeding on the same narrative of the concealment 
of private rights, by which subsequent alienations for 
onerous causes were defeated, and which could not be 
avoided " unless the said private rights be made public 
* * and patent " to the lieges. The Act therefore established 
a public register under the control of the Lord Clerk- 
Eegister, in which it was provided that all " reversions, 
" regressses, bonds, and writs for making of reversions or 
** regresses, assignations thereto, discharges of the same, 
" renunciations of wadsets, and grants of redemption, and 
** siclike all instruments of sasine, shall be registrat 
" within three score days of after the date of the same." 
Failure in due registration made the writ of no faith in 
judgment by way of action or exception in prejudice of 
a third party acquiring a perfect and lawful right to the 
lands. A particular register was assigned to each of 
certain specified counties and districts into which the 
country was divided and a general register appointed to 
be kept in Edinburgh. Writs might be recorded either 
in the particular register or registers appropriate to the 
locality or localities in which the lands lay, or in the 
general register alone as applicable to all Scotland. 

Eoyal burghs were not included under the operation of 
this statute ; but in 1681 an Act was passed establishing 
similar burgh registers. These are kept by the town 
clerks and are not transmissible to the Eecord Office. 

Various modifications were from time to time made by 
which the utility of the registers was extended and their 
security as a criterion of preference in real rights con- 
firmed and improved. These, so far as necessary for the 
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purposes of this volume, may be briefly summarised. In 
1669 instruments of resignation ad remanentiam, by which 
a feu was extinguished and re-absorbed in the superior's 
estate, were made registrable in the same way as instru- 
ments of sasine. In 1693 infeftments in real rights were 
made preferable according to priority of registration. In 
the same year, in order to prevent irregularities which had 
occurred in the time and order of recording instruments, 
an Act was passed providing that the registrars should 
keep a minute book for the entry therein of the day and 
hour of the presentment of all writs, and the names and 
designations of the parties presenting them, that the entry 
so made should be signed by such parties as well as the 
keeper, and that the minute book so kept should be 
patent to the lieges gratis. In 1845 the ceremony of 
proceeding to the lands and taking infeftment there was 
declared unnecessary. The warrant or precept of sasine 
had long ceased to be a separate document, and formed a 
distinct clause inserted at the close of the charter or con- 
veyance or other writ, and the Act provided that infeftment 
should be taken by the production of such warrant to a 
notary and by expeding an instrument of sasine thereon. 
A farther provision allowed the registration of an 
instrument at any time in the life of the party grantee, 
the date of registration being taken to be the date of the 
instrument. In 1858 the Act 21 & 22 Victoria, c. 76, 
made the old instrument of sasine no longer necessary by 
giving the same force and effect to the registration of the 
conveyance or other writ requiring infeftment, having 
indorsed on it a brief warrant specifying the name and 
designation of the party on whose behalf registration was 
authorised, and, after 1868, the name of the county or 
counties in which the lands were situated. 

Leases of lands and heritages for 31 years and upwards 
were made registrable in the Eegister of Sasines by an 
Act passed in 1857. 
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The existence of a general register alongside of local 
registers, in which writs might be alternatively registered, 
was found inconvenient and expensive when search 
required to be made into the state of a title, although the 
local registers were transmissible to the Lord Clerk- 
Eegister as the volumes of record and minute books 
were completed. The question of consolidation into one 
central register was made the subject of detailed inquiry 
by a Parliamentary Committee, and as the result of that 
inquiry the Land Eegisters Act of 1868 was passed. By 
this Act it was enacted that the general register should be 
kept in county divisions, writs relating to land in more 
than one county being recorded simultaneously, in one 
division at length, and in the other division or divisions 
by memorandum, and that the whole particular registers 
should be discontinued not later than 31st December, 
1871. The dates of discontinuance of the several 
particular registers under the operation of this provision 
will be found below. 

* A printed abridgment, in county arrangement, but 
combining in one chronological series brief abstracts of 
the writs recorded in both the general and particular 
registers from 1781 downward was commenced about 1821 
by Mr. Thomas Thomson, Deputy Clerk-Eegister. This 
abridgment, with its indices, greatly facilitated the business 
of searching. The Act of 1 868 provided for its continuance 
with printed indices, both of persons and places, at the 
same time allowing the minutes to be substituted for the 
abridgments which were slightly different in form. This 
latter course has been adopted, and under a further pro- 
vision of the Act there is yearly transmitted from the 
Record Office to the sheriff clerk of each county a copy of 
the printed minute book of such county with its statutory 
indices. Spare copies of the older abridgments com- 
mencing in 1781, so far as these were available, were 
also transmitted that they might be used for searching 
purposes in the various districts. 



^ 
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The primary purpose of the Register of Sasines is the 
publication of land rights, and the deeds, when they are 
recorded, are returned to the party or his agent with a 
certificate of registration endorsed. In many cases, 
however, such deeds were frequently afterwards recorded 
for preservation in the register of deeds or books of 
Council and Session. To save the expense of this double 
registration the Act of 1868 also gave to registration in 
the Register of Sasines the same efiect as registration 
for preservation or preservation and execution in the 
books of Council and Session, should the parties so desire 
and present the deed with a warrant in the prescribed 
terms. The deeds so recorded are retained, transmitted 
to the keeper of the register of deeds, and by him finally 
deposited in the Record Office with the other warrants of 
his register, an extract or official copy being returned to 
the party by the keeper of the Register of Sasines. 

The Register of Sasines thus organised by successive 
statutes, and carried on practically without break since 
1617, has become increasingly important and valuable. 
The number of writs recorded has of late amounted in 
number to more than 45,000 yearly, and the annual 
increase to the accumulated records is about 800 folio 
volumes. 

The following statement includes the extant volumes 
of the Secretary's as well as the General and Particular 
Registers :— 

1. The Old General Register under the Act of 

1617. 

(1) Record, 3779 volumes, commencing 19th 
August, 1617, and ending 31st December, 1868. 

(2) Minute Books for the same period. 234 vols. 
The second volume, 28th May, 1652, to 7th 

December, 1657, contains also minutes of the 
particular register for Edinburgh, &c. 



\ 
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There are also duplicates or copies of the minute 
books from 25th October, 1699, to 8th July, 1848, 
in 72 vols. 

(3) Presentment Books from 1st January, 1822, 
to 31st December, 1868. 27 vols. 

2. Particular Eegisters. 

(1). Aberdeen and Kincardine shires, closed 6th Feb- 
ruary, 1869. 

Record of Secretary's Register (Aberdeen) from 
21st December, 1599, to 24th January, 1609. 
8 vols. 

The same (Kincardine) from 2nd January, 1600, 
to 6th December, 1608. 3 vols. 

Record of Particular Register — Aberdeen, from 
1st August, 1617, to 12th November, 1660. 21 
vols. Kincardine, from 2nd September, 1617, to 
22nd October, 1657. 6 vols. Aberdeen and 
Kincardine united, from 1st January, 1661, to 
close. 371 vols. 

Minute Books from 21st December, 1599, to 
13th November, 1648 (Aberdeen), and from 5th 
April, 1649, to close (both counties). 87 vols. 

(2), Argyll, Dumbarton, Bute, Arran, and Tarbert, 
closed 12th January, 1871. 

Record of Particular Register from 31st July, 
1617, to close. 238 vols. 

There is a gap from 24th September, 1622, to 
7th March, 1643, and from 26th December, 1660, 
to 8th July, 1673. 

Minute Books from 30th January, 1682, to close. 
62 vols. 

Gap from 15th June, 1748, to 25th June, 1754. 
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(3). Ayrshire and Bailiaries of Kyle, Oarrick, and 
Cunningham, closed 30th September, 1869. 

Record of Secretary's Register from 3rd 
December, 1599, to 26tli July, 1607. 4 vols. 

Record of the Particular Register from 31st 
July, 1617, to close. 505 vols., with copies of the 
first 4 vols. 

Minute Books from 26th August, 1661, to close. 
121 vols. 

(4). Banffshire, closed 27th February, 1869. 

Record of Secretary's Register from 16th Jan- 
uary, 1600, to 2nd January, 1609. 3 vols. 

Record of Particular Register from 1st Septem- 
ber, 1617, to close. 39 vols. 

Minute Books from 16th January, 1600, to 
close. 12 vols. 

(5). Berwickshire and Bailiary of Lauderdale, closed 
17th March, 1869. 

Record of Particular Register from 1st Decem- 
ber, 1617, to close. 106 vols. 

There are gaps from 10th August, 1624, to 6th 
February, 1632 ; from 2nd August, 1651, to 2nd 
June, 1658; and from 28th June, 1735, to 16th 
June, 1743. 

Minute Books from 14th February, 1667, to 
close. 25 vols. 

Gaps from 28th June, 1735, to 16th June, 1743, 
and from 1 2th August, 1 774, to 13th February, 1776. 

(6). Caithness-shire, closed 27th February, 1869. 

An Act of Parliament, 29th July, 1644, c. 275, 
narrates that previous to that date no register of 
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sasines had been kept for Caithness-shire, the 
inhabitants recording their writs in the register 
for Inverness-shire, and appoints a register to be 
thenceforth kept at Wick for the county. 

Record of Particular Register from 20th Sep- 
tember, 1646, to close. 36 vols. 

The first volume contains also Bonds of Caution 
in Lawborrows, &c., 1646 to 1674, appointed by 
the Act to be recorded in the sherifi* clerk's books. 

Minute Books from 26th April, 1675, to close. 
11 vols. 

(7). Dumfriesshire and Stewartries of Kirkcud- 
bright AND Annandale, closcd 30th September, 
1869. 

Record of Particular Register from 13th August, 
1617, to 10th March, 1620; 20th February, 1624, 
to 20th February, 1629 (43 folios wanting); 25th 
May, 1629, to 10th January, 1634; 1st April, 
1633, to 20th May, 1654 (scrolls only); 11th 
August, 1654, to 31st August, 1660 (one volume 
imperfect); and 30th March, 1671, to close. 
205 vols. 

Fragments of record, 1621 to 1681. 1 vol. 

Minute Books, 30th March, 1 67 1 , to close. 53 vols. 

Gap from 1679 to 1685. 

(8). Shires of Edinburgh, Haddington, Linlithgow, 
AND Bathgate, closed 6th February, 1869. 

Record of Secretary's Register for Edinburgh 
and Constabulary of Haddington from 7th Decem- 
ber, 1599, to 20th January, 1609. 8 vols. 

There are gaps from 6th March to 28th July, 
1604, and 15th June, 1605, to 10th April, 1606 ; 
and the last volume of the series is imperfect. 
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Record of the same register for Linlithgow and 
Bathgate, 11th November, 1599, to 21st April, 
1609. 3 vols. 

Record of the Particular Register from 19th 
August, 1617, to close. 2820 vols. 

Gap from 19th July, 1633, to 8th February, 1634. 

Minute Books, 19th August, 1617, to close. 
202 vols. [See also minute book of the General 
Register, 1652 to 1657.] 

There are also copies of the minute books from 
1718 to 1848 in 61 vols. 

(9). Elgin and Nairn shires, closed 27th February, 
1869. 

Record of the Particular Register from 30th 
August, 1617, to close. 53 vols. 

Gaps from 24th August, 1621, to 8th December, 
1624, and 1st December, 1664, to 3rd November, 
1666. 

Minute Books, 3rd November, 1666, to close. 
17 vols. The first volume is a copy. 

(10). FiFESHiRE, closed 12th January, 1871, and Kinross- 
shire to 13th June, 1685. 

The Act of 1617 appointed a particular register 
to be kept at Cupar for the shires of Fife and 
Kinross. On an enlargement of the boundaries 
of Kinross-shire, an Act, dated 13th June, 1685, 
appointed a particular register for that shire to 
be kept at Kinross. 

Record of Secretary's Register for Fife and 
Kinross from 20th January, 1603, to 20th 
November, 1604; 1st October, 1605, to 30th 
June, 1606; and 1st July, 1607, to 20th January, 
1609. 5 vols. 
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Record of Particular Register from 17th Sep- 
tember, 1617, to close. 398 vols. 

Gap from 31st March, 1657, to 1st February, 
1659. Another gap, from 26th September, 1715, 
to Ist December, 1719, is supplied by four bundles 
of scroll registers for that period. 

Minute Books, 17th September, 1617, to close. 
86 vols. Gaps from 1657 to 1659, and from 1690 
to 1698. 

(11). Forfarshire, closed 27th February, 1869. 

Record of the Particular Register from 6th 
September, 1620, to 17th January, 1621 ; 18th 
September, 1637, to 22nd March, 1658 ; and 14th 
November, 1660, to close. 503 vols. 

Minute Books, 14th November, 1660, to close. 
116 vols. 

(12). Inverness, Ross, Sutherland, and Cromarty 
SHIRES, closed 6th February, 1869. 

Record of Secretary's Register from 3rd Febru- 
ary, 1606, to 3rd May, 1608. 1 vol. 

Record of Particular Register from 14th August, 
1617, to close. 82 vols. 

There are gaps from 28th June, 1621, to 24th 
April, 1624; 15th May, 1643, to 11th February, 
1648; and from 14th September, 1660, to 22nd 
August, 1661. 

Writs relating to Caithness-shire are recorded 
in this register up to 1644. 

Minute Books, 14th February, 1663, to close. 
25 vols. 



M 
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(13). Kinross-shire, closed 31st December, 1871. 

[See Fife and Kinross.] 

Record of the Particular Register from 2nd 
July, 1688, to close. 47 vols. 

Minute Books, 2nd July, 1688, to close. 14 
vols. 

There is a gap both in the record and minute 
book from 16th September, 1734, to 12th April, 
1743. 

(14). Lanarkshire (excepting the barony and regality 
of Glasgow), closed 17th March, 1869. 

Record of the Particular Register from 21st 
March, 1618, to close. 290 vols. 

To 1660 the registers for the Nether and Over 
Wards are kept separately. 

There are gaps from 9th July, 1636, to 27th 
May, 1648 (Nether Ward) ; 22nd December, 1641, 
to 25th July, 1654 (Over Ward); and 16th 
September, 1653, to 31st August, 1654 (Nether 
Ward). 

Minute Books, 14th March, 1622, to close. 
64 vols. 

There is a gap from 1626 to 1662. 

(15). Orkney and Shetland, closed 6th February, 1869. 

Record of the Particular Register — 

For Orkney only, from 1st September, 1617, to 
9th June, 1656. 11 vols. 

Of the original 11 volumes four are wanting, 
their places being supplied by duplicates. There 
are, besides, three duplicates of extant originals. 

There is a gap from 15th July, 1626, to 8th 
May, 1630. 



179 
Class III. — continued,] [Sasine Registers. 

For Shetland only, from 1st July, 1623, to 1st 
March, 1672. 3 vols. 

For Orkney and Shetland, from 8th June, 1661, 
to 5th December, 1752. 9 vols., with duplicates 
of 2 vols. 

For Orkney only, from 25th June, 1753, to 
close. 43 vols. 

For Shetland only, 11th October, 1744, to close. 
25 vols. 
Minute Books — 

For Orkney and Shetland, 8th June, 1661, to 
5th December, 1752. 3 vols. 

For Orkney only, 25th June, 1753, to close. 
17 vols. 

For Shetland only, 11th October, 1744, to close. 
10 vols. 

(16). Perthshire (excepting the stewartry of Menteith), 
closed 12th January, 1871. 

Record of Secretary's Register from 3rd August, 
1601, to 10th June, 1609. 7 vols. 

Record of Particular Register from 12th August, 
1617, to close. 367 vols. 

There is a gap from 24th March, 1621, to 11th 
November, 1624, and from 2nd October, 1736, 
to 4th April, 1738. 

Minute Books, Ist November, 1660, to close. 
83 vols., with a duplicate of one volume. 

There is a gap between November, 1667, and 
April, 1671, and from 2nd October, 1736, to 4th 
April, 1738. 

(17). Renfrewshire and Barony and Regality of 
6las(K)W, closed 30th March, 1871. 

Record of Particular Register from 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1641, to close. 8023 vols. 
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There are gaps from 30th October, 1652, to 
22nd August, 1654; from 1st July, 1657, to 6th 
February, 1661 ; and from 17th October, 1688, 
to 7th July, 1693. 

Minute Books, 6th February, 1661, to close. 
269 vols. 

Gap from 1st August, 1683, to 7th July, 1693. 

(18). Roxburgh, Selkirk, and Peebles smRES, closed 
30th September, 1869. 

Kecord of Particular Register from 26th July, 
1617, to close. 232 vols. 

Gaps from 24th June, 1621, to 14th February, 
1622; from 20th April, 1643, to 9th September, 
1656; and from 18th December, 1658, to 28th 
February, 1661. 

Minute Books from 15th November, 1624, to 
close. 57 vols. 

Gaps from 1633 to 1666 and 1715 to 1735. 

(19). Stirling and Clackmannan shires and Stewartry 
OF Menteith, closed 12th January, 1871. 

Record of Particular Register from 2nd August, 
1617, to close. 349 vols. 
Minute Books, 15th April, 1685, to close. 87 vols. 

(20). WiGTOWNSfflRE, closed 30th September, 1869. 

Record of Particular Register from 13th August, 
1619, to close. 38 vols. 

Minute Books from 21st January, 1620, to close. 
12 vols. 
The extant sasine records up to 31st December, 1868, 
including the secretary's register, number 12,642 folio 
volumes, besides minute books. 
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3. The Current General Register, in County 

Divisions. 

The record volumes transmitted up to date number 
20,255 volumes, besides minute and presentment books. 

The Land Registers Act of 1868 took effect from and 
after 31st December of that year, and since then all writs 
presented for registration in the General Register of Sasines 
have been recorded in their appropriate county divisions. 
To allow time, however, for the organisation of the register, 
the particular or local registers were not all closed simul- 
taneously, but on varying dates, under the operation of 
section 8, up to 31st December, 1871. It was competent 
therefore to record writs in the particular registers up to 
the dates when they were respectively closed, and many 
writs were so recorded. 

The Act of 1868 assigned a separate division to the 
barony and regality of Glasgow, and an Act was passed in 
1871 to remove doubts as to the boundary of that district. 
Another Act, passed in 1891, provided that the orders of the 
Boundary Commissioners under the Local Government Act 
of 1889 should not come into operation for the purpose of 
the regulation of writs in the appropriate divisions of the 
register before 15th May, 1892, and declared that it should 
not be necessary to keep separate divisions for the counties 
of Orkney and Shetland, for which, in point of fact, only 
one division had till then been kept. The Local Govern- 
ment Act united the counties of Ross and Cromarty, and 
since Ist November, 1889, only one division of the 
register has been assigned to these counties. 



0. Notarial Protocols. 

The duties discharged by notaries public in the pre- 
servation by means of formal instruments of the evidence 
of transactions between private parties, at a period when 
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the qualifications necessary for a written record of such 
transactions were possessed by few, have been already 
alluded to in the remarks introductory to the Register of 
Deeds. Originally appointed as civil ofl&cials under the 
empire, they latterly also received the license of the Church, 
and under this twofold sanction their acts were recognised 
as valid throughout Europe. In Scotland, as in other 
countries, however, claiming to exercise sovereign rights 
within their own territories, recognition was ultimately 
refused to imperial notaries unless examined by •their 
ordinary and approved by the King. This was accom- 
plished by an Act of the Scottish Parliament passed in 
1469, which, while making the above provision's to 
imperial notaries, allowed credit to be continued to those 
appointed by the Pope. 

Many other Acts were from time to time passed for 
regulating their examination and appointment and for the 
punishment of false or fraudulent notaries. In 1567 the 
Act adopting the reformed religion prohibited the admis- 
sion of notaries who were not of the received faith. 

The protocol books kept by notaries contained a record 
of their official acts, and, in absence of the original 
instruments, were frequently used in evidence and for 
** transumpts " or extracts. The statute 1555, c. 18, 
ordained these books to be produced before the Council 
on admission of a notary that the leaves might be numbered 
and the blanks marked ; and the Act 1587, c. 29, ordained 
all protocol books to be lodged with the Clerk-Register 
afterthe death of the owner. The Act 1617, c. 22, repeated 
this provision, but directed protocols belonging to the 
clerks of royal burghs to be delivered to the provost and 
bailies. 

These books are valuable as containing a record of 
sasines in land and of other private transactions of which 
the originals are no longer extant, or a contemporary 
register is unavailable. The Acts ordaining their delivery 
to the Clerk-Register seem never to have been very strictly 




183 

Class III. — continued,] [Notarial Protocols, 

observed, and the number given up is comparatively small. 
Protocols are not now, in practice, kept. 

The following is an alphabetical list of those preserved, 
giving, in addition to the name of the notary, the period 
covered and the districts embraced in each volume : — 

(1) Protocol Books. 

AUane, Robert, 1662-1675, Lanark. Vol. 107. 
Anderson, Thomas, 1 562-1 576, Kirkcudbright. Vol. 24. 
Andersone, Robert, 1663-1670, Aberdeen. Vol. 115. 
Amot, Archibald, 1652-1655, Perth. Vol. 95. 
Auchinleck, Thomas, 1576-1615, Orkney, Shetland, 
Forfar, and Banff. Vol.. 36. 

Baillie, A., 1706-1712, Edinburgh. This volume con- 
tains the instrument made on the lodging of the 
Scottish Regalia in Edinburgh Castle, and is placed 
among the Regalia papers ante, 

Barclay, Charles, 1695-1709, Ayr. Vol. 152. 

Bayne, David, 1694-1695, Fife. Vol. 151. 

Bisset, William, 1661-1678, Pei-th. Vol. 102. 

Blak, Andrew, 1670-1680, Perth. Vol. 129. 

Boig, John, 1674-1678, Berwick, Haddington, Rox- 
burgh, Lanark. Vol. 136. 

Borthwik, James, 1581-1594, Edinburgh. Vol. 41. 

Brodie, John, 1698-1711, Perth. Vol. 153. 

Brotherstaines, James, 1694 (admission only). Vol. 150. 

Broun, Henry, 1630-1653, Perth. Vol. 78. 

Brown, John, 1683 (admission only). Vol. 144. 

Brown, Ronald, 1584-1607, Perth, Forfar. Vol. 43. 

Buchanan, John, 1616-1625, Perth, Stirling. Vol. 70. 

Butter, James, 1632-1658, Perth, Edinburgh, Orkney, 
Berwick. Vol. 82. 

Carsuell, John, 1664-1672, Fife, Auchtermuchty. 
Vol. 119. 
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CarsweU, Patrick, 1623-1664, Fife. Vol. 75. 

Chalmer, William, 1597-1600, Aberdeen, Banff, Kin- 
cardine, Ross. Vol. 60. 

Christison, Sir John, 1518-1551, Aberdeen, Kincardine. 
Vol. 2. 

Colville, James, 1545-1578, Ayr. Vol. 11. 

Corbet, Sir William, 1529-1555, Roxburgh, Berwick. 
Vol. 4. 

Craig, Sir C, 1547-1552, Dumfries. Vol. 13a. 

Crawfurd, Alexander, 1682-1687, Linlithgow, Fife, 
Edinburgh, Haddington, &c. Vol. 142. 

Crawfard, John, 1541-1550, Ayr, Dumbarton. Vol. 8. 

Cumming, William, 1564-1573, 1573-1581, and 1581- 
1589, Inverness, Ross, Cromarty, Nairn, &c. 
Vols. 25, 32, and 40. 

Cuthbert, James, 1664-1676, Aberdeen. Vol. 116. 

Cuthbert, John, 1680 (admission only). Vol. 140. 

Dalrymple, Sir Thomas, 1555-1557, Fife. Kinross. 
Vol. 19. 

Don, William, 1691-1702,Edinbui-gh, Peebles, Lanark, 
Selkirk, Roxburgh, and Dumfries. VoL 148. 

Donaldson, David, 1575, Fife. Vol. 34. 

Donaldson, John, 1624-1644, Inverness, Elgin, &c. 
Vol. 77. 

Douglas, Alexander, 1636-1650, Edinburgh, Hadding- 
ton, Fife, Peebles, Dumfries, Lanark, &c. Vol. 84. 

Douglas, Sir William, 1555-1579, Inverness, Nairn, 
Elgin, &c. Vol. 18. 
— Drummond, Andrew, 1561-1583, Perth. Vol. 23. 

Dunbar, John, 1586-1589, Elgin. Vol. 47. 

Fleming, Michael, 1530-1537, Lanark, Glasgow 

Regality. Vol. 5. 
Forbes, Alexander, 1633-1668, Aberdeen. Vol. 83. 
Forbes, David, 1657-1659, Orkney and Zetland. 

Only part is used as a protocol book, the 
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remainder and larger portion being a record of 

testaments for 1663. See Commissariot Records 

of Orkney and Shetland. 
Forsythe, William, 1603-1634, Elgin and Forres. 

Vol. 65. 
~ Fonlis, John, 1566-1570, The Lothians, Stirling, 

Lanark, Peebles, Roxburgh, and Perth. Vol. 27. 
Fowlis, John, 1561-1 566, The Lothians, Forfar, Berwick, 

&c. Vol. 22. 
Fraser, Andrew, 1607-1619, Inverness, Ross, &c. 

Vol. 67a. 
Fraser, James, 1588-1593, Berwick, Edinburgh. Vol.52. 
Frenche, Robert, 1596-1608, Fife. Vol. 57. 
Fyff, George, 1573-1587, Forfar, Kincardine, Aberdeen. 

Vol. 33. 

Garven, Gilbert, 1605-1613, Ayr. Vol. 67. 
Garven, Hugh, 1605, Ayr. Vol. 66. 
— ^ Gaw, Sir Alexander, 1540-1558, Fife, Perth, Kinross. 

Vol. 7. 
~ Gibson, Alexander, 1572-1589, Perth. Vol. 31. 

Gibsone, James, 1663-1681, Dumfries, Kirkcudbright. 

Vol. 112. 
Goldie, Thomas, 1679-1681, Dumfries, Kirkcudbright. 

Vol. 139. 
Gordon, John, 1632-1667, Inverness, Cromarty, &c. 

Vol. 80. 
Gordone, William, 1670, admission only. Vol. 128. 
Gourlaw, Patrick, 1637-1664. Perth, Forfar. Vol. 86. 
Gray, Charles, 1638-1685, Ayr. Vol. 87. 

- Gray, Duncan, 1554-1572, Perth, Forfar. Vol. 16. 

- Grote, Gilbert, 1552-1573, Edinburgh, Perth, Fife, Ayr, 

Haddington, Aberdeen, Argyll, Orkney. Vol. 15. 

^ Harlaw, James, 1547-1585, Lanark, Fife, Renfrew, 
Edinburgh, Haddington, Ayr, Roxburgh, Stirling, 
Perth, Berwick, &c. Vol. 12. 
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Harlaw, James, 1596-1616, Edinburgh, BLaddington, 
Banff, Berwick, Linlithgow, Fife, Dumbarton, &c. 
Vol. 58. 

Hay, Patrick, 1663-1668, Aberdeen, Banff, Kincardine. 
Vol. 114. 

Hay, Robert, 1652-1658, Perth. Vol. 96. 

Henderson, Robert, 1666-1700, Kinross. Vol. 123. 

Hogg, Andrew, 1686-1691, Berwick, Roxburgh, Sel- 
kirk. Vol. 146. 

Inglis, Thomas, 1597-1608, Renfrew, Ayr, Dumbarton, 

Lanark. Vol. 59. 
Innes, John, 1662-1664, Elgin and Forres. Vol. 110. 
Innes, William, 1675-1677, Banff. Vol. 137. 

^ Jaffray, George, 1654-1659, Edinburgh. Vol. 98. 
' Jak, James, 1602-1606, Fife. Vol. 64. 
.. Justice, James, 1587-1607, The Lothians, Fife, Forfar, 
Clackmannan, &c. Vol. 50. 

Keltic, Adam, 1620-1631, Perth, Forfar. Vol. 72. 
Ker, Andrew, 1631-1642, 1649-1654, and 1664-1665, 

Linlithgow and Stirling. Vols. 79, 92, and 118. 
Ker, Robert, 1613-1621 and 1622-1631, Linlithgow 

and Stirling. Vols. 69 and 74. 

Lawson, Alexander, 1570-1590; and 1590-1602. 
Temple lands in many counties. Vols. 30 and 53. 

Leidhous, James, 1673-1680, Roxburgh. Vol. 134. 

Lesles, William, 1661-1673, Edinburgh, Perth. 
Vol. 101. 

Leslie, William, 1662-1665, Aberdeen. Vol. 106. 

Lindsay, David, 1673-1693, Perth. Vol. 133. 

Lindsay, Thomas, 1567-1602, Lanark, Peebles, Edin- 
burgh. Vol. 28. 

Lockhart, John, 1672-1676, Ayr. Vol. 132. 

Lumsdane, Robert, 1538-1562, Aberdeen. Vol. 6. 



■> 
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M^Ewen, David, 1814-1834, Dundee. Vol. 159. 
M^Kerrel, William, 1585-1629, Ayr. Vol. 44. 
M'Lenan, Alexander, 1669-1680, Ross, Inverness. 

Vol. 126. 
M*Nele, John, 1555-1559, Edinburgh, Fife. Part of 

Vol. 17. 

— Makraith, Robert, 1596-1614, Perth. Vol. 56. 
Maistertoune, Alexander, 1667-1678, Fife. Vol. 124. 
Malcolme, William, 1671-1684, Fife. Vol. 130. 
Masoun, John, 1576-1593, Ayr. Vol. 37. 
Masoun, John, 1584-1612. Vol. 42. A small volume 

of 200 pages containing business memoranda. 
Melville, Michael, 1632-1650, Fife, Berwick, and The 

Lothians. Vol. 81. 
Mersar, William, 1586-1594, Haddington. Vol. 45. 

— Merschell, Thomas, 1590-1601, Perth. Vol. 54. 
-Millar, Archibald, 1570-1581, The Lothians, Fife, 

Kincardine, Wigtown, Ayr, Perth, Aberdeen, 

Lanark, Renfrew, Regality of Dalkeith chiefly. 

Vol. 29. 
Millar, Archibald, 1609-1612, Edinburgh, Regality of 

Dalkeith. Vol. 68. 
Moir, John, 1689 (admission only). Vol. 147. 
Moir, John, 1691-1697. Vol. 149. 
Moncriefi; John, 1691-1697. Vol. 149. 
Munro, Hugh, 1676-1678, Ross, Sutherland. Vol. 138. 
Murray, Patrick, 1722-1732, Perth. Vol. 157. 

— Muschet, John, 1586-1593, Stiriing, Vol. 46. 

Nairn, Alexander, 1661 (admission only). Vol. 100. 
-^ Nicolson, James, 1545-1579, Peebles, Ayr, The 

Lothians, Fife, Clackmannan, Stirling, Renfrew, 

Roxburgh, Aberdeen, &c. Vol. 10. 
Nicolsone, John, 1624-1649, Edinburgh, Lanark, 

Berwick, Roxburgh. Vol. 76. 

OHphant, Laurence, 1671-1687, Perth. Vol. 131. 
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Patersone, John, 1684 (admission only). Vol. 145. 

Peirsone, David, 1649-1663, Kirkcudbright, Forfar. 
Vol. 93. 

Petrie, James, 1653-1664, Elgin, Forres, Banff, Aber- 
deen. Vol. 97. 

Petrie, William, 1664-1704, Peith. Vol. 120. 

— Pollock, Robert, 1541-1550, Perth, Stirling. Vol. 9. 
Prestonn, Henry, 1547-1551, Ayr, Elgin, and Forres. 

Vol. 13. 

— Primrose, James, 1598-1624, Edinburgh, Linlithgow, 

Fife, Perth. Vol. 61. 

Quhytt, William, 1662, Perth. Vol. 108. 

Renkine, William, 1586-1607, Ayr. Vol. 49. 
Robertson, John, 1580-1598, Aberdeen. Vol. 39. 

— Robeson, John, 1551-1558, Edinburgh; 1558-1563, 

Edinburgh, Renfrew ; 1561-1569, Edinburgh, 
Haddington, Peebles; 1569-1572, Edinburgh 
and Fife ; and 1578-1580, Edinburgh. Vols. 14, 
part of 17, 20, 21, and 38. 

Ross, Alexander, 1661-1670, Ross, Inverness, &c. 
Vol. 103. 

Ross, Gavin, 1512-1524 and 1527-1532, Ayr. 
Vols. 1 and 3. 

Sandesone, Alexander, 1636-1653, Aberdeen. Vol. 85. 
Sandilands, John, 1649-1664, Aberdeen. Vol. 91. 
-- Schaw, John, 1599-1603, Perth. Part of Vol. 51. 
Schaw, Robert, 1664-1681, Fife. Vol. 117. 
Scot, Robert, 1621-1645, Edinburgh, Peebles. Vol. 73. 
Scott, James, 1642-1675, Haddington, Edinburgh. 

Vol. 90. 
Scott, John, 1564-1575 and 1575-1586, Fife. 

Vols. 26 and 35. 
Seton, William, 1713-1738, Edinburgh, Haddington, 

Lanark, Berwick, Fife, Forfar, Perth. Vol. 156. 



■^ 
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Shaw, John, 1698-1707, Lanark, Linlithgow. Vol. 154. 
Shortus, Eobert, 1590-1619, Haddington. Vol. 55. 
Sibbald, George, 1639-1658, Roxburgh, Berwick, Fife, 

Edinburgh, Selkirk, Haddington. Vol. 89. 
Skene, James, 1639-1650, Aberdeen. A portfolio of 

sasines and other instruments. No. 88. 
Skene, Robert, 1600-1601, Aberdeen. Vol. 63. 
— Small, John, 1587, Perth. Part of Vol. 51. 

Smieton, James, 1642. A burgh court bock of Inver- 

keithing partly used for protocols. See Local 

Court Records. 
Smith, WUliam, 1661-1677, Aberdeen. Vol. 105. 
Smith, William, 1665-1 682, Berwick, Roxburgh. Vol. 

121. 
Stewart., Alexander, 1662-1666, Elgin and Forres, 

Aberdeen. Vol. 109. 
Stewart, James, 1680-1717, Inverness, Elgin and 

Forres, &c. Vol. 141. 
Swane, James, 1649-1660, Aberdeen. Vol. 94. 
Swane, William, 1598-1623, Edinburgh, Haddington. 

Vol. 62. At the end of this volume are MS. 

" observations on the practique of the Sessioune 

*' Hous by Sir Robert Spottiswoode." 
Swintoun, Alexander, 1656, Edinburgh (one entry). 

Vol. 99. 
Syme, Patrick, 1668, Perth (one entry). Vol. 125. 

Tais, John, 1665-1676, Perth. Vol. 122. 
Taylor, John, 1725-1765, Aberdeen. Vol. 158. 
Thomson, Alexander, 1691-1697. Vol. 149. 

Urquhart, Thomas, 1663, Aberdeen (one entry). 
Vol. 113. 

Vans, John, 1586-1610, Renfrew. Vol. 48. 
Veitch,William, 1 691-1 71 2, Peebles, Edinburgh,Lanark, 
Stirling, Roxburgh, Fife, Dumfries. Vol. 149a. 
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Wardrop, William, 1708-1709, Edinburgh, Linlithgow. 

Vol. 155. 
Warrand, David, 1662, admission only. Vol. 111. 
White (see Quhytt). 

Wichtane, Thomas, 1619-1637, Forfar. Vol. 71. 
Wilkie, Eichard, 1673-1681, Edinburgh. Vol. 135. 
Williamsone, John, 1661-1681 and 1682-1696, Perth. 

Vols. 104 and 143. 

Young, Patrick, 1669-1676, Haddington. Vol. 127. 

(2) Register of the Admission of Notaries. 

1. Becoi'd, 

49 volumes, commencing 23rd November, 1563, and 
ending 19th July, 1873. 

An index is attached to each volume, beginning with 
Vol. 34 in 1788. There is a separate index of admissions 
from 1680 to 1792. 

The register originated with the Act 1563, c. 17. 

2. Wa/rrants, 

(1) From 1577 to 1591 and 1619 to 1709, bound in two 

volumes, with an index. 

(2) 1736 to 1873 in 32 portfolios. 

Since 1873 the warrants are not recorded at length, 
but are transmitted yearly. 



10. Original Charters, Instruments and other 
Writs, Style Books, Transcripts, and 
Inventories of Titles. 

Besides the original documents which form the 
warrants of the Eegister of Deeds, and of the Commis- 
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sariot and other registers already mentioned, there is a 
large accumulation of original deeds, dating from the 
reign of Malcolm IV. Collections made by the late 
Cosmo Innes, Esq., and Sheriff Hunter Thorns, and by 
Sir James Balfour Paul or his predecessors in the Lyon 
Office, and W. Moir Bryce, Esq., have been made over 
and added to these. The whole have been incorporated 
and chronologically arranged, and are in course of being 
calendared and indexed. The calendar is completed to 
1586 and the indices to 1567. 

A separate collection of charters and other titles of the 
old family of Swinton of Swinton has also been deposited 
by Captain GFeorge H. T. Swinton, and is completely 
calendared and indexed. 

In the absence, in many cases, of original documents 
as well as public registers, valuable information is not 
unfrequently obtained from MS. Style Books and collec- 
tions of transcripts or drafts formed by practising lawyers 
for professional use or reference, and from old inventories 
of titles. 23 volumes of these are preserved in the 
Eecord Office, embracing, among others, the Style Books 
of Oliver Colt, a well-known advocate of the time of 
James VI. ; Eobert Alexander of Blackhouse, town clerk 
of Paisley ; Eobert Park, advocate, clerk of Assembly and 
town clerk of Glasgow (c. 1648-1694), a small but thick 
and closely-written volume, supposed to have belonged 
to Sir George Mackenzie; and a collection in three volumes 
of deeds and instruments relating to the burgh lands of 
Hawick. Several of the volumes include styles of process 
and of royal signatures, as well as of deeds. The 
volumes vary in date from before 1600 to about 1760, 
but the documents transcribed go back to the 14th 
century. 



CLASS IV. 



ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 
RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS. 



1. The Church. 

Of the records of the pre-Refonnation Church which 
escaped dispersal or destruction about the time when the 
reformed religion was adopted, most are in other public 
collections or in private hands, and are accessible in the 
volumes issued by the Abbotsford, Bannatjme, Maitland, 
and other clubs. A few volumes of the judicial records of 
the diocese of St. Andrews, an early register of the diocese 
of Glasgow, and other registers, accounts or rentals of 
some of the abbeys, with a collection of papal bulls and 
other original documents, form the only older Church 
records properly so called now in custody of the Clerk- 
Register. 

The later and larger series relate to the administration 
of the benefices and teinds annexed to the Crown or 
appropriated to the support of the reformed ministry after 
the adoption of the protestant religion, and consequent on 
the measures taken for the sufficient support of the 
ministers, the revocation by Charles I. of all preceding 
grants of Church lands and benefices and the surrenders 
made thereupon, and, finally, the resumption by the 
Crown at the Revolution of the bishops' rents and teinds. 
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So far as these records remain in the custody of the clerk 
of the Court of Teinds, they will be found described in the 
Appendix. The following lists embrace only those pre- 
served in the Eecord Office : — 

(1) Records, chiefly PRE-REFORMA'noN. 

Diocese of St. Andrews. 

(1) Liber Sententiarum Officialis S. Andree 
principalis. 1 vol., 1541 to 1553. 

(2^ Liber Actorum Officialis S. Andree. 1 
vol., 1546 to 1549. 

(3) Liber Sententiarum Officialis S. Andree infra 
Laudoniam. 1 vol., 1513 to 1541, with a frag- 
ment dating 1522 to 1544. 

(4) Liber Actorum Officialis S. Andree infra 
Laudoniam. 1 vol., 1551 to 1553. 

(5) Constitutiones Procuratorum in curia 
Consistoriali S. Andree. 1 vol., 1564 to 1566. 

Diocese of Glasgow. 

Registrum Episcopatus Glasguensis. 1 vol., 

1116 to 1476. 
Abbey of Arbroath : Cartulary of the abbey lands, 1600 

to 1715. 1 vol. 
Abbey of Cupar in Angus. 

(1) Registrum Assedationum B.Marie de Cupro. 
2 vols., 1443 to 1559. 

(2) Liber Compositionum B. Marie de Cupro. 
1 vol., 1543 to 1562, with a rental of the abbey 
lands, &c., in 1542. 

(3) Rental of the abbey in 1587. 
Abbey of Dunfermline. 

Registrum Assedationum. 1 vol., 1557 to 1585. 
Abbey of Holyrood. 

Register of Tacks, &c. 1 vol., 1545 to 1567. 
Two original precepts, dated respectively in 1535 
and 1584, are inserted. 
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Abbey of Jedbubgh. 

Register of Charters. 1 vol., 1487 to 1596. 
Pbovostky of LnrcLCDEX. 

Register of Charters. 1 vol., 1517 to 1564. 
General. 

(1) Rentals and acconnts of religions honses. A 
portfolio of detached papers, with an inventory, 
1465 to 1634, and one volume, undated. 

(2) Rentals of the chaplainries of the Black- 
fiiars, Greyfriars, and other religions orders in the 
burghs of Dundee, Brechin, Montrose, St. Andrews, 
Cupar, Perth, Stirling, Ayr, and Irvine, judicially 
declared in 1573 before commissioners appointed 
for " taking order for the poor and visiting the 
" infefkments given to burghs." 

(3) Taxations on the Scottish benefices during 
the 16th century. The first taxation is imperfect. 
Other three are undated. The last is for the ex- 
penses of delegates to be sent to the Council of 
Trent in 1546. 

(4) Collection of papal bulls, processes, 4c.. 
from 1145 to 1699, with an inventory. 

(2) Post-Reformation Records. 

1. Records and Accounts relating to Church Lands and 

Benefices. 

1 Assumptions of the thirds of benefices in the counties 
of Fife, Edinburgh, Haddington, Berwick, Rox- 
burgh, Peebles, Dumfries, Perth, Forfiar. Kin- 
cardine, Aberdeen, and Moray. 1561. A con- 
temporary copy. 1 vol. 

This is a rental of the temporality and spiritu- 
ality of benefices, with deductions of the thirds 
assumed by the Crown at the Reformation . Another 
volume, original, is preserved in the Advocates' 
library. 
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2. Volume containing a memorial or extract of the King's 

patrimony and of the thirds of all benefices, great 
and small, given up by the possessors thereof to 
the Lords Commissioners appointed for that efiect. 
n.d. 

3. Eegister of the ministers and their stipends, 1567 to 

1574. Contains a register of the stipends and 
pensions payable to the superintendents, ministers, 
exhorters, readers, certain officers of the Church, 
and, under a separate heading, to John Knox. 
4.. Eegister of the abbreviates of feu charters of Kirk 
lands granted prior to the act of annexation in 
1587 and produced to the treasurer for the ascer- 
tainment of the duties and compositions payable 
to the Crown to which the superiorities were 
annexed. 2 vols. 

5. Minutes of feu charters produced to the treasurer 

since the act of annexation, 1588. 1 vol. 

6. Volume containing Acts of Parliament and Privy 

Council relating to the Church, General Assemblies, 
&c., 1571 to 1607. 

7. Charge of the temporality of all Kirk lands debited 

to the collector in his accounts. 2 volumes, one 
for the north and the other for the south side of 
the Forth. 

8. Accounts of the collector-general of the thirds of 

benefices, 1561 to 1597. 22 vols. Gaps : 1564, 
1569-1572, 1575, 1587, and 1591 to 1594. 

9. Accounts of the sub-collectors of the thirds. 12 

vols. Bach volume relates to difierent groups of 
counties. Dates various, from 1563 to 1573. 

1 . Eegister of the assignation and modification of stipends, 

1576 to 1615. 10 vols. Gaps : 1581 to 1584, 
1587, 1592, 1598, 1602-1606, and 1609 to 1613. 

11. The superplus of the thirds of benefices, 1594 to 1609. 

A volume containing an account of the thirds, the 
various assignations and allocations thereof for 
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stipends, &c.,and a deduction of the surplus payable 
to the Crown. 

12. List of the kirks and patronages belonging to His 

Majesty and presentations thereto passing the 
privy seal, 1597 to 1649. 1 vol. 

13. Eegister of presentations to benefices, 1567 to 1663. 

7 vols. Gap: 1588-1594. 

14. Eegister of acts of caution for presentees to benefices, 

1592 to 1625. 2 vols. 

15. Eegister of signatures of the temporality of benefices. 

See ante, p. 157. 



2. Bishops' Rents, 

1. Eentals of the bishopric of Orkney, in 3 volumes, 

1595, 1696, and one without date. 

2. Eental of the archbishopric of St. Andrews, c. 1665. 

One small volume, apparently incomplete. 

3. Chamberlain's Accounts of the archbishopric of St. 

Andrews, 1681-1684. 

4. Miscellaneous Eentals and Accounts relating to the 

archbishoprics of St. Andrews and Glasgow, and 
bishoprics of Caithness, Dunkeld, the Isles, Orkney, 
and Boss, quots of testaments, &c., 1534 to 1795, 
1 portfolio. 

5. Collector's Accounts, 1687 to 1705, in 5 portfolios. 

6. Collector's Accounts, bishopric of Orkney, 1669 to 

1707, in 2 portfolios. 

7. Vouchers of the Collector's Accounts from 1715 to 

1770, in 12 portfolios. 

8. Accounts of Bests (arrears), Eentals, &c., 1689 to 

1707, in 1 portfolio. 

9. Accounts of the Solicitor of Tythes with reference to 

the bishops' tythes, 1710 to 1745, with vouchers, 
in 2 portfolios. 
The following are among the records of the office of the 
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Pipe in Exchequer, so far as these have been transmitted 
and arranged : — 

10. General and detailed Accounts of the bishops' rents, 

1715 to 1821. 43 rolls. 

11. Accounts of the revenue of the archbishopric of 

Glasgow leased for the benefit of Glasgow 
University, in original and duplicate, 1706 to 1824. 
40 rolls. 

12. Accounts of the revenue of the bishopric of Dunkeld 

granted for behoof of Highland schools, 1732 to 
1744 (feu and other duties) and 1777 to 1820. 
10 rolls. 

13. Accounts of the bishopric of Orkney, 1715-16 and 

1722 to 1774. 12 rolls. 

14. Accounts of the bishopric of Boss, 1726 to 1831. 

32 rolls. 

15. Accounts of the General Collector and Chamberlain, 

with the rents of the archbishopric of St. Andrews 
and bishoprics of Edinburgh, Galloway, Brechin, 
Dunkeld, Dunblane, Aberdeen, Moray, and Caith- 
ness, for 1758 and 1759. 

16. Account of the moderator and provincial synod of 

Argyll of their management of the rents of the 
bishopric of Argyll and the Isles, 1782 to 1793. 

3. Registers relating to the Temple Lands or Lands of the 

Knights Templa/rs. 

1. The Begality of Torphichen. 

(1) Minutes of Evidents or titles of the Temple 
lands, 1580 to 1615. 4 vols. 

(2) Bentals, 1600-1604, 1 vol.; and another 
rental in one volume without date. 

2. Begality of Drem. 

(1) Cartulary, 1732 to 1739. 1 vol. 

(2) Portfolio of transcripts of charters, minutes 
of evidents, &c., 1470 to 1731. 
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4. Miscellaneous. 

1. Eegister of the Kirk Session of Edinburgh, 1574-5. 

1vol. 

2. Collection of miscellaneous papers relating to the 

Church, 1527 to 1770 2 portfolios, with inventory, 

3. Bonds by ministers engaging to pray for King 

William and Queen Mary, 1692-1693. 1 portfolio. 

4. Keturns of parish ministers to the Society for Pro- 

moting Christian Knowledge, 1755. 1 portfolio. 

5. Eeports on the Highlands and Islands presented to 

the General Assembly in 1760. 2 copies, one with 
a table of population annexed. 

6. Accounts of the Receiver-General and Paymaster in 

Scotland, with the money appropriated to the 
augmentation of small stipends, 1812 to 1832. 9 
rolls among the records of the office of the Pipe in 
Exchequer. 

5. Vacant Stipends. 

The stipends of parochial benefices vacant by the 
decease or deprivation of the holders were held, both 
before and after the Reformation, to belong to the patrons, 
and wefe, in point of fact, frequently treated by them as 
their property and disposed of for their own uses. The 
Act 1644, c. 189, restricted the patrons' rights and 
directed such stipends to be applied to pious uses in the 
presbytery or parish where the vacancy had occurred. 
At the Restoration a special collector of these stipends 
was appointed, and the Act 1661, c. 23, and subsequent 
Acts, directed them to be applied, under the supervision 
of the Privy Council, to the reparation of the losses sus- 
tained by ministers who had sufiered for adherence to the 
royal cause during the Civil War and Commonwealth. 
Papers relating to these appropriations are included in 
the warrants of Parliament, ante, p. 15. 
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Acts passed in 1685 and after the Revolution regulated 
the disposal of the vacant stipends by patrons, and made 
special provisions for their application in particular cases, 
for the benefit of the universities, and for other local 
purposes, as the building of bridges, &c. They are now 
paid partly to the Ministers' Widows Fund, under the 
Act 19 Geo. III., c. 20. 

1. Acts by the lords of the Treasury disposing of 

vacant stipends, 1693 to 1699. 1 portfolio. 

2. Bonds granted to the lords of the Treasury on the dis- 

posal of vacant stipends, 1690-1702. 1 portfolio. 

3. Accounts and rentals relating to vacant stipends, 

1693 to 1706. 1 portfolio. 

4. Diligences for vacant stipends against heritors and 

others, commissions, &c., 1693-1699 and 1712. 

5. Accounts of the collectors of vacant stipends, 1692 

to 1715. Four rolls among the papers of the 
office of the Pipe in Exchequer. 

6. Teinds. 

The records and processes of the Teind Court, as 
already stated, are not transmitted to the Record Office, 
but remain in the custody of the Clerk of Teinds, 
and will be found enumerated in the Appendix. The 
records and documents in charge of the Clerk-Register 
consist (1) of a collection of detached papers dating from 
about 1547 downwards, the subject of successive arrange- 
ments and inventories in 1708, 1753, 1756, 1787, and 
1900 ; (2) Royal Letters to the Commissioners of Teinds 
and Surrenders ; and (3) records relating to the Annuity 
reserved to the Crown out of the teinds. 

1. Collection of original and other documents, extracts, 

decreets, &c., relating to teinds, alphabetically 
arranged according to counties, in 24 portfolios. 

2. Inventories of the contents of these portfolios in 2 

volumes. 
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3. Miscellaneous papers relating to teinds, 1576 to 

1671. 2 portfolios. 

4. Papers relating to the submissions by the Lords of 

Erection and others to the King. 1 portfolio. 

5. Accounts, dispositions, and other papers relating to 

the Annuity, 1635 to 1674. 6 portfolios. 

6. Kegister of dispositions of the Annuity, 1635 to 

1678. 4 vols. 

7. Accounts of the Annuity, 1628 to 1634 and 1637. 

2 vols. 

8. Register of bonds of caution, acts of consignation, 

and decreets in the Annuity, 1632 to 1635. 
1vol. 

9. Minutes of the Commission of Teinds, 1636-1637 

and 1647-1648. 1 vol. 
10. Eoyal Letters directed to the Commission, 1627 to 
1637. 1 portfolio. 

2. The XTniversities. 

1. Records of the Commission appointed by the Act 

1690, c. 25, for the visitation of the universities, 
colleges, and schools, consisting of the minutes, 
reports, and acts of the commissioners, and the 
minutes of the committees appointed to visit the 
universities of St. Andrews, Glasgow, Aberdeen, 
and Edinburgh respectively, with the productions 
made to the committees, petitions, representa- 
tions, and other papers. The papers produced at 
St. Andrews include the process of visitation made 
in 1607, and among those relating to Glasgow 
is an Act regulating that university under a 
commission made in 1726. 5 cases. 

2. Records of the Commission appointed under the 

Universities (Scotland) Act, 1859 (21 & 22 
Vict., c. 83). 
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(1) Ordinances of the Commission, 12th March, 
1859, to 20th December, 1862. 1 vol. 

(2) Alterations on the Ordinances, sanctioned 
by Her Majesty in Council, 1864 to 1889. 1 vol. 

(3) General Eeport of the Commissioners, dated 
14th May, 1863. 

3. Records of the Commission appointed under the 

Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889 (52 & 53 
Vict., c. 55). 

(1) Minute Book of the Commissioners, 14th 
October, 1889, to 16th December, 1897. 2 vols. 

(2) Minute Book of the Committees appointed 
by the Commissioners, 19th May, 1891, to 26th 
April, 1895, 1 vol., with four draft minutes, 
dated respectively 26th June, 1895, 24th Jime, 
1896, and 18th and 24th February, 1897. 

(3) Ordinances of the Commissioners, Nos. 1 
to 158. 

(4) Correspondence and Letter Books. 

4. Portfolio of miscellaneous papers relating to the 

universities, 1575 to 1744, with inventory thereof. 



3. The Highlands. 



1 . Accounts, correspondence, and other papers relative 

to the proceedings taken for relief of destitution 
in the Highlands and the disposal of the fands 
provided for that purpose, 1837 to 1850. 
Transmitted for preservation on 10th July, 1856, by 
Sir C. B. Trevelyan, secretary of the Treasury. 

2. Papers of the Society formed to aid emigration from 

the Western Highlands and Islands to the British 
Colonies after 1851, and relating to the place of 
birth, parentage, &c., of many emigrants. 
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4. Records of the Solway Salmon Fisheries 

Commission, 

Under the Local Act 40 & 41 Vict., c. 240, transmitted 
for permanent custody by the Home Secretary, 25th 
August, 1879, consisting of 3 volumes, viz. : — 

(1) Certificates of privileged fixed engines for taking 

salmon, and orders for the removal of others. 

(2) Book of Maps relative to the certificates in Vol. 1. 

(3) Notes of evidence taken by the commissioners and 

judgments on appeal pronounced by the Court of 
Session. 

• 

5. County and Burgh Valuation Rolls. 

The valuation rolls of all lands and heritages in 
Scotland, including railways and canals, for the annual 
preparation of which on a uniform system provision was 
made by the Act 17 & 18 Vict., c. 91 (1854), were 
appointed by sections 28 and 35 of the Act to be 
transmitted every six years to the Lord Clerk-Begister 
or his deputy for preservation in the Greneral Register 
House. The rolls so transmitted now amount to many 
hundred volumes, open, like other records deposited there 
and on similar terms, to public inspection. 

6. Reports on Local Registers. 

1. Returns on the Local Registers made to the Deputy 
Clerk-Register on behalf of the Select Committee 
of Parliament on the Public Records of the 
Kingdom, viz. : — 

(1) Returns by Sherifi" Clerks containing inven- 
tories of the records and states of fees, 1808. 2 
vols. 
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(2) Returns by Town Clerks, 1808. 2 vols. 

(3) Returns by Commissary Clerks, 1808. 1 vol. 

2. Reports on the state of the Sheriff Court and Burgh 

Registers presented yearly to the Court of 
Justiciary by the sheriffs of counties and 
magistrates of royal burghs in terms of sections 
10 and 11 of the "Act for better regulating the 
" Public Records of Scotland," 49 Geo. III., c. 42, 
1809. 
These reports are transmitted annually as received by 
the Clerk of Justiciary to the Deputy Clerk-Register. 

3. Reports of Surveys made of the local registers at 

the instance of the Deputy Clerk-Register from 
1811 to 1830, in 12 vols., with the correspondence 
of the inspectors. 

7. Special Colleotions of Papers, Letters, &c. 

A considerable accumulation of papers exists in the 

Register House, deposited for safe preservation by the 

persons to whom they belonged, or collected from time 

to time and from various sources in the hands of successive 

officers, keepers of public registers, and others, and left 

among their departmental records. These have not been 

completely arranged or classified and only partially 

inventoried, so that a full or detailed conspectus of their 

character and contents cannot be here given. So far as 

their arrangement has proceeded, the following list 

embraces those of any public interest: — 

1. Portfolio of papers relating to the "Theatrum 

ScotiaB" of Captain John Slezer, the maps and 

surveys of John Adair, the treatise on " Heraldry " 

of Alexander Nisbet, and the "Diplomata ScotiaB" 

of James Anderson. 

The Scottish Parliament made various grants in aid 

of these works as of national importance. 
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2. Portfolio of apprisings, 1630 to 1677. 

3. Two portfolios of perambulations, 1478 to 1577. 

4. Portfolio of old MS. catalogues of books. 

5. Collection of burgess and other tickets, and diplomas, 

including the diploma by the University of Oxford 
conferring the degree of Master of Arts on Samuel 
Johnson in 1755. 

6. Charters of the burgh of Burntisland, 1573 to 1688, 

deposited by the Town Council on 21st February, 
1900. 

7. Charter of the burgh of Inveraray, deposited by the 

Town Clerk in 1902. 

8. Papers relating to Edinburgh and Leith, 1543 to 

1776. 3 portfolios. 

9. Collection of foreign papers chiefly relating to trade 

and navigation, 1547 to 1670. 

10. Funeral accounts, 1649 to 1740, including the 

account of expenses incurred in recovering, em- 
balming, and interring the remains of the Marquis 
of Montrose in 1661. 

11. Portfolio of verses of various dates, including the 

gaelic elegy on "Black Duncan" of Glenorchy, c. 
1631, and part of a contemporary transcript of 
Clement Marot's "L'Bnfer de Paris." 

12. Portfolio of old medical prescriptions, accounts, 

indentures, &c. 

13. Collection of papers relating to Orkney and Zetland, 

with inventory, 1550 to 1826, in three portfolios, 
and a bundle not inventoried. 

14. Inventories of household furniture and plenishing, 

partly testamentary, 1541 to 1762, in one portfolio, 
and a small volume dated 1630, with inventory. 

15. Miscellaneous testaments, 1481 to 1740, in two port- 

folios, with inventory. 

16. Collections of letters and autographs ranging in date 

from about 1542 to 1800. 21 portfolios. 

17. MS. volume entitled "Some Observations concerning 
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# 

"the Ancient and Military Order in Scotland called 
" the Order of St. Andrew or of the Thistle," with 
illustrations, undated, but c. 1700. Presented by 
W. Moir Bryce, Esq. 

18. Correspondence of the Earls of Marchmont, 1695 to 

1730. 5 portfolios. 

19. Papers and correspondence which belonged to Lord 

Edward Murray, son of John, second Earl and 
first Marquis of Athol, 1686 to 1747. 2 portfolios. 

20. Miscellaneous rentals and valuations, including a 

" Compt buk of Lochlevin," and rental of Kinross, 
&c., 1540-1542. 

21. Collection of old mercantile and other account books 

and ledgers, including the " Ledger of Andrew 
*' Halyburton," 1492-1503, printed in 1867, under 
the direction of the Clerk-Eegister ; inventory of 
work done by Evan Tyler, H.M. printer, in 
1642; and accounts relating to the management 
of the TuUiallan coal and salt works, 1643-1681 
(4 vols.) ; the Torry coal and salt works, 1679- 
1680 (1 vol.); and the Newmilns cloth factory, 
1701-1703 (1 vol.). 

22. An Index of Eetours expede in Chancery, 1624 to 

1642, classified by counties or groups of counties. 



8. Inventories of the Records. 

1. Volume containing an "Index Cartarum" or 

calendar of charters from the reign of Robert I. 
to that of Queen Mary, including the lost rolls 
referred to ante, p. 153, indexed by Mr. Wm. 
Robertson, with an inventory of the contents of 
certain cofiers containing Exchequer Rolls and 
Accounts of the Treasurer, Master of Works, 
Mint, &c., of various dates from 1501 to 1579. 

2. Volume compiled in 1595 by Sir John Skene, then 
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Clerk'Begi&ter. ocmtaining lists of the Exchequer 
Bolls, Crown Bental Books. Treasmers AooonntB, 
Besponde Books. Aoooonts of the Collectors of 
Thirds of Baiefices. and other aooonnts, then in 
his official cnstodT, with detailed descriptians of 
lands annexed to the Crown, chronolc^ical tables, 
and other information apparently collected for his 
own use, and a ''tabill c^ chartoris and nther 
'^ evidentes writtin on the bak of the rolles of the 
" kingis propertie." 

3. Volume entitled "An Inventory of some of the 

" Begisters of Scotland remaining in the Tower 

" of London." 
This is the signed duplicate of the inYentory delivered 
to Sir Archibald Johnston of Warriston^ the then Clerk- 
Begister, of the records relating to private rights which 
had been separated from those of a public nature, and were 
ordained bv an order of the Protector in Council on 18th 
September, 1657, to be returned to Scotland. It contains 
lists of 1547 volumes (erroneously stated in the docquet 
as 1609 volumes) of the Begisters of Acts and Decreets, 
the Begisters of Deeds, Sasines, Homings, &c. 

4. Volume containing detailed inventories of the 

records deposited in the Castle and in the Parlia- 
ment House, apparently prepared at different dates 
between 1670 and 1690. 

5. Volume containing an inventor)' of the books or 

registers in the lower Parliament House brought 

down to 1701. 
This is probably the inventory prepared by Alexander 
Baillie, " servitor to the Clerk-Begister," after the great 
fire of 1700, when the records were temporarily removed 
out of danger to the church of St. Giles. 

6. An inventory of the records in the Parliament House 

in use apparently to about the period of their 
removal to the Begister House. 

7. Portfolio of papers relating to the records, including 



207 
Class IV. — continued,^ [Begister House Trustees, 

correspondence, in 1650 and 1651, relating to their 
removal by the Protector, petitions, and inven- 
tories, &c., 1650-1826. 
8. Inventory or calendar of the Great Seal Register, 
from 1481 to 1541, prepared in Chancery. Four 
volumes, presented by the Earl of Dalhousie, then 
Clerk-Register, in 1864. An earlier volume is 
wanting. 

9. The Gtoneral Begister House. 

A brief account is given in the introduction to this 
volume of the many vicissitudes to which the national 
records have been subjected, and of the losses they have 
sustained, chiefly at the hands of the national enemies, but 
partly also by their frequent transport from place to place 
and the make-shift character of the temporary reposi- 
tories, selected rather from considerations of immediate 
safety from spoliation than protection from the various 
and destructive agencies of decay. The latter danger 
was, fortunately, the only one which, on the union of the 
kingdoms, required to be provided against, and the 
defects of the vaults of the *•' laigh parliament house " in 
which, after that date, they were stored were so serious 
as urgently to call for the provision of a building con- 
structed for theii* special accommodation, and in which they 
might be preserved from damp as well as made accessible 
for reference. In compliance accordingly with representa- 
tions made by the president and judges of the Court of 
Session, a royal warrant was issued on 20th June, 1765, 
directing a payment of £12,000 out of the proceeds of the 
forfeited estates in Scotland to be made to certain ex 
officio trustees for the purpose of acquiring ground and 
building thereon " a proper repository for the records of 
" Scotland." The trustees were the Keeper of the Great 
Seal of Scotland, the Keeper of the Privy Seal there, the 
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Clerk-Register, the Justice General, the President of the 
Court of Session, the chief Baron of Exchequer in Scot- 
land, and the Justice Clerk there. Additional grants of 
£2000 and £15,000 were afterwards made from the same 
source by royal warrant (in 1778) and Act of Parliament 
(in 1784) and from the surplus fees of the Record OflBce 
in terms of statutes passed in 1822, 1827, and 1847. By 
these means the building, part only of which was at first 
erected and occupied, was ultimately finished according 
to the original designs of Robert Adam, the celebrated 
architect, with only unimportant interior modifications. 
The rapidly increasing bulk of the records has necessitated 
recent additions to the original building, which, however, 
have been carried out without impairing the unity or 
integrity of its design. 

The trustees were divested in 1855 by the Act 18 & 
19 Vict., c. 80, which transferred the property of the 
building to the Commissioners of H.M. Works to be 
maintained by them for the purpose of the original 
warrants and statutes under which it was erected as a 
repository for the records. 

The proceedings of the trustees are recorded in their 
minute books, preserved in three volumes, 1765 to 1849, 
with relative accounts, correspondence, papers, and plans. 



APPENDIX. 



APPENDIX. 



1. Records of the Court of Teinds. 



The following list, by permission of Nenion Elliot, Esq., 
Clerk of Teinds, is taken (slightly abridged) from his work on 
"Teind Court Procedure," published in 1892, pp. 200 et seq. 
To the text of that work reference is made for the history of 
the records. 

(1) Eegobds of date pbior to 1700. 

1. Sederunt Book of the Teind Commissioners, 1630-1633. 

2. Sederunt or Minute Book, 1633-50. 

3. Sederunt or Minute Book, 1669-81. 

4. Index to Lost Records. The volume is titled " Index to 

"Books 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Lost Records." 

5. Lists of Sub-Commissioners ending 1642. 

6. Old Rentals, 1630-1633. 

7. Records recovered from D. Beat in 1745, consisting of 

valuations of teinds, <fec., with warrants for recovery 
thereof. 

8. Commission anent parishes in the province of Argyll, 

1649, and Report, 1649-51, and copy of proceedings, 
1690. 

9. Valuation of Lord Haddington's lands in various parishes, 

1629-1633, given in under the Act, 1707, to be 
recorded. 
10. Balmerino valuation, 1631, 
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1 1. Reports ci the Snb-CommiasionerB for the PreEbjrterieB 

of (1) ArgrlL (2) Chirnside, (3) Cupar-^e, (4) 
Dalkeith, (5) DnmbartQii. (6) DomfrieSy (7) Dan- 
fermline. (5) Dunkeld. (9) Earlston, (10) Elgin. 
(11) EUon, (12) Haddington, (13) lAnark, (14) 
linHthgow, (15) Meigle, (16) MmhiD. (17) Peebleg^ 
(18) Perch, (19) St. Andrews, 1629-35. There are 
copies of these or portions thereof. The prinripuls 
generally are incomplete. Besides these Tolnmes 
there are MS. Reports for Dunblane (parish of Logie), 
Kirkcaldy (parish of Kinghom). Perth (parish of 
Methven). and Stirling (parish of Alloa). 

12. Extracts of Decreets. 586 in nnmber, of date priiar to 

1700, lodged under the Act of 1707 to supply the lost 
records. 

13. Various papers relating to proceedings of date prior to 

1700. 



(2) Records of date subsequent to 1700. 



1. Minute Book commencing 1700 and embracing part of 

the proceedings under the Act of 1707, c. 9. 

2. Minute Books subsequent to 1707 to date. 

3. Registers to supply lost records, with the warrants. 

(The period 1786 to 1818 not written up.) 

4. Registers of Decreets from 1707 to date. (The period 

1789 to 1818 not written up.) 

5. Extracted Processes in Teind causes chiefly relating to — 

(1) Augmentations of stipend. 

(2) Valuations and sales of teinds. 

(3) Approbations of sub-valuations. 

(4) Proving tenor of lost writs. 

(5) Erection of parishes quoad omnia, 

(6) Disjunctions and annexations from and to 
parishes. 

(7) Transportation of churches. &c. 

(8) Reductions. 
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6. Small stipend proceedings under the Acts of 1810 and 

1824. 

7. Register of small stipends. 2 vols. 

8. Returns of Fiars Prices under the Act of Sederunt of 

1809 from the different counties of Scotland to date. 

9. Registers of Fiars Prices. 

10. Parliamentary Reports on Highland Churches, &c., 

1825-33. 

11. Titles of Highland Churches and Manses. Received in 

January, 1889, from the agent who had acted for the 
Parliamentary Commissioners. 

12. Unexhausted Processes, including sleeping processes, 

conform to index. 

13. Extracted Processes in Erections of Parishes quoad sobcra 

under the Act of 1844 (7 <fe 8 Vic, c. 44), including 
erections of Parliamentary churches. 

14. Extracted Processes relative to Glebes under the Glebe 

Lands (Scotland) Act, 1866. 

15. Acts of Sederunt of the Teind Court, 1707-1888. 

16. Current processes in all departments of Teind business. 

17. Writs found among the extracted Processes. The writs 

date from the 16th century, and consist of charters, 
sasines, dispositions, tacks of teinds, precepts of 
clare constat, valuations, &g. A list of these has been 
compiled for reference. 

18. Warrants of the above records. 



(3) Miscellaneous Papers. 



1 . Volume of Reports on Teind Records. A collection of 

papers boimd up in 1887 as a means of preserving 
information as to the custody and general condition of 
the older records at different periods. 

2. Memorandum as to papers recovered from D, Beat, <fec., 

prefixed to volume containing warrants (referred to 
under (1) 7), 23rd May, 1887. 
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3. Volume of impoilant teind prints, 1880. 

4. Reports on the state of certain parishes in Scotland in 

1627. Printed for the Maitland Club, 1835. 



2. Records of the Court of the Lord 
Lyon King of Arms. 

List supplied by F. J. Grant, Esq., Rothesay Herald and 
clerk of the Lyon Court. 
1. The Public Register of all Arms and Bearings in Scotland 
established by the Act of Parliament 1672, c. 47. 
17 vols, (the fii-st being in two parts), 1672 to date. 
2 The Public Register of Genealogies and Birth Brieves. 
Vol. 1, 3rd December, 1727, to 15th January, 
1796. 

Vol. 2 (wanting). 

Vol. 3, 16th August, 1827, to date. 

3. Birth Brieves, Funeral Entries, and Escutcheons. 9 vols., 

c. 1672 to date. 

4. Manuscript of Blazons, dated 9th February, 1566, being 

the Register or Scroll Register of Sir Robert Forman, 
Lyon King of Arms. Contains arms of the nobility 
and gentry of Scotland, and portraits of the Kings and 
Queens in surcoats, commencing with Malcolm Can- 
more and ending* with Mary and Henry, Duke of 
Albany, &c. 

5. Books of Acts and Decreets of the Lyon Court, com- 

missions to the Lords Lyon, Lyon Clerks, <fec. 10 vols. 

Vol. 1, 12th February, 1629, to 5th January, 1650. 

Vol. 2, 8th August, 1663, to 16th May, 1694. 

Vol. 3, 6th November, 1700, to 16th February, 
1703, and 

Vols. 4 to 10, 1st February, 1728, to date. 

6. Register of Admissions of Messengers-at-Arms. 8 vols. 

Vol. 1, 23rd July, 1630, to 25th June, 1650. 
Vols. 2, 3, and 4, 28th November, 1660, to 28th 
December, 1722. 

Vols. 5 to 8, 7th October, 1754, to date. 
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7. Register of Admissions of Heralds and Pursuivants. 

6 vols. 

Vols. 1 to 3, 27th December, 1660, to 7th October, 
1726. 
• Vols. 4 to 6, 9th March, 1759, to date. 

8. The Lyon's Register of Processions, Letters of Precedency, 

Testificates, and Forfeitures, beginning in 1679, with 
23 funeral entries at end. 

9. Volume of funeral processions and ceremonies, containing 

39 notices of funerals in the first half of the seven- 
teenth century. 
10. Petitions for Grants and Matriculations of Arms. 26 
vols., 1819 to date. 

The above form the official registers now preserved in the 
Lyon Office. There are several records, such as the Heraldic 
Register of Sir David Lindsay, Lyon King of Arms, circa 
1542, and other documents which were in the custody of Sir 
James Balfour, Lyon King of Arms, 1630-1657, and which, 
though public records, are now in possession of the Advo- 
cates' Library. 

In addition to the official records above mentioned, there 
are in the Lyon Office a large number of unofficial MSS., such 
as old armorials compiled at diffisrent times by different 
heralds, family histories, pedigrees, inventories of private 
charter chests, &c. 



3. Records kept in the Office of H.M. Chancery 

for Scotland. 



The following description and list of these records is 
supplied by C. J. Stalker, Esq., depute Director of Chancery: — 

(1) Record of Retoubs. 

Retours are so named from being the return to this office 
of the verdict of a jury in inquests proceeding upon brieves 
or royal warrants issued from Chancery. By far the larger 
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part of these retoors ecmtam the vefdictB serving heirs to 
their anoestdrSy whidi form the basis oi their written title to 
ihe hmtage of the hotter; these are designed bneflj as 
retoors of service. 

This form oi service of heirs remained praddcallj the same 
for more than five centaries, retoors being extant fnnn the 
b^inning of the foorteenth century. Betoors of service 
were superseded in 1B47 by decrees of the shenf& reocnxled 
in Chancery ; but those of any previous date are still received 
to be recorded and extracted. 

Other retours to be found in this record are those of 
tutory, determining the appointment of tutors at law to 
minors ; of curatory, cognoscing an individual as insane and 
appointing a curator at law to him ; a few relating to the 
extent or valued rent of the whole lands in a county or 
other district; and others ascertaining the real estate of 
persons forfeited for treason. Retours of tutoiy and curatoiy 
are stiU recorded in this record, but are now few in number. 

The earlier records of Chancery are understood to have 
perished in the burning of Holyrood in May, 1544. By 
decisions of the Court of Session retours of service, dated 
prior to 1550, though not retoured to Chancery, were, on the 
ground of this destruction, admitted to be valid. 

The following are the volumes of record now preserved : — 
I. 176 volumes, from 1545 to date, excepting volume 5th, 

1611-14, which is known to have been lost. 
II. Nine supplementary volumes, lettered A to I, 1571-1700, 
containing a transcript of retours deposited but found 
to be unrecorded. 

Besides the record there are also preserved the original 
retours with the brieves attached ; the whole remaining 
procedure having been retained by the clerk of the Court 
where service was led, with one exception, viz., services 
between 1821 and 1847, proceeding on advocation, or led 
before the Sheriflf of Edinburgh under commission, the 
proceedings in which are, in terms of the Act 1 and 2 George 
IV., c. 38, deposited in Chancery. In the earlier years many 
of the retours are wanting. Up to 1700 they are arranged 
in bundles corresponding to the volumes of the record ; 
subsequently they are arranged and numbered in monthly 
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bundles. There is also preserved a bundle of unrecorded 
retours, 1701-1796, of which a detailed alphabetical list has 
been made. 

In addition to these official documents, there is preserved a 
collection from the papers of the late Alexander Macdonald, 
Keeper of the Record of Deeds, &c., presented to H.M. 
Chancery in 1874. It contains 38 original retours of dates 
1303-1632 ; 12 extracts of retours, 1562-1646 ; 31 second 
extracts of retours, 1548-1629 ; and one or two miscellaneous 
writs. A transcript of all of these retours which are not 
contained in the record was made in 1899 and indexed. 

The notes requesting brieves are preserved from 1824 to 
date, arranged in yearly bundles up to 1847, after which 
there are few. Some of these are for non-retourable brieves, 
e,g, of terce, the proceedings in which are not retoured to 
Chancery. 



(2) Record op Services. 

Since 1847 services are carried through by petition to a 
sheriff, the decree upon which is transmitted to Chancery to 
be recorded and extracted. The processes, except original 
documents produced, are also transmitted and preserved in 
Chancery. These processes are arranged and numbered in 
monthly bundles. 

The record of services consists of 302 volumes, 1847 to 
date. A separate volume contains nine decrees refusing 
service, or for expenses, which were sent by direction of Mr. 
Patrick Shaw, the first Sheriff of Chanceiy, to be recorded 
and extracted. This practice was not continued after 1851. 



(3) Indices op Services op Heirs. 

The whole series of services are now indexed, with abridg- 
ment, 1545 to 1903. The older part, 1545-1700, is contained 
in the three printed volumes prepared under the direction of 
Mr. Thomas Thomson, deputy Clerk-Register, in 1811. The 
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period from 1700 to 1859 is in four volumes, arranged in 
decades, the preparation of which was organised by Mr. John 
Mackenzie Lindsay, Director of Chancery. From 1860 to date 
the index is prepared annually. 

No complete index has been made since 1700 of the other 
retours (tutory and curatory) in the record, as for long no 
enquiries among these have been made. 

(4) Quarter Seal Record. 

This record contains : — 

1. Precepts for Infeftment in lands held of the Crown, 

proceeding on special retours, down to 1847. 

2. Commissions to the Sheriff of Edinburgh to hold inquests 

of service (down to 1847), of tutory, curatory, and 

terce. 

3. Gifts of estates falling to the Crown as uUirmis hcsres, 

containing heritable estate — with the exception, down 
to 1887, of those in favour of the Queen's Bemem- 
brancer in trust, which passed the Great Seal. This 
exception was then abolished. 

4. Ijetters of Curatory Lawful and Tutory Lawful 

proceeding on retours. 

5. Letters of Tutory Dative proceeding on signatures. 

These have fallen into desuetude, the last being in 
1855. 

6. One or two Crown charters. 
The record consists of : — 

(1) 4 volumes, 1750-61, after which the record seems to have 

been discontinued till 1831. 

(2) 29 volumes, 1831 to date. 

The warrants are preserved from 1783 to date, in bundles 
of irregular periods. 

The proceedings in tutories and curatories lawful are 
transmitted to the Accountant of the Court of Session. 

(5) Precept Record. 

This record contains precepts for infeftment and writs of 
clare constat in lands held of the Crown, from 1847. It is 
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still competent to obtain these, but none have been recorded 
since 1874. There are 11 volumes. 



(6) Responde Books. 

These contain notes of the duties payable to the Crown on 
precepts proceeding on retours. They were so named from the 
initial word of the entries, noting that the sheriff of the county 
was responsible for the collection of the duties upon giving 
sasine. The amount of duty was noted in the precept, but as 
the record of precepts is deficient up to 1831, these volumes 
supply the information wanting. The earlier part is incom- 
plete and not continuous, and there is no index except at the 
ends of some of the volumes. The period embraced is from 
1573 to 1847, in 15 volumes. There is also a volume 
applicable to church lands, 1744 to 1842, and one applicable 
to lands held of the Prince and Steward of Scotland, 1749- 
1819. 



(7) Record op the Great Seal. 

This record is prepared in Chancery and transmitted, with 
its warrants, to the General Record Department on the 
completion of each volume. It now contains only charters of 
incorporation, charters of novodamus, and charters with 
consent of the Board of Trade. The current volume (the 
269th) begins in 1903. 



(8) Paper Record of the Great Seal. 

This record is also transmitted to the General Record 
Department periodically. It now contains remissions by the 
Crown of judicial sentences on criminals, commissions by the 
Crown in favour of various officers of State and other 
officials, and King's counsel, and commissions of public 
enquiry. The current volume (the 48th) begins in 1903. 
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(9) Records op the Prdtce's Seal. 

These records relate to the estate of the Prince and Steward 
of Scotland. The record of writs passing the Prince's Seal 
is transmitted to the General Record Department when a 
volume is completed ; the other record remains in Chancery. 
The corrent volumes both commence in 1863. Only two 
writs have been entered since 1874. when charters bv 
progress were abolished. 

(10) Record or Sheriff-Deputes' Commissions. 

This record contains the commissions by the Chrown in 
favour of the sheriffs-depute (now sheriff-principal) of 
Scotland, which contain a clause directing them to be recorded 
in Chancery within three months. A volume was commenced 
in 1748, immediately after the passing of the Act abolishing 
heritable jurisdictions and establishing sheriffs-depute. It 
contains 29 commissions granted in that year, but does not 
continue further. Immediately subsequent to this date, 
these commissions were recorded at the erui of the volumes of 
the paper record of the Great Seal, until 1813, between 
which and 1826 they are recorded at the end of volumes 
containing transcripts of specifications of inventions. In 
1829 another separate volume was begun, which contains all 
the commissions from that date till now. 



(11) Recokd of Deeds bt or to the Commissioners of 
H.M. Woods, &c. ; the Commissioners of H.M. 
Works, kc.-, and the Board of Trade. 

This record contains all deeds by or to these* bodies, 
whether conveyances, leases, agreements, or renunciations, 
relating to Crown property in Scotland. The principal 
subjects included are rights of salmon fishing and foreshore, 
and Crown lands, feu-duties, casualties, teind-duties, &c. 
The first two volumes, 1834 to 1852, contain a record of the 
deeds in full, with copies of plans, &c. In accordance with 
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the Act 15 <& 16 Yict., c. 62, § 11, instead of the deeds 
being recorded in full, a minute of the contents (in practice a 
duplicate or certified copy) is now sent to Chancery along 
with the principal deed, and minuted in the record. The 
principal is returned, and the duplicate or copy, with copy 
plan, if any, is retained in Chancery. As the duplicate or 
copy contains the deed in full, the minutes in the record are 
short. The volumes of record of minutes are now five in 
number, 1852 to date. The duplicates or copies are arranged 
in bundles of irregular periods, at present half-yearly, and 
numbered in correspondence with the volumes. 



(12) Recobd of Patents. 

Down to the passing of the Patent Law Amendment Act, 
15 & 16 Yict., c. 83, separate patents were issued under 
the Great Seals for each of the three kingdoms of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. The grants of patents in Scotland 
are recorded in the paper record of the Great Seal. The 
specifications of Scottish patents, with drawings, are preserved 
in Chancery from 1767 to 1853, arranged in bundles. 
Previous to 1813 the specifications appear to have been 
recorded in the paper record of the Great Seal. A series of 
92 volumes was then begun, containing transcriptions of 
these specifications, disclaimers, and other deeds, from 1813 
to 1853, with a few subsequent entries down to 1859. An 
index is appended to each volume. The first volume of this 
series also contains several charters of inventions, com- 
missions, remissions, and one charter of resignation, all of 
which are dated in 1813, and oughb to have been recorded in 
the Great Seal Becord. A. chronological table of patents 
granted from 1836 to 1853 is also preserved, in three volumes. 

From 1852 to 1883 a complete set of all the publications of 
the Commissioners of Patents, including specifications and 
drawings, indices and abridgments, and volumes of tran- 
scripts of the letters patent, were transmitted to Chancery, 
and are arranged in order. There being no facilities for 
consulting them, and the same publications being now much 
more accessible in the Bo^al Scottish Museum of Science 
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and Arty Edinburgh, where they are continued down to date, 
they are of little use in this department. 



4. List of the Clerks of the Rolls, Register, 
and Council, or Lords Clerk-Register, 
from A.D. 1286. 

As stated in the preface, the custody of the Scottish 
rolls or national muniments would appear originally to 
have been committed to one or more of the officers 
designed in early charters and other evidents as the 
" King's clerks," a description which probably covered 
various classes of functions, from the routine of the King's 
"Chapel" or Chancery to more properly secretarial duties. 
The schedule or inventory of the muniments deposited in 
1282 in the royal treasury at Edinburgh was prepared and 
attested by Masters Thomas de Carnoto (Charters), Radulph 
de Bosco (Wood), and William de Dunfreis, the King's clerks. 
In 1290 the Exchequer Rolls record a payment of £20 to 
William de Dunfreis in satisfaction of his fee or salary as 
"Clerk of the Rolls of the King's Chapel"; and it may be 
inferred that a payment of the like sum recorded in 1288 
was made to him in the same character. Again, in 1291, he 
is designed in the warrant by Edward I. of England for 
delivery of the records as "Keeper of the Rolls of the King- 
" dom of Scotland." The following list accordingly commences 
with his name as that to which the specific office of Clerk or 
Keeper of the Rolls is first attached. 

No appointment has been found recorded earlier than that 
of William Hepburn in 1488, nor again until that of James 
Foulis in 1531, after which the series is complete. The dates 
or periods affixed to the earlier names are those on or during 
which their bearers are found acting as clerks of the rolls and 
register. To the remaining names the date of appointment 
only is attached. Before 1677 the appointments were for 
life. In that year Sir Thomas Murray was appointed during 
pleasure only, as were his successors (with the exception of 
Mr. Hume Campbell), till 1777, when Lord Frederick 
Campbell, whose first appointment in 1768 was in the same 



223 
Appendix — contimced.l [Lords Clerk-Register. 

terms, received a renewal for life. Since then all the Lords 
Clerk-Begister have held office on that tenure. 
William db Dunfrkis. 1288, 1291, 1292. He died 
before 4th July, 1292. See Mr. Joseph Bain^s 
Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland, Vol. II., 
p. 145. He appears to have been chancellor at the 
date of his death. 
During the years which followed his death tiU 1328, we find 
no mention of any clerk or keeper of the roUs among the 
scanty remains of the records for that period. The removal 
of the Scottish records to England by Edward I., and the 
unsettled character of the Government during the War of 
Independence, did, in fact, render such an appointment super- 
fluous. The office would, without doubt, however, be filled 
as soon as Robert the Bruce was securely settled on the 
throne, and the extant Exchequer Bolls of his and his 
successors' reigns contain payments made to — 

William db Irwyn, Clerk of the Bolls in 1328, 1329, 
1330, and 1331. 

BOBBRT DB DUNBRETANB, in 1342. 

John db Allincrum, 1358 to 1362, in which year pro- 
bably, or shortly afterwards, he died, a payment to his 
executors appearing in 1364. 

John Gray of Broxmouth, first designed as " Clericus 
" Botulorum et Begistri." 1362-1402. 

M. Walter Forrester, canon of Aberdeen and archdeacon 
of Lothian. 1403-1426. Became bishop of Brechin. 

John de Scheves. 1426 to . 

M. John db Wincestre witnesses a Crown charter dated 
7th January, 14|-|, as Clerk-Begister. See Calendai* 
of Charters, Begister House, No. 291. He became 
bishop of Moray in 1437. 

John de Scheves. 1 438-1 452p 

M. James Lindsay, canon of Glasgow. 1452, 1453. 

M. Nicholas Otterburn, canon of Glasgow, official of 
Lothian, vicar of Edinburgh, 1454-1460. 

M. Archibald Quhitlaw, canon and archdeacon of 
Moray, &c. 1462. 
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M. Fergus Maeix)well. 1463-1468. 

» 

M. (afterwards Sm) David Guthrie of that ilk. 1468- 
1473. He appears as Clerk-Kegister and witness to a 
Crown charter in 1465, but that is probably a mistake. 
See Note, R.M.S., Vol. TI., p. 180. 

M. John Laing, rector of Newlands, <fec. 1473. Became 
bishop of Glasgow. 

M. Alexander Inglis, dean of Dnnkeld, <!^., first designed 
as " Olericus Rotulorum, Registri et Concilii." 1475- 
1482. 

M, Patrick Leich, canon of Glasgow. 1482-83. 

D. Alexander Scot, son of Sir Walter Scot of Kirkurd, 
and rector of Wigton. 1483-1488. 

M. William Hepburn, vicar of Linlithgow. Appointed 
12th June, 1488. Held office for a short time only. 

M. Alexander Inglis. Re-appointed 1488-89. 

M. Richard Murehead, archdeacon of Ross and dean of 
Glasgow. 1489-1492. 

M. John Eraser or Fresale, rector of Douglas and dean 
of Lestalrig. 1492-1497. Became bishop of Ross. 

M. Walter Drummond, chancellor of Dunkeld and dean 
of Dunblane. 1497-1501. He appears in the Great 
Seal Register as witness in the character of Clerk- 
Register to various charters dated in 1495 and 1496, 

M. Gavin Dunbar, dean of Moray and archdeacon of St. 
Andrews. 1501-1532. Became bishop of Aberdeen. 

M. James Foulis of Colinton. 12th March, 153^. 

M. Thomas Marjoribanks of Ratho. 5th February, 154f . 

M. James Makgill of Nether Rankeillour. 25th June, 

1554. 
Sir James Balfour of Pittendreich. 22nd March, 156|^. 
M. James Makgill of Nether Rankeillour. Re-appointed 

4th December, 1567. 
Alexander Hay of Easter Kennet. 20th October, 1579. 
M. (afterwards Sir) John Skene of Curriehill. 19th 

September, 1594. , 
In presence of the Privy Council Sir John demitted office 
on 20th July, 1604, in favour of his son, Mr. James Skene, 
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on whom the office of Clerk-Register was conferred by royal 
letter. For reasons not explained, however, Sir John 
appears to have continued to discharge the principal duties 
of the office, while his son is found attesting charters as 
holder of it until Sir John's final resignation in 1612, 
when James was appointed an ordinary lord of Session and 
the office of Clerk-Register conferred on Sir Thomas 
Hamilton. 

M. James Skene. 1604-1612. See preceding note. 

Sir Thomas Hamilton of Byres (afterwards 1st Earl of 
Haddington). 21st April, 1612. 

Sib Alexander Hay of Quhitburgh, son of Alexander 
Hay of Easter Kennet. 24th July, 1612. 

Sir George Hay of Nether Tiff (afterwards of Kinfaunis). 
11th March, 1616. 

M. John Hamilton of Magdalens. 3rd July, 1622. 

Sir John Hay of Landis. 12th December, 1632. 

M. Alexander Gibson, younger of Durie, (afterwards Sir 
Alexander Gibson of Durie). 16th November, 1641. 
Deprived by Parliament, 13th February, 1649. 

Sir Archibald Johnston of Warriston. 10th March, 1649. 
His office declared vacant by Parliament, Ist January, 
1661. 

Sir Archibald Primrose of Chesters. 1 9th January, 1 66 1 . 

Sir Thomas Murray of Glendook. 1st November, 1677. 

Sir George Mackenzie of Tarbat (afterwards Viscount 
Tarbat and Earl of Cromarty). 14th October, 1681, 
and again 26th February, 1685. 

At the Revolution the office was placed in commission on 
7th December, 1689, to— 

/Robert, Master of Burleigh. 
I Sir Thomas Burnet of Leyes. 
< John, Lord Belhaven. 
I Sir Duncan Campbell of Auchinbreck, and 
\John Hay of Park. 

George, Viscount Tarbat (formerly Sir George Mackenzie). 
Re-appointed 3rd March, 1692. 
P 
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Chakleb, Eabl of Selxiul 30di Janmiy, 1696. 

Sir James Mc&bat of Philiphaiigfa. 21st XoFember, 1702. 

James Johssftos, secretaiy of State, son of Sir Ardubadd 
Johnston. 2nd June, 1704. 

Sis James Mcrkat of Philiphaiigh. 7th Apil, 1705. 

Datid, Eabl of Glasgow. 16th Jnlj, 1708. 

Archibald, Earl of Ilat (afterwards Doke of Argyll). 
4th October, 1714. 

James, Duke of Mostbose. 6tli Jnlj, 1716. 

Alcxaxdeb, Lobd Polwabth (afterwards Earl of Mardi- 
mont). 1 3th December, 1716, and 25th January, 1 728. 

Charles, Earl of Selkirk. 30th Jane, 1733. 

William, Marquis of Lothiah. 15th March, 1738. 

Alexander Hume Campbell. 12th Febroarv, 1756. 

James, Earl of Morton. 5th September, 1760, and 27th 
March, 1761. 

Lord Frederick Campbell. 2nd November, 1768, and 
25tb February, 1777. 

Archibald Colquhouk. 25tb June, 1816. 

Right Honourable William Dundas. 8th June, 1821. 

James, Earl (afterwards Marquis) of Dalhousie. 12th 
December, 1845. 

Sir William Gibson Craig of Riccarton, Bart. 1st July, 
1862. 

George Frederick, Earl of Glasgow. 21st Febroaiy, 
1879. 

Douglas, Duke of Montrose. 30th May, 1890. 
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Aberdeen, commissariot records, 111. 
Aberdeenshire, registers of sasines, 

173. 
Abjuration, oaths of, 3. 
Accession, oaths of sovereigns at, 1. . 
Accountant of Court, reports and 

accounts of, 90. 
Accounts, commission on public, 14. 
Acknowledgments of the royal pre- 
rogative, 3. 
Adjudications, registers of, 151. 
Admiralty, High Court of, 98. 
Allegiance, oaths of, 3. 
Annandale, register of sasines for 

stewartry of, 175. 
Apprisings, registers of, 151. 
Arbroath, abbey, 193. 
Ardmannoch, accounts of the lordship 

of, 39. 
Argyll, commissariot records, 112. 
Argyll rebellion, accounts relating to, 

56. 
Argyllshire, register of sasines, 173. 
Army, 52 ; accounts, muster rolls, &c., 

54. 
Arran, register of sasines, 173. 
Arrestments, register of cautions in, 

88. 
Association, bonds of, 5. 
Assurance, declarations and bonds of, 

3,5. 
Ayr MS., 9. 
Ayrshire, registers of sasines, 174 



Banffshire, registers of sasines, 174. 

Baron courts, 129. 

Bathgate, registers of sasines, 175. 

Berne MS., 8. 

Berwickshire, register of sasines, 174. 

Bishops' rents, 196. 

Black Book, the, 9. 

Borders, Privy Council records relating 

to, 21. 
Brechin, commissariot records, 113. 
Bulls, papal, 194. 
Burdens, parliamentary committee on, 

12 ; warrants, 15. 
Burgess tickets, 204. 
Burghs, accounts of the common good 

and customs of, 48 : courts, 129. 
Burntisland, charters, 204. 
Bute, register of sasines, 173. 

Caithness, commissariot records, 

114. 
Caithness-shire, register of sasines, 

174, 177. 
Calendars, Bishop Stapleton's, xii. ; of 

confirmation of executors, 109 ; of 

original charters, 190. 
Campsie, commissariot records, 119. 
Castles, royal, 36. 
Chancery records, 160, 205, 215. 
Charters, original, 190. 
Church records, xvi., 192. 
Civil War, negotiations with England, 

26 ; army accounts, 54. 
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GlackmannaDshire, register of sasines, 
180. 

Clan Gregor. See Macgregor. 

Clerks-Begister. See Lords Clerk- 
Register. 

Commissary courts and records, 106 ; 
reports on, 202. 

Commissioners of the Equivalent. See 
Equivalent. 

Commissioners of the Peace. See 
Justices. 

Committee of Estates, 11; warrants, 16. 

Common good of burghs, 48. 

Comptroller, 28, 29, 30 accounts of 
the, 34. 

Conventicles, 21, 22. 

Convention of Estates, 10 ; warrants, 
15. 

Council See Privy Council. 

Council and Session. See Session. 

Coupar-Angus, abbey, 193. 

Courts of Justice, commissions on, 138. 

Covenant, National, 24. 

Covenanters, 23. 

Cromartyshire, registers of sasines, 177. 

Cromwell, Oliver, records taken by, 
xiii. ; project for relief of debtors, 91. 

Crown, oaths of sovereigns on corona- 
tion or accession, 1 ; succession to, 
24 ; patrimony, 28, 31. 

Customs, 45 ; rates, 47 ; accounts, 48 ; 
of burghs, 48. 

Deeds and protests, register of, 92. 
Deeds, calendar of original, 190. 
Denmark, treaties with, 24. 
Diligence records, 140. 
Drummond MS., 9. 
Dumbartonshire, register of sasines, 

173. 
Dumfries, commissariot records, 114. 
Dumfriesshire, register of sasines, 175. 
Dunblane, commissariot records, 115. 



Dunfermline, accounts of the lordship 

of, 39 ; regality, 132 ; abbey, 193. 
Dimkeld, commissariot records, 117. 

Edictal citations, 89. 

Edinburgh, commissariot records, 109 ; 

papers relating to, 204. 
Edinburghshire, registers of sasines, 

175. 
Edward I. of England, records taken 

by, vii. 
Elginshire, registers of sasines, 176. 

See Moray. 
Empire, State papers relating to the, 

25. 
England, treaties and negotiations, 24, 

25, 26, 27. 
English judgments, register of, 90. 
Entails, register of, 163. 
Epistolsd Regum Scotorum, 25. And 

see Royal Letters. 
Equivalent, records and accounts of 

the commissioners of the, 59. 
Estates, Committee of, 11. 
Estates, Convention of, 10. 
Ettrick Forest, chamberlain accounts, 

39. 
'Exchequer, 30 ; responde books, 33, 

218 ; rolls, 33 ; records and warrants, 

72 ; royal letters to, 75 ; Office of the 

Pipe, 75. 
Exchequer Court, 30, 97. 
Excise, 46 ; accounts, 48. 
Excise, committee of parliament for, 

13. 
Executors, petitions for appointment 

of, 89 ; calendar of confirmations, 

109. See cdso Commissary Records. 

FiFESHiRE, registers of sasines, 176. 
Forfarshire, registers of sasines, 177. 
Forfeited estates, 60. 
France, treaties with, 24. 
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Garrisons, royal, 36. 

Glasgow, commissariot records, 118 ; 

registers of sasines, 179 ; register of 

bishopric, 193. 
Great Seal, registers and warrants of 

the, 152, 219. 
Gregor, Clan. See Macgregor. 
Grievances, register of commission on, 

21. 

Haddington MS., 9. 
Haddingtonshire, registers of sasines, 

175. 
Hamilton, commissariot records, 119. 
Highlands, records relating to the, 21, 

201. And, see Forfeited Estates. 
Hilderstone, accounts of the silver 

mines of, 40. 
Holyrood, palace, 36 ; abbey, 193. 
Homings, registers of, 143. 

Inhibitions, registers of, 143. 
Interdictions, registers of, 143. 
Interruptions of prescription, register 

of, 164. 
Inventories of the records, vii., 205. 
Inventories of heirs, register of, 165. 
Inverness- shire, commissariot records, 

121 ; registers of sasines, 177. 
Irish judgments, register of, 90. 
Isles, commissariot records of the, 

121. 

Jedburgh, abbey, 194. 
Judicial records, 77-151. 
Jury Court, 101. 

Justices and Commissioners of the 
Peace, 21, 23. 

Kincardineshire, registers of sasines, 

173. 
Kinross-shire, registers of sasines, 176, 

178. 



Kirkcudbright, commissariot records, 
122 ; register of sasines, 175. 

Lanarkshire, commissariot records, 
122 ; register of sasines, 178. 

Lauder, commissariot records, 123. 

Lauderdale, register of sasines for 
bailiary of, 174. 

Law court commissions, 138. 

Lawborrows, register of cautions in, 
88. 

Leith, papers relating to, 204. 

Lincluden provostry, 194. 

Linlithgowshire, registers of sasines, 
175. 

Local courts and registers, 129; re- 
ports, 202. 

Lords Clerk-Register, iii. ; list of, 222. 

Lyon Court records, 104, 214. 

Macgregor, Clan, Privy Council 

records relating to the, 21. 
Malignants, committee of parliament 

relating to prosecution of, 13. 
Marchmont papers, 205. 
Masters of Works, accounts of the, 

36. 
Menteith, register of sasines for 

stewartry of, 180. 
Militia, accounts relating to the, 58. 
Mint, accounts and papers relating to 

the, 37. 
Moneys, committee of parliament for, 

13. 
Moray, commissariot records, 124. 

See Elgin. 

Nairnshire, register of sasines, 176. 
Navy, accounts and papers, 56, 58. 
Norway, treaties with, 24. 
Notaries, 181 ; protocols, 183 ; ad- 
missions, 190. 
Nova Scotia, baronets of, 162. 



232 



Index. 



Oaibb, of BOffvnagOBj 1 ; of aUegianoe, 
assuiaaee, and abjnratioii, 3. 

Oblivion, interpreters of the Act of, 12. 

Orkney Wd Shetland, rentals, 32 ; 
commissariot records, 125 ; register 
of sasines, 178; papers, 204. 

Palaces, royal, 36. 

Parliament, records of, 8; warrants, 
14; committees, 12. And 9ee Con- 
vention and Committee of Estates. 

Patents, record of, 22L 

Patrimony of the Crown, 28, 31. 

Peace, commissioners and justices of 
the, 21, 23. 

Peebles, commissariot records, 126; 
register of sasines, 180. 

Peerage of Scotland, 16. 

Peers' elections, 16. 

Perthshire, roisters of sasines, 179. 

Pipe, Office of the, 75. 

Precepts in Chancery, 154, 155, 218. 

Prerogative, acknowledgments of the 
royal, 3. 

Prescription, roister of interraptions 
of, 164. 

Prince's Seal, roisters and warrants of 
the, 158, 220. 

Privy Council, records and warrants, 
17 ; royal letters, 22 ; judicial re- 
cords, 81. 

Privy Seal, roisters and warrants, 161. 

Processes of Court of Session, 85. 

Proclamations, 23. 

Protests, register of, 96. 

Protocol books, 183. 

Public accounts, commission on, 14. 

QuABTEB Seal, 160 ; records, 218. 

Rbcbtvebs-Qeneral, accounts of the, 

44. 
BegaliA, the, 6. 



Reality courts, 129; abolition of, 137. 
Register House, tmistees of, 207. 
Registers, reports on local, 202. 
Religious houses, rentals, 194. 
Renfrewshire, roister of sasines, 179. 
Rentals, crown, 31, 32 ; Orkney and 

Shetland, 32 ; religious houses, 194 ; 

miscellaneous, 205. See Valuation 

Rolls and Taxations. 
Responde Books, Exchequer, 33 ; in 

Chancery, 218. 
Retours to Chancery, 215u 
Revenue, public, 28. 
Ross, commissariot records, 126. 
Ross, earldom, chamberlain accounts, 

39. 
Ross-shire, roisters of sasines, 177. 
Roxburghshire, register of sasines, 

180. 
Royal household, 7 ; accounts, 35 ; 

scheme, 36. 
Royal letters and precepts, 25, 26; 

to Parliament, 15 ; to Privy Council, 

23; to collectors of taxations, 44; 

to Treasury and Exchequer, 75 ; to 

the lords of Council and Session, 

91. 
Royal palaces, castles, and garrisons, 

36. 
Royal wardrobe, 7. 

St. Andrews, commissariot records, 
127 ; admiralty court, 137 ; records 
of officialate, 193. 

Sasines, registers of, 166-18L 

Secretary's Office, record, 23; letter- 
book, 27. 

Secretary's register of sasines. See 
Sasines. 

Sederunt, Acts or Books of, 82. 

Selkirkshire, register of sasines, 180. 

Services of Heirs, cum beneficio inveii- 
tarii, register of, 165 ; index of 
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retours, 205 ; retours, 215 ; record 

and indices, 217. 
Session, Court of, 78 ; records, 81 ; 

warrants, 85 ; miscellaneous records, 

88 ; register of deeds and protests, 92. 
Sheriff courts, 129. 

SheriJSs, record of commissions to, 220. 
Shetland. See Orkney. 
Signatures, 156, 157. 
Solway Salmon Fisheries, records of 

commission on, 202. 
State papers, 24. 
Stirlingshire, commissariot records, 

128 ; register of sasines, 180. 
Style books, 190. 
Suspensions, register of cautions and 

consignations in, 88. 
Sutherlandshire, registers of sasines, 

177. 
Swinton Charters, 191. 

Tailzies, register of, 163. 

Tarbert, register of sasines, 173. 

Taxations, accounts, 40 ; rolls and 
valuations, 42 ; records of com- 
missioners, 43 ; miscellaneous papers, 
44 ; ecclesiastical taxations, 194. 

Teinds, 199, 211. 

Teind Court, 102 ; records, processes, 
&c., 211. 



Temple lands, records of, 197. 

Tests, 5, 22. 

Trade, records of the commission for 

communication of, 13. 
Treasurer, the, 28, 29, 30; his 

accounts, 34. 
Treasury, records and warrants, 73 ; 

royal letters and warrants, 74, 75. 
Treaties, 24, 25, 26, 27. 

Ulster, plantation of, 26. 

Union, Treaties of, 24, 27; journals 

and addresses, 27. 
Universities, commissions, 200. 

Valuations, for the taxations, 42; 

for teinds, 211, 212. 
Valuation rolls of counties and 

burghs, 202. 

Wigtownshire, commissariot records, 
129 ; register of sasines, 180. 

Witchcraft, prosecutions for, 23. 

Woods, Commissioners of H.M., re- 
cord of deeds by and to, in Chan- 
cery, 220. 

Works, Masters of. See Masters of 
Works. 

Works, Office of, record of deeds by or 
to, in Chancery, 220. 
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